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January 2014

January /ˈdʒanjʊ(ə)ri/ noun
The first month of the year, in the northern
hemisphere usually considered the second
month of winter.
Origin

Old English, from Latin Januarius (mensis)
“(month) of Janus”, the Roman god who presided over doors and beginnings.

Offchurch News deadline: 18th January 2014
All notices for next issue to offchurchnews@gmail.com or
Catherine Kaye, Nine Hills Cottage, Welsh Road by this date at the
latest. Thank you.
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Village Hall Cleaning for January: Catherine Kaye
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Grey bin collection



Mobile Library stop: Old Post Office 10.00am-10.20am




Bell ringing practice, 7.30pm-9.00pm, Church Tower

Green bin collection

 Services in St Gregory’s Church
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Sunday School, St Gregory’s Church
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Family Service, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

Offchurch Garden Club 7.30pm, Village Hall. Contact Mo
Chivers 01926 613477

pp. 8-9

Upholstery and soft furnishings class, 9.30-11.30am, VilOffchurchlage Hall. Contact Lynda Eadon on 01926 812598
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Offchurch
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Afternoon Club, 2.30pm, Village Hall. Contact Greta Sollett

p. 12

Village Hall Committee Meeting, 7.30pm, Village Hall

p. 10

Cameo, 8.00pm, Village Hall

p. 10

Offchurch Crafts, 10.30am, private home. Contact Janet
Seaton on 01926 425430.
Leamington Night Shelter Public Meeting, 7.30pm, Village
OFFA
HOUSE Hall

p. 7
p. 12

Tennis Club Night (Thurs); Cricket (Sun), Netball (Mon)
times vary, Offchurch Sports Club



Churchyard Working Group, 9.30am-12.30pm, Churchyard
Reading Circle, 8.00pm, private home. Contact Liz Varnish
886119
Pilates classes at 12.15pm, 5.45pm and 7.00pm, Village
Hall. Contact Linda Renshaw 07915 855 420

pp. 1112
p. 14
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From the Vicar
Many churches have designated 2014 as a year of hope. The intention is that we bring hope to our neighbourhoods and work places by
doing something, however small, that might make a difference. The
churches in this area have decided that in the last week in September
we will put on special events – but hope can build throughout the year.
Is there anything you can do that will somehow make things a little better in your own neighbourhood?
Lots of people have written articles saying how we can improve every
aspect of our lives, from physical fitness and health to our mental and
spiritual well-being. But this whole area has been around a long time.
We may mock the Puritans and the Victorians for their high-minded
morality, but there was a lot of good common sense in some of the
things they said. One of their concerns was how to “improve” the circumstances of life. They recognised that we meet both good and bad
in our daily experiences; but they believed that whatever we met with
could be improved in some way – there were lessons to be learnt, or
actions taken to heighten the good or mitigate the bad. Underlying
everything was the conviction that God was working his good purposes
out, both his purposes for the world and his purposes for them as individuals, and that even when bad things were happening (and plenty of
bad things did happen in those days) God was able to work it all out for
good. At the same time, they recognised that the good things didn’t
come automatically. They had to play their part, and to do what they
could to make the best of whatever was happening. They had hope
for the future of the world and of themselves, and that motivated them
to help make that hope a reality.
I write this shortly after the death of Nelson Mandela. In his 27 years
in prison he held on to his hope for a better South Africa. His presence
there was an inspiration; yet the changes that led to his release were
the result of many other people’s efforts, not so much his own. However, his time in jail changed him, and made him into the man who
could then lead his nation in a direction no-one would have deemed
possible. We won’t be Mandelas; but we can all become inspirational
in some way. God is a God of hope, and He wants us to be people of
hope who make dreams come to pass. Have a happy and hopeful
new year!
Tim Britton (01926 812518 or email tim@thefeldongroup.org.uk)
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January Church Diary and Rota
5th

10.00am

Matins

12th

10.00am

Holy Communion with
David / Wendy
Sunday School

19th

10.00am

Family Service

Marcia

26th

10.00am

Holy Communion

Tim / Wendy

Team / Wendy

Midweek worship with prayer for the village takes place in St Gregory’s every Thursday at 5.00pm – all welcome.

The Wednesday Communion
The Communion Service held at St Gregory’s on the second Wednesday each month is being discontinued for the winter months of December, January and February. This is because it would be expensive to
heat the church and Offa House is no longer available as an alternative location as in previous years. We are sorry that this decision has
been necessary and we would hope the faithful band who attend that
service will consider coming along to one of the other services.
Jane and Wendy
Churchwardens

Do you enjoy arranging flowers?
If so, St Gregory’s would love to hear from you as our faithful band
of flower arrangers could do with a little help, especially at times of
festivals like Christmas, Easter and Harvest.
If you feel you could help, please call Margaret Phillips on 01926
425035 or email jane_inman@sky.com.
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ST GREGORY’S MATTERS
2013 has seen a strengthening of the interweaving threads that combine to make St Gregory’s what it is today - a rich tapestry of love, worship, prayer, service, mutual support and fellowship – a vivid embodiment of our faith.
We approach 2014 with confidence and purposefulness.

A New Year message from all at St Gregory’s
As another year unfolds;
You might not be shielded from all sorrow,
but may you find the strength to bear whatever comes;
Your journey will not always be easy,
but may you be sure-footed enough to travel any path;
Hardships will sometimes come your way,
but may unfounded fear be banished from your heart;
It won’t be unbroken calm,
but may you be sheltered from the worst of life’s turbulence;
You will not be continually self-fulfilled,
but may you find the grace to be there when others need you.

Love, peace, hope and joy to you for 2014.

David Varnish
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Offchurch Welcome Pack
In response to some innovative suggestions that emerged from residents during the creation of The Offchurch Plan, a small group has
been working to produce a handy pack of information designed to help
newcomers to the village.
With some financial support from The Community Forum, this has now
been published and is available as 28 pages of carefully selected material presented in an attractive ring-binder.
A whole range of topics is included about local people, places, organisations and services, with the needs of newcomers in mind. The intention is, primarily, to help people to settle more easily and comfortably
into their new homes, but it also has an ongoing value as a handy reference source for all manner of local information.
The Walks Around Offchurch booklet, compiled by Judith Perry, will
also be included with the Welcome Pack from the New Year.
Mo, Catherine, Liz and David

Craft Group Meeting
There’s a change to the time of this month’s meeting,
which will be at
10.30am on Tuesday 21st January.
An idea has been put forward that we might have an Offchurch Arts
and Crafts display at the same time as the Open Gardens week-end,
28th-29th June, so we thought we should discuss the idea over a cup
of coffee at Corner Cottage.
The meeting is open to anyone who is interested in any form of
art or craft – you don’t have to be a regular member of the group.
Visitors and new members are very welcome to join us.
Feel free to bring other work to do.
Janet (01926 425430)
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Offchurch Garden Club
Happy 2014, everyone!
Shown below is the Offchurch Garden Club programme for the coming
year – something for everyone, I hope …
Monday 27th January

Growing and storing vegetables
Dr Keith Ferguson
Members’ sales table

Monday 24th February

Wildlife in Marton 2013
Graham Robson
Members’ sales table

Monday 31st March

Propagation demonstration
Shirley and Chris, Kings Hill Nurseries
Plant sale

Monday 28th April

Pictures from a Library Garden
Brian Ellis, Avondale Nursery
Plant sale

Monday 19th May

Cooking with Exotic Vegetables
DVD presentation
Members’ sales table

Monday 19th June
Day visit

Abbey Dore Gardens & Hampton
Court Gardens, Herefordshire

Sunday 28th June

Plant Sale

th

Monday 28 July
Evening visit 7.00pm

Lucy & Mike Davies
The Granary
Wharf Road
Fenny Compton
Southam CV47 2FE

Monday 18th August
Evening visit 7.00pm

Maurice & Vilma Green
80 Landor Road
Whitnash CV31 2JY

Monday 1st September

AGM and Supper
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Monday 29th September

Bugs & Garden Plagues
Geoff Hodge
Members’ sales table

Monday 27th October

Geums
Sue Martin (holder of the Geum National
Collection)
Members’ sales table

Monday 24th November

Christmas Supper and Social
Quiz by Mo Chivers

If you’re new to the village, with an interest in gardening, why not come
along to one of our meetings? We’re a friendly crowd who love to
meet new people, and most of us are house-trained and don’t bite! Or
alternatively contact me mo@crisford.net or 01926 613477.
Last Monday in the month, Village Hall, 7.30pm for a 7.45pm start – it
would be lovely to see you there.
Happy Gardening
Mo Chivers

Community Education Courses at Southam College
Southam College Community Education centre offers a varied programme of courses, both daytime and evening, in Southam and surrounding villages. Our Spring term starts week beginning 13th January
2014. The programme will be on the college website from about mid
December. Go to www.southamcollege.com and follow the community
education link from the homepage or under the “About Us” tab. Like
Southam College on Facebook for updates and links to Community
Education.
Leaflets will also be available from local libraries, shops and leisure
centre.
The City and Guilds Award in Education and Training (formally PTLLS)
will start with an induction session on Monday 13th January. This is an
introductory course for teaching and training and is ideal for anyone
considering teaching adult and community classes. Pre-registration
and attendance at the induction session is essential.
For further information about any of the above, please contact us on
01926 810942 or email commed.s@welearn365.com.
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Offchurch
CAMEO
Tuesday 14th January
8.00pm
in the Village Hall
Groovin’ to Streaming
An entertaining story of recorded music
Presented by Richard Seaton
Everyone is welcome
There is a £2 charge for non-CAMEO members.

News from the Village Hall
Meeting up
The next meeting of the Village Hall Committee will be on Monday
20th January 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
Cleaning the Hall this month
On the rota for January: Catherine Kaye
Grit for car park
Volunteers are needed on standby to spread grit around the village
hall car park when the weather is icy. Please contact Valerie if you
are able to help on 01926 423677.
Tea towels
If anyone has any of the village hall tea towels lying around at home,
could they please return them to the hall. Many thanks.
PAGE 10
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St Gregory’s - A Sanctuary for Wildlife

If St Paul's Day be faire and cleare,
It doth betide a happy yeare;
But if by chance it then should rain,
It will make deare all kinds of graine;
And if ye clouds make dark ye skie,
Then neate and fowles this yeare shall die;
If blustering winds do blow aloft,
Then wars shall trouble ye realm full oft.

I thought I would cheer you up for the new year and give you something to look forward to. The 25th January is St Paul's Conversion Day,
sometimes called St Ananias Day after the Bishop of Damascus, who
restored Paul's eyesight and baptised him after he was blinded on the
road to Damascus. On this day Ananias was stoned to death in 70
AD. (It's what they did then in Damascus). Most of these adages
linked to Saints' days foretell a prosperous year if the day is fine. As
you would guess, the results are pretty poor in this case, giving only
37% to 14% accuracy. You will see from the spelling that the saying is
medieval. Anyway, more useless information for you. However watch
out for blustering winds aloft on the 25th.
The normal weather pattern for January is stormy westerlies for the
first two weeks, followed by a quiet frosty spell between the 18th and
24th. Then, the last week sees the return of the stormy westerlies into
February. Oh dear. But by then, the days are certainly getting longer.
How's the Churchyard doing? Pretty good at the moment; we have a
bit of rubbish to burn, I always enjoy that, and some levelling to do to
help the mowing. Have another look at the bird boxes. The bat, bug
and hedgehog boxes have to be done in the summer, as you know.
We always find new mole hills unfortunately, but we do use these as
seed beds for our wild flower seed and January is not too late to sow.
Happy New Year, we hope it will be, and to you and yours. Is it the
churchyard that speeds up time for me, or is it being retired?
(Discuss.) It is a worry though, January already here, but is bringing
some pleasure - it will be our annual dinner on Wednesday 15th January, 7.00pm at the White Lion, Radford Semele. We will share cars
again.
The new year heralds more work I fear: Saturdays, the 4th and 18th
January, 9.30am until 12.30pm, plus hot coffee for all and it will soon
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be Christmas.
So I say again, Happy New Year and thanks for all you do.
Mike Porter

The Future of Offa House
The Leamington Night Shelter would warmly like to invite you to attend
a Public Meeting at Offchurch Village Hall on Friday 17th January 2014
at 7.30pm. The purpose of the meeting would be to explain our intentions for Offa House with a view to purchasing the property and convert it to become a transition place for homeless, needy and vulnerable people. Our intentions are that the people who stay with us
would learn living skills which will help and enable them to be able to
move on to a better way of life.
We welcome this opportunity to explain our thoughts, ideas and plans
to you and to answer your questions about this venture.
We are the founders of the Leamington Night Shelter, which is a
Christian initiative that began in 2009 and became a registered charity
on 29th August 2013.
We look forward to meeting you on 17th January at 7.30pm at Offchurch Village Hall.
With many thanks.
Margaret Moore, Chris Johnson
Joint Coordinators

Afternoon Club
Twenty members and friends enjoyed their Christmas Lunch on
Wednesday 11th December, and this year we decided to hold this at
the White Lion, Radford Semele. The food was delicious, the service
was very good and the wine flowed. A big thank you to the Manager
and his staff who looked after us so well.
Our next meeting will take place after Christmas on Monday 13th January 2014, 2.30pm at the village hall, weather permitting.
Valerie and Greta
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Reading Circle
Our next meeting will be on
Tuesday 28th January 2014,
8.00pm, at the home of Pat Burgun, Fairthorpe, Village Street.
At this New Year gathering, we
will reveal and share our views
on the books that each one of us
drew from the Lucky Dip in December. We will also be making
some choices about books that
we might enjoy over the coming
year.
We welcome anyone who would like to join us – we meet on the last
Tuesday of every month in each other’s houses where we enjoy lively
discussions on the book we have read, that month. All supplemented
by wine and nibbles.
For more information, please ring Liz on 01926 886119 or
email ldvarnish@gmail,com
Reading Circle members

Offchurch Village Hall
Available for hire
To check availability, visit:

www.offchurch.org.uk/village-hall
To make a booking or for more information:

07943 556133 or
villagehall@offchurch.org.uk
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Offchurch Weather Watch - November 2013
November was another relatively dry month in Offchurch with 45 mm
of rain, well below to our monthly average of 62 mm. That said, it was
a month of two halves, raining nearly every day in the first half, albeit in
generally small amounts. The second half was much drier, apart from
a wet day on the 20th.
It was a cooler month than the average for the area. At 6.3°C, this is
around one degree lower. Looking at the outdoor temperature you will
notice we had only four nights on or below zero, but daytime temperatures were quite low around the middle of the month. Sunshine was
just above average, but of course at this time of the year the sun is so
low in the sky it has little effect on the overall temperature, the winds
and their direction have a much greater effect on the temperature.

Notice how the two periods of low
pressure (around 990 hPa) correspond to the two wettest periods, one
at the beginning of the month and the
other around the 20th.

Weather history and Culture – The 20th Century
Perhaps the greatest advances in weather forecasting took place during the last century. In 1922 Lewis Fry Richardson suggested a mathematical scheme for forecasting based on calculus, solving lots of differential equations. He envisaged several teams of mathematicians, each
solving a stage of the forecast, with messengers on motorbikes transferring the information from stage to stage. This was not workable and
his ideas had to wait for the age of supercomputers capable of solving
all the necessary equations. Today forecasts are still made using
Richardson’s techniques.
RKS
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HS2 - The Route to Petition
The HS2 saga is now reaching
a critical point. The Hybrid Bill
(which if passed by Parliament
gives legal authority to build
HS2) and the accompanying
Environmental Statement
(which details all the impacts)
have now been published. Six
of us from Offchurch were outside the Houses of Parliament
on the day the Bill was laid
before Parliament.
It is no surprise that the impact on us here in Offchurch is getting
worse, not better. To take just a few “lowlights” from the Environmental Statement:






Construction work in this area would begin in 2017 and not
finish until 2024. Disruption would be greatest along the route
itself, of course, but roads including Welsh Road, Hunningham
Road and the Fosse will be routes for construction traffic while
the Fosse Way and associated roads will be re-aligned, with
road closures and diversions. All this will lead to noise, visual
intrusion and traffic disruption.
The area of land to be used for construction is much larger
than previously suggested, with huge impacts on farms and
also some residential properties. A major construction site
between the Greenway and the Fosse will be in operation for
at least five years.
Trains would run through this area between 05.00 and midnight at the maximum speed of 360kph, with 18 trains per hour
at peak periods. Even at night time, there will be maintenance
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work, including noisy processes like rail grinding. The noise
and visual impacts on Offchurch will be immense.
Among the many ecological impacts, it has emerged that barn
owls will be eliminated within 1.5 km of the track as their lowflying hunting leaves them vulnerable to trains.
Our mitigation proposals have been rejected by HS2 on cost
not feasibility grounds.

The campaign to stop HS2 will continue for as long as it takes. At the
same time, we are working to reduce its impact if it goes ahead.
Everyone can comment on the impact on Offchurch in the Consultation on the Environmental Statement which ends on 24th January.
You are urged to send your comments to HS2 Ltd.
All the documents can be viewed online at www.hs2.org.uk or
www.gov.uk . Follow the links to the Hybrid Bill, the Environmental
Statement documents, Vol 2 Area reports, and you will find the Offchurch and Cubbington local report and maps.
Later in 2014, a committee of MPs will be set up to hear petitions from
people directly affected by HS2. It is particularly important to respond
to the Environmental Statement Consultation if you are directly affected (eg all or part of your property will be taken or used) and intend
to petition against the impact of the current proposals. Anyone seeking to petition should register their specific concerns in this way or risk
having your petition rejected.
The Joint Parish Council, supported by the Action Group, intend to petition on behalf of the parish but this should not preclude other petitions.
We have already held two sessions in the village hall to explain all this,
but if you have any concerns, questions, want help, or wish to discuss
the Environmental Statement documents further, please ring Mike Burgun on 01926339691.

This is probably your last
chance to mitigate the effect of
HS2 on Offchurch!
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Eathorpe, Hunningham,
Offchurch and Wappenbury Joint Parish Council, held on
Tuesday 17th September 2013 at Offchurch at 7.30pm
Present:
Councillor W. Redford, chairman, Councillors Mrs M.
Weeks, J. Hammon, Mrs R. Commander, S. Palmer, M. Burgun, and
Mrs M. Green.
1. Apologies
Received from councillors Mrs J. Seaton, D. Mynors, Mrs C. Foyer, M.
Brooks and District Councillor N.Pratt.
2. Declarations of interests
None
3. Minutes
Having been circulated beforehand, the minutes were taken as read,
agreed, and signed by the chairman.
4. Matters arising
The clerk has been advised of the locations of the gritting bins and
Hunningham have asked for an additional one, which was agreed.
The Hunningham drains have not yet been jetted, councillor Mrs Green
will enquire.
The drains on School Hill, Offchurch have been cleared, but the other
matters reported for Offchurch are still outstanding.
Councillor Palmer provided a copy of a letter sent re the gypsy sites
and awaits a response.
5. Planning
W130832 Plum Tree Cottage, Hunningham extension
W130678 Eathorpe Allotments
shed
Councillor Hammon noted that he has no interest in the
plication.
W130664 The Haven, Offchurch

granted
do
allotment apwithdrawn

6. Highways
The stile at Hunningham has been repaired.
The condition of the hedge at Offchurch/Radford Road is now dangerous, and needs cutting back.
The lack of communication over Highway matters is a concern of many
parishes and the clerk will provide a list of our outstanding items.
The clerk has obtained 100 sand bags, which are being kept by Councillor Redford.
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7. Police Matters
It is reported that gates have been stolen at Wappenbury and a car
broken into at Bubbenhall.
8. Chairman's Report
The County Council budget has to be reduced by £92 million over the
next 4 years and will result in a loss of jobs and reduction of services.
They need to identify the services that they are required by law to provide, and then establish a list of priorities. The total reduction will be
27% of their annual budget, whilst trying not to increase council tax.
Councillor Redford also noted that Weston are about to again discuss
the restrictive covenant on the Offchurch field.
The Warwickshire Community Fund has money available, but it is understood that applications will need to be supported by audited accounts.
He has circulated other parishes about forming an emergency flooding
group, and has had a good response.
Coal gas extraction notices have been circulated, which are not fracking, although drilling is needed, and Councillor Redford briefly described the system.
9. Correspondence
An invitation to councillors to attend the District Council chairman’s
evening has been received.
Letter received from Warwickshire Rural Community Council re obtaining cheaper oil for heating.
It was agreed that this should be advertised in the magazines, and the
clerk will provide copies for parish chairmen.
10. HS2
Councillor Burgun once again gave a comprehensive report to the
meeting, and subsequently provided the following report, and was
again thanked for his expertise, time and effort on our behalf.
1) HS2 has now stopped further Community Forum meetings. This is
being done now with no mitigation being either finalized, discussed
or agreed. In addition, 31 out of 63 minuted action points remain
open.
2) HS2 intend setting up Petition Management meetings. The format,
content, constitution communicated by HS2 representatives and
timings of these meetings have not yet been concluded.
3) To proceed in this manner when “engaging with the community”
demonstrates managerial ineptitude by HS2
4) Bilateral meetings are to continue, when and how many has yet to
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be advised.
5) The report on the DES will be handed to the secretary of state on
18th October 2013.
6) It is understood that the Paving Bill will fund future work until/if the
Hybrid Bill is passed.
7) The design will be “fixed” by the end of October, and that status
will be that which goes into the Hybrid Bill package of documents/
information. HS2 intend depositing the Hybrid Bill by the end of
December 2013. Given that HS2’s design is quoted by HS2 to be
25% complete now, this illustrates that the “fixed” design will be far
short of completion. Not a package on which to judge the environmental effect of HS2. This indicates a project that is not under
control.
8) This status in item 7 will give rise to items agreed. Items not
agreed, which can only be considered under the Petitioning Process.
9) Since NONE of our items of mitigation have been agreed, the potential petitioning workload will be considerable.
10) HS2 timetable is to have the Hybrid Bill processed ready for Royal
Assent by summer 2015.
11) The construction activity was discussed with the clear requirement
being for HS2 to agree with WCC as to who is responsible for
what.
12) Once that is established, then HS2 / WCC and Community Representatives must arrive at a comprehensive Local Environmental
Management Plan.
13) It is not clear at this time how a process to achieve item 12 will be
formulated.
14) The re-run of the public consultation on compensation will take
place in Offchurch on 18th October 2013. The consultation will end
on 4th December 2013.
15) Accordingly, we will be required to comment on the Compensation
consultation PRIOR to any mitigation being agreed.
16) One may consider that the greater the mitigation , potentially the
lesser the need for compensation.
17) Conversely, with NO agreed mitigation having been agreed, the
Community can only assume the worst case and press for the
MAXIMUM compensation.
An outline of the Hybrid Bill was also presented.
The need to receive Hybrid Bill documents and make the available to
view by the community was discussed and the way forward estabPAGE 20
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lished.
11. Finance
Payments: Cheques 102 - gritting bins, £338.52; 103 – mowing,
£197; 104 – mowing, £197; 105 – repairs, £221; 106 - room hire, £20;
107 – clerk, £240;108 – tax, £60; 109 – expenses, £94,05.
Eathorpe village hall 10th anniversary celebrations, donation requested. It was agreed to defer a response until a reply is received
from the Community Forum application.
12. Playgrounds
Inspected and no obvious problems noted.
13. A.O.B.
No progress over the repair of the Offchurch notice board, and Councillor Palmer will contact Mr Moorcroft.
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Eathorpe, Hunningham,
Offchurch and Wappenbury Joint Parish Council, held on
Tuesday 19th November 2013 at Eathorpe at 7.30pm
Present: Councillor W. Redford, chairman, Councillors Mrs M.
Weeks, M. Burgun, Mrs J. Seaton and Mrs M. Green.
Also present: Councillor R. Davies, chairman of the District Council
and Councillor N.Pratt.
1. Apologies
Received from councillors D. Mynors, S. Palmer, Mrs C. Foyer, Mrs R.
Commander, M. Brooks, J. Hammon and M. Doody.
Councillor Davies introduced himself, noting that he will have attended
28 Parish Council meetings in his year of office. Reported that the
main point of interest discussed has been gasification. He appreciated
the concern shown over housing quotas and of HS2.
He outlined the timescale relating to the Local Plan.
We were also advised that the 1st Battalion of Royal Fusiliers will be
marching through Leamington on 26th November, as a homecoming
celebration, assembling at 2.30pm. They will be receiving the freedom
of Warwick District.
The chairman’s Christmas Concert is on 14th December.
2. Declarations of interests
None
3. Minutes
Having been circulated beforehand, the minutes were taken as read,
agreed, and signed by the chairman.
4. Matters arising
The clerk noted that the gritting bins have not yet been filled and will
monitor.
Letter received from the Weston clerk, advising that the restrictive
covenant at Offchurch has been removed, and apologising for it ever
having been put on.
Some Hunningham drains still need attention and councillor Mrs Green
is monitoring.
The anniversary celebrations at Eathorpe made a small profit.
5. Planning
W133073 Corridene, Eathorpe
W131321 The Haven, Offchurch
PAGE 23
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6. Highways
Offchurch request an additional street lamp for School Hill, between
the vicarage and village hall where it is very dark and dangerous.
The village nameplate has still not been replaced, and Councillor Pratt
will make enquiries for us.
More appropriate flood warnings are requested near the ford. Some
small funds are available but are insufficient; Councillor Redford will
make an application to the delegated budget scheme.
There is a dog waste bin in the village field, and it is suggested it would
be more appropriate at the junction of Village Street with the Long Itchington road. Mr Moorcroft to be asked to re-site it.
7. Police Matters
There have been 60 incidents in Warwick East Division.
Speed checks are going on around Cubbington and Radford. There
have been a number of thefts from vehicles left on people’s drives, and
a burglary at Offchurch.
8. Chairman's Report
Recently attended the District Chairman’s supper.
The Community Forum is approaching the end of the budget year, and
its future is in doubt. No funds are being carried over.
A number of notices were given to the clerk for circulation.
9. Correspondence
Letter of thanks from Offchurch village hall for the insurance payment.
The various leaflets etc were circulated.
10. HS2
We again thank Councillor M .Burgun for his report to the meeting, and
for providing the following summary:
1) Following HS2 unilaterally stopping Community Forum meetings, a
letter strongly criticising HS2 has been sent to Allison Munro, the chief
executive. This letter advises that the work of Community Forums was
incomplete with little or no mitigation agreed, most actions outstanding
and no wish from the Community Forums for the meetings to be disbanded. The letter has been sent to Jeremy Wright MP on behalf of
30 action groups and is copied to all relevant MPs.
2) HS2 have advised they will start up Petition Management Meetings, however no information regarding these has been received to
date.
3) HS2 have also advised that Bilateral Meetings will continue - dates
yet to be advised.
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4) The re-run of the HS2 Compensation Roadshow was held in Offchurch on 18th October 2013. The HS2 consultation material provided was similar to that provided at the first consultation, which
HS2 were required to repeat due to their response being “so unfair
as to be unlawful”. The second consultation process ends on 4th
December 2013. It was agreed that the action group will prepare a
response which will be submitted by the JPC to HS2.
5) The Paving Bill has been passed in the House of Commons and is
proceeding through the House of Lords who are not able to object,
due to it being a “money bill”. Essentially this bill allows HS2 to
spend money to continue with preparations PRIOR to the Hybrid
Bill being debated / agreed / disagreed. It has been passed with
NO budget and NO cost against progress being reported until AFTER the next General Election.
6) The Hybrid Bill, together with the Environmental Statement, are
due to be deposited in Parliament on 25th November 2013. A protest will be held outside Parliament on that day against HS2.
7) The Environmental Statement will be sent out by HS2 to all local
parish councils immediately after 25th November 2013. Arrangements to view the information will be made locally and advised to
the public in due time.
8) A paper has been received urging Parish Councils to be affiliated
to the 51M group, in order that they may benefit from closer / faster
communication. The JPC approved this arrangement and Mr Winterburn will write to confirm our wish to be affiliated.
9) Due to HS2 granting no mitigation in our area to date, we have no
alternative but to petition Parliament under the provisions set out in
the Hybrid Bill. This process will be essential if we are to have
ANY chance of better protecting OUR environment and the living
conditions of our parishioners if the Hybrid Bill for HS2 passes into
law. However, to prepare adequately the case for local mitigation
and legal representation in Parliament will necessarily cost money.
A very nominal £10,000 would be the minimum sum envisaged in
the first instance. The JPC agreed to discuss / consider this matter which will form an agenda item during the next meeting to be
held on 21st January 2014. The current indications are that petitioning may commence during the spring of 2014.
11. Finance
Received precept £3887. Payments Cheques 110 - gritting bins,
£152,34; 111 - hedging £210; 112 – mowing, £197; 113 – Rospa,
£170.40; 114 – insurance, £773.31; 115 – audit, £150; 116 – playPAGE 25
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grounds, £167; 117 – mowing, £98.50; 118 - room hire, £20; 119 –
clerk, £240; 120 – tax, £60; 121 expenses, £90.90; 122 subs, £64.
The annual audit has been completed and the certificate received without comment.
12. Gas Extraction
Councillor Redford reported that the suggested area includes ourselves and outlined the scheme, which requires refining. Test drilling
needs permission from the landowners, after which they will apply for
planning. Opposition meetings have been held, one of which was at
Eathorpe, but there will be no action until an application is received.
He noted some of the experiences in Australia.
13. Playgrounds
The Rospa inspection has been completed along with our own quarterly inspection.
Offchurch requested some more chippings under equipment where it is
muddy, also that the dog waste bin should be relocated to the end of
Village Street at the junction with the Long Itchington Road.
14. Public Speaking at Meetings
Councillor Redford noted from other meetings he had attended that 15
minutes were allowed for the public to raise matters with the Council.
This was discussed, and agreed that we too should do this.
15. A.O.B.
None
Next meeting 21st January at Hunningham.

Offchurch 100 Club
December Draw
The winners of the seventh draw of the 100 club are as follows:
1st Prize

David Barnes

nd

Sue Denning

rd

Jodie Wardle

2 Prize
3 Prize

Congratulations to our winners.
Thank you to everyone for your support.
John Mander
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Call for Gardens!!!!
We are looking for Offchurch residents
who are willing to open their gardens
for

Offchurch
Open Gardens
Weekend
which will be held on 28th and 29th June
2014, during Warwickshire Open Studios fortnight.
If you would be willing to open your
garden, please contact Janet Seaton
on 01926 425430.
Save the date in your diary NOW!!!
Many thanks from the Events Group
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Deadline for February issue:

18th January
All notices to be delivered by then please

offchurchnews@gmail.com

Catherine Kaye, Nine Hills Cottage, Welsh Road
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