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Services in St Gregory’s Church
Green bin collection

p. 5

Grey bin collection

Offchurch HS2 Action Group, 7.00pm, Village Hall

☺

Offchurch Toddler Group, 9.30am-11.30am, Village Hall

֠

Bell ringing practice, 7.30pm-9.00pm, Church Tower

p. 19

p. 5

Upholstery and soft furnishing class, 9.30am-11.30am,
Village Hall

S

Afternoon Club, 2.30pm, Village Hall

p. 6

Sunday School, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

Family service, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

Mobile Library

Tudor Cottage
9.35am-9.55am
Old Post Office 10.00am-10.20am

Offchurch Cameo, 8.00pm, Village Hall
CAMEO

p. 6

Merlin Charity Soup Lunch, 12.00noon-2.00pm, Village Hall p. 6

Woven
Threads

Reading Circle, 8.00pm, private home

p. 8

Village Hall Committee meeting, 7.30pm, Village Hall

p. 21

Churchyard working group, 9.30am-1.00pm, Churchyard

p. 15

Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village Hall

p. 19

Woven Threads, times vary, Village Hall

pp. 1011

Offchurch Crafts, 7.30pm, Village Hall

p. 9

Deadline for March Offchurch News Please email contributions to
offchurchnews@gmail.com or deliver to Catherine at Nine Hills Cottage

p. 13

Live & Local shows, 8.00pm, Eathorpe Village Hall

p. 12
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From Hunningham Vicarage
It's February and in February we celebrate Valentine's day on 14th
when the birds traditionally choose their mates (has anyone told
them?) and then with a week to get the chocolates eaten, on 21st we
make Shrove Tuesday pancakes for 22nd is Ash Wednesday and the
start of Lent. It sounds as though it will be a busy month! In Church
terms, there will be a service of Holy Communion for the group on the
evening of Ash Wednesday at Long Itchington Church. This year we
will have a central Lent course brought to us by the Diocesan Learning
Advisor, Martin Kirkbride, and held in Long Itchington Church on Tuesday evenings beginning on 28th February. And on Thursday 2nd February at 7.30 pm also in Long Itchington Church there will be a meeting
to talk about the future of the group and begin to make plans. Everyone's contribution is valuable and welcomed. Do come along.
As I write this people are already talking of bulbs in flower and although it is too early to talk about Spring, certainl;y the days are
lengthening and the evenings are lighter. As a result our hearts often
lift and become lighter too! Light is so important to us all and the dark
days of winter can make many people feel gloomy. We need more
light and warmth to make us all feel better. Let's look forward to the
day when we can lie in the sun again. And on that note I was very
struck a while ago by reading that one way to pray is by lying back and
letting the light and warmth of God wash over us and warm us - like
sunbathing. That is a lovely way of praying and no need to worry
about 'what to say'. When we feel dark and gloomy we can just relax
and ask God to flood us with his light and the warmth of his love. We
call Jesus the Light of the World and how we all need more light in our
lives. The famous picture by Holman Hunt shows Jesus with a lantern
knocking on a door - the door of our hearts and lives. If we open the
door to him he will come in and fill us with his light.
A good thought for February and however cold the weather, if we let
Jesus in to our lives, spring will certainly have come.
Diane Patterson
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February Church Diary and Rota
5th

10.00am

Mattins

Diane / Gordon

12th

10.00am

Holy Communion with Sunday
School

Tim / Gordon

19th

10.00am

Family Service

Marcia

26th

10.00am

Holy Communion

Ruth / Gordon

֠ Bell Ringing
The ringing team come from Offchurch (although current representation is small and we desperately need more volunteers!) and
neighbouring villages, and are naturally of mixed ability under the
leadership of Paddy Taylor from Weston. We ring for every Sunday
service in the church, and for weddings, funerals, as well as special
events if required. Visiting teams from other Towers often pay us a
visit, as do individual ringers at practice nights. All are welcome, as
is anyone who would like to join us, or just see what we are up to!
Practice Night is on Wednesdays, 7.30pm–9.00pm, after which we
adjourn (optional) to The Stag for a bit of theory.
Tower Captain – Paddy Taylor 01926 632428
Tower Correspondent – Francis Daniell 01926 336760
Help needed
At the Campion School, there are a number of Afghani refugee children. Three of them have just been moved from foster care into council accommodation in Leamington, as they have turned 18. However,
they have very little furniture. If anyone has any basic furniture etc.
which they would be willing to offer, Brian Nash of the Vineyard church
will be able to collect it.
You can contact him by e-mail:
bnsh2@aol.com. If you don’t have e-mail, please ring Louise on
613466.
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Offchurch
CAMEO
This month’s Cameo should have been on 14th February, but as we
are all expecting to get whisked off for romantic meals on that evening,
we decided to change the date (ha, ha!!).
It will now be on Tuesday 21st February at 8.00pm at the Village Hall.
The topic is: Bring and Show: bring an object that is slightly obscure
or out of the ordinary and see if anyone can guess what it is!
Everyone welcome. For further details, contact Sue Lyne on 01926
332892.

Afternoon Club
The AGM of the Afternoon Club will take place on Monday 13th February in the Village Hall at 2.30pm. After the AGM, we will be planning
the programme for the coming year.
We are a small group who would be delighted if anyone would like to
join us. Contact Greta on 01926 429990 or Valerie 01926 423677 for
further details.

Charity Soup Lunch
Saturday 4th February
12.00noon-2.00pm
Village Hall
£5 per adult / under 5s free
Please come and have a hot bowl (or two!) of fresh homemade
soup for only £5 per adult (under 5s free). Merlin is the UK's
leading charity specialising in international health. They send
medical experts to the front line of global emergencies and work
with doctors, nurses and health workers in countries shattered
by war, earthquakes or floods. I am sure you will agree that this
is a very worthwhile cause. With this soup lunch, our village can
be helping in a small way in the charity’s humanitarian work. We
hope to see you on 4th February! For more details, contact Jenny
on 01926 336760 or Mo 01926 613477.
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Offchurch Village Hall Foundation
Registered Charity No 511934

Annual General Meeting, Thursday 22nd March 2012, 7.30pm,
Village Hall
Agenda
1. Apologies
2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting – 14th March 2011
3. Report of the Committee of Management
4. Presentation of accounts for the year ending 31st December
2011
5. Report of nomination of representative members of the Committee
6. Election of four elected members of the Committee
7. Appointment of Verifier
8. Any other business
All inhabitants of the Parish of Offchurch (18 years and upwards) are
entitled to vote. Nominations for elected members of the Committee
may be submitted prior to the meeting to the Secretary. Nominees
must have signified their willingness to stand for election.
Contact Liz Varnish, Secretary, on 01926 886119 or email:
ldvarnish@gmail.com

Offchurch 100 Club
Sadly, there has been a lack of support for the 100 Club this time. At
the time of writing, only 66 have signed up. This is due doubtless in
part to the state of the economy. So I have decided regretfully to
abandon doing it this year. Hopefully it can be started again in a year
or two. Also, I think it would be better to start in the spring rather than
at Christmas time when expenses are high.
Those of you who have already sent me a cheque or cash will of
course get it returned in the near future.
Thank you to all of you who supported the 100 Club in the past.
John Mander
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News from the Bell Tower
HARVEY RINGS HIS FIRST PEAL!!!
Yes, really, Harvey Innocent rang his first peal just after Christmas,
and, in so doing became the first Offchurch ringer this century to
achieve this feat. Well done Harvey!
There are not many ringers who manage to ring a peal on an inside
bell at the age of 13, but on Friday 30th December, with the help of five
other very experienced ringers, Harvey managed to ring over 5,000
changes of Plain Bob Minor at Barford church in approximately two
and three quarter hours. He said he could hardly move at the end,
which is no surprise, as most people I know who have rung a peal will
say the same thing after their first attempt. It is not just a feat of endurance though, but one especially of concentration. I suspect – no, I
know – that I would have failed on both counts!
But it is not just about Harvey that I write this time. Harvey’s brother
Sandy has been making really good progress battling with our rather
heavier bells at Offchurch, and he has now started ringing regularly for
the Sunday services.
As well as Harvey and Sandy, it is really pleasing to be able to report
that our band has been joined by Paul Kaye, who, following his beginner’s lessons at Kineton, has also started ringing at St Gregory’s. It’s
good to have a new Offchurch resident amongst us, and hopefully by
the time you are reading this, Julie Howell from Offa House, who has
also been taking beginner’s lessons at Kineton, will be back ringing
again in the tower. Both are making excellent progress.
Paddy Taylor

Reading Circle
We meet on the last Tuesday of every month, at 8.00pm, in each
other’s homes. The book for February is When God was a Rabbit, by
Sarah Winman. We welcome anyone who would like to come along.
For further information on where the next get-together is, please ring
01926 886119.
Reading Circle members
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Offchurch Crafts
Firstly, a big thank you to everyone who turned out on a bitterly cold
and frosty night in January to brainstorm ideas about setting up regular
craft meetings in the village.
We decided to have a monthly get-together on the fourth Thursday of
each month, from 7.30pm in the Village Hall – although please
note that February’s meeting ONLY will be on Thursday 16th, to
avoid clashing with other activities. The only costs initially will be for
the hire of the hall, and so there will be a £10 subscription for the first
six months. (Visitors welcome: give it a try for just £2.50 per session.)
We hope the meetings will be informal, relaxed and above all, enjoyable, with members either bringing along their own projects, or working
on a joint one. There’s no pressure at all to join in a group project, but
whatever you want to do (see the list below of crafts that people currently practise or would like to know more about), it will be an opportunity to take time out to do something creative in good company – and
for us to learn from each other.
We will also be starting up an “Altered Books” group. For more information about this, and if you are interested in joining the craft group,
do come along to the first session on Thursday 16th from 7.30 pm.
Either bring your own work, or join in making bunting, which can be
tackled by any level of ability, and the bunting can then be used for
village celebrations and events. (Please bring scissors, pinking
shears, pins, sewing machine if possible, thread, any oddments of colourful fabric that you can spare.)
Janet (01926 425430; seatons@me.com)
Papier mâché, tapestry, painting and embroidery on
fabric, sewing, making wire figures, knitting, crochet,
patchwork, quilting, doll-making, paper “engineering”,
floristry crafts, felt making, creating sketchbooks,
drawing, altered books (mixed media collage), and
anything else you can think of...
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Woven Threads
The Woven Threads Arts Project is being launched this
month...

Tea Party Invitation!
Please join us for a 1950s tea party
Sunday 12th February
Village Hall
3.30pm-5.30pm
Come and meet artist Michaela McMillan, and be inspired by the
1950s theme to share your stories and reminiscences, and enjoy
tea, cake and music from the Coronation decade.
There will be more information about the project at the event, and
Michaela is looking forward to meeting you and hearing your ideas
for the artwork.
This is a free event for all village residents.

Over the coming months Michaela will be working with us to produce
an outdoor sculptural art work in the village field as part of the village
Jubilee celebrations. The artwork will be inspired by images, stories
and memories of the 1950’s decade.
You may or may not have experienced life in the 1950s at first hand,
but perhaps there are other members of your family who have stories to tell about life in that iconic decade. Vintage design is very
much in style today, and Michaela will be using images to link personal reminiscences with the present day. These will include music,
transport, and family life as well as the memories of the coronation.
If you have any old photographs or other memorabilia lurking in the
attic which you ‘d like to share, these can be put to good use to aid
Michaela’s research.
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During February and March, Michaela will be running some taster
workshops to help us find out more about the materials and techniques we will be using to create the final Woven Threads structure. Here are the dates:
Monday 13th February
10.00am-12.30pm children’s workshop
Bling workshop! - Use wires and glitz inspired by the crown and
forthcoming diamond jubilee celebrations to create fabulous artwork.
Thursday 23rd February
7.30pm-9.30pm open drop-in workshop for all ages
Stories in text workshop - Using printing, stamps and lettering to
incorporate recollections and 50s stories into the art project, on papers and wire.
Saturday 3rd March
10.00am-12.30pm open drop-in workshop for all ages
Weaving workshop - an opportunity to use lots of different materials
to create small weavings inspired by classic 50s images

Then, in March, there will be a series of one-day workshops where
the artwork will be created. These will be open workshops suitable for
all ages and abilities, to be held between 10.00am and 4.00pm on
the following Saturdays:
17th March, 31st March, 14th April, 28th April
More details of these events will be coming up in next month’s magazine.
Janet Seaton and Kate Sargent
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Oh Lady Be Good
Saturday 11th February 8.00pm
Cabaret Night at Eathorpe Village Hall
Melissa Western sings Ella Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday, Aretha Franklin,
Maria Callas and many more, accompanied by Greg Gottlieb on double bass and Antony Dyer on piano and guitar.
All the way from Brisbane, we are lucky enough to catch Melissa on
her UK trip, where she takes the audience on a tour of the 20th century
with the great divas as guides. She has a tremendous singing voice
and a great personality to match. Her sassy and sultry blues numbers
are a particular treat.
Previous visits to the UK at the Edinburgh Festival gave her four and
five star reviews - "absolutely brilliant... enthralling vocal talents
wowed the audience" .
Tickets: £8.50 / £7.00 (o-65s, u-18s) if booked before 5th February,
£10.00 / £8.50 if later.
Ring 01926 632575 or 632242 or email sueateathorpe@gmail.com

Rachmaninoff comes to Eathorpe!
Oh yes he does, in the form of Andrean Lazarov from Bulgaria, a concert pianist who has played with the likes of Sir Simon Rattle, Sir Colin
Davis, the LSO, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra... the list goes on.
He has agreed to give a recital, including pieces by Rachmaninoff,
Ravel, Schubert and Liszt on
Saturday 25th February at 8.00pm
Eathorpe Village Hall
An opportunity not to be missed
Ticket prices not yet decided (at time of going to print) but will be maximum £12.50 including a glass of wine. And there will be an informal
chat session after the concert. Ring Sue on 01926 632575 or email
sueateathorpe@gmail.com.
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Offchurch Village Magazine
It is good news to hear that Catherine Kaye has volunteered to take
over the magazine from Jane who has done such a wonderful job for
many, many years. We are very grateful to Catherine for taking this
job on. I do urge you all to make sure any articles you wish to be included are with Catherine by the date printed in the magazine, usually
two weeks before the end of the month.
I have collected the money from most of you to pay for the printing and
expenses for many years. I would like to thank you for your donations
so far this year. For those who have not paid, please let me have your
donation asap. The cost of printing has gone up from £45 to £50 per
month this year owing to the cost of the ink. We just broke even for
last year having had a few outside adverts, but we do need your donations to make sure we are on an even keel for next year. We haven’t
put up the amount for several years and it would be nice if we could
keep the donation at £5.
Valerie Graham 01926 423677

From your New Editor...
Hello! My name is Catherine Kaye. I recently moved to Offchurch from
Great Gransden, Cambridgeshire, where I lived with my family for
nearly 11 years. As I am entirely new to this part of the country, I
thought I would take on the challenge of editing the magazine: what
better way to get to meet people and find out about all the events taking place in the village?! Thank you for all the offers of help I have received already as I take on this new venture. If you have any suggestions on how we could improve the magazine, feel free to contact me:
offchurchnews@gmail.com or 01926 425192. In the meantime, remember that the deadline for the March issue is 18th February 2012!
Please e-mail or deliver your contribution (the earlier the better!).
Thank you.
Catherine Kaye, Nine Hills Cottage, Welsh Road

Free to a Good Home
Boy’s bike to suit age 5-7
Girl’s bike to suit age 7-9
Both are sturdy bikes with lots of life left in them!
Contact Heather on 01926 422476
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St Gregory's - A Sanctuary for Wildlife
Februeer
Doth cut and shear.
Double faced February.
There is always one fine week in
February
February, like other months, experiences fast changing weather. A
couple of days of mild wet weather can quickly alter to a bitterly cold
easterly. The contrast is felt more during the winter months. The last
phrase in the saw above gave a very good result of 59% after searching for at least seven days in February from 1861 to 1971. We have
something to look forward to this month then.
Well, so far, a better winter than in 2011 but we must beware;
When the cat in February lies in
the sun, she will creep behind
the stove in March.
This saw states that a warm February will be followed by a cold March
and when tested gave a 49% result over 43 years. Just you keep an
eye on the cat this month.
You will remember that last month we dealt with the fallen branch and
cut it up into logs leaving the twigs and small branches. This gave us
a gorgeous bonfire which burned every scrap, perfect weather. Dry
with a strong breeze. We also gathered up the many small bits blown
off the trees in the various gales in December and January. Yes the
churchyard looked a mess. Not any more. All gone on the fire. We
were a bit late for the winter solstice but never mind.
In January, what a surprise, many spring flowers budding and bursting
everywhere. Dog violets, primroses (they look just like primroses but
are a cross between the wild primrose and the cultivated primula),
snowdrops, winter aconites and, the big surprise, a cranesbill. Herb
Robert I think, I looked it up in the book and it is supposed to flower
from March onwards. It has been mild particularly in December last.
What a difference in 2010. Then in January 2011, we found only
snowdrops and aconites out at the end of the month. Oh by the way,
keep an eye on Sandy's display board in church, you will find some of
our very early buds there.
Can I just say hello to Catherine? Hello and thanks for taking on this
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enormous task in editing the magazine; we do appreciate it.
Time ticks on and we will be mowing again in a few weeks won't we? I
think I like the winter best for this reason, a bit of a rest and bonfires
(just a child at heart). More work to come however. What about Saturdays, 11th and 25th February, 9.30am till 1.00pm.? Ok then, I'll be
there.
Thanks again for all your help.
Mike Porter

Offchurch Village Website
Dear all,
Some of you may know about the Offchurch website, others may not.
You can find it at www.offchurch.org.uk
We currently have pages about the parish council, Offchurch plan,
HS2, Village Hall, clubs and societies (e.g. the garden club) as well as
some local history and local walks. We also regularly post information
about village events and other local news.
However, we are hungry for more and are encouraging people to contribute!
If you would like to get involved, we would love to hear from you. You
could publicise your event, put up contact details for your club or society, tell us about something local and much more…
For those of you familiar with editing websites, I have made a guest
user for people to try things out. The username and password are
both ‘guest’. Those who would like a little more assistance should
email me at webmaster@offchurch.org.uk and we will customise some
training or find some other way to make it happen.
We are also looking for some pictures from budding photographers
that represent Offchurch in order to make the site more visual
(particularly for the header / title).
Looking forward to hearing from you, with both comments and contributions!
Matt Geddes
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Minutes of Joint Parish Council Meeting
15 November 2011
A meeting of the EATHORPE, HUNNINGHAM, OFFCHURCH AND
WAPPENBURY, JOINT PARISH COUNCIL, held on Tuesday 15th
November 2011 at Offchurch at 7.30pm.
Present
Councillor W.Redford, chairman, Councillors J. Hammon, M. Burgun,
S. Palmer, D. Mynors, M. Brooks and Mrs. J. Seaton
Also present County Councillor M. Doody and 2 members of the public.
1. Apologies
Received from Mrs. M.Green, Mrs.R.Commander and Mrs. C. Foyer.
The clerk asked that he be advised before meetings of any who are
unable to attend, as we were very close to not having a quorum at the
last meeting.
2. Declarations of interest
None.
3. Minutes
Having been circulated beforehand, the minutes were taken as read,
agreed and signed by the chairman.
4. Matters arising
None
5. Wildflower Meadow
Andrew Phillips from Hunningham outlined a proposal to plant some
apple trees in the meadow. A representative from The South Warwickshire Forestry spoke in more detail, and noted that both funds, and
practical assistance is available, asking only for our approval to the
scheme.
Councillor Doody advised that the meadow is owned by the District
Council, who stipulated at the outset that nothing should be done without approval from the Parish Council. There is also an archaeological
site underneath, which has to be protected. Councillors M. Doody and
J. Hammon declared an interest as District Councillors.
It was unanimously agreed to consent.
6. Planning
W110087: Hall Farm, Hunningham. New Dwelling
No Objn
W110900: 4, Spring Cottages, Offchurch
do
W110996: Lawns House, Wappenbury. Garage
do
W111186: Hill Top, Offchurch. Extension
do
W111206: Cottage, Hunningham Hill
do
W111264: BT Cabinet, Eathorpe. Placement
Objn
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Objn sent, suggesting an alternative positions.
7. Highways
Repairs to the surface in School Hill Offchurch, and the tree cutting at
Wappenbury, are in hand. Drains in School Lane, Hunningham have
been jetted. There is considerable concern over the new entrance to
the field near the village hall at Offchurch.
With high banks either side and limited vision, it is considered dangerous. Many approaches were made to the District and County Councils
at the first indication, who seemed to have little knowledge at first.
Highways then informed us that being on a D classified road, no permission was needed.
We are dismayed at the lack of communication between councils.
Councillor Doody has taken this matter up with those concerned, and
continues to pursue the safety aspect.
Offchurch Councillors have produced a draft letter of complaint, which
is to be given to Councillor Doody, who will make sure that the relative
departments are made aware of our views.
Councillor Burgun noted that previous applications in the vicinity have
been refused on safety grounds, and that a system of communications
should be put in place to avoid such entrances.
8. Police matters
There is nothing significant to report from the recent Forum, only a few
minor nuisances.
9. Correspondence
Invitation received re a service in Warwick in February, to celebrate the
Queen's Jubilee.
Councillor Doody referred to the District Council Plan, soon to be produced, covering the next 15 years. He gave a brief outline of the delicate decisions to be taken over housing needs. At present we are
3500 affordable housing short, and he explained the financial implications. Local villages could be involved in the larger number of houses
required in the next 15 years.
10. Chairman’s report
Councillor Redford reminded us of the earlier request from Weston,
regarding access to the minutes.
As these are a matter of public record, and should be available to anyone who may be interested from a historical aspect, it was agreed that
they should be deposited at the county records office in Warwick.
Clerk to arrange this.
St Michael's Close playground having been closed, they need our consent to cancel the licence. This was agreed.
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A grant of £100 has been received towards the cost of life saving
equipment near the Eathorpe allotments. This is from the Community
Forum.
11. HS2
It is expected that the decision to go ahead is likely to be made in December. The County have provided £50k and the District £100k towards the cost of opposition. The District Council are on the executive
and do not wish to discuss an alternative route, but to totally oppose.
12. Finance
Received:- £6530 Precept, £665 Play equipment.
Payments:- Chq. 971 - Offchurch Insurance £763.31. 969 - Clerk
£176. 970 - Tax £44. 971 - Play Inspn £165.60. 972 - Mowing £94.
973 - Clerk Expns £114.90. 974 - Room Hire £20. 975 - Playground
£40.
Councillor Palmer noted that ROSPA had marked an item at Offchurch, as medium risk, one of those they had previously passed
themselves.
13. AOB
No response as yet over our refusal to pay the landowner's fees over
the Eathorpe Lease.
Next Meeting - 17th January at Hunningham.

Straight from the Horse’s Mouth
The only sure way of establishing the age of a horse is to examine its
front teeth. This provided incontrovertible proof, so much so that
“straight from the horse’s mouth” became synonymous with the most
senior and highly respected source on any given subject.

Bald as a Coot
The coot is a water bird with black plumage which contrasts sharply
with its white bill that extends up to its forehead. This striking appearance makes it look at a glance as if it is bald, and people with hairless
heads have been referred to as being “as bald as a coot” from as long
ago as the 13th century.
Margaret Phillips

PAGE 18

www.offchurch.org.uk

Offchurch News

Government Announcement
and Open Village Meeting
The government has now made its long awaited announcement to proceed with the HS2 proposal. This is of course not good news for Offchurch, and nationally opposition to HS2 is likely to intensify rather
than diminish. Many people will have seen the media coverage, both
locally and nationally, which made clear the strength of the arguments
against the decision, not just in terms of disruption along the line but
the weakness of the economic and environmental case for HS2 and
the much better uses which could be made of public money in a period
of cuts. The proposals for the route further north to Manchester and
Leeds, which will be announced later this year, will bring forward a
wave of new opposition.
Following the government announcement, there will be several very
important processes taking place over the next few months, including:
A public consultation on blight and compensation
Further consultation on mitigation measures
As announced in last month’s Offchurch News, we will be holding an
Open Village Meeting at 7.00pm on Tuesday 7th February in Offchurch Village Hall. The purpose of this will be to inform residents in
more detail about the government decision and the implications for
Offchurch, and how your action group proposes both to continue to
oppose HS2 while at the same time working to mitigate the local impact were it to go ahead.
There will be plenty of time for discussion and we look forward to seeing you there!
Offchurch HS2 Action Group

Offchurch Garden Club
Visitors and new members are always welcome to the Village Hall on
the last Monday of the month, from 7.30pm, ready for a 7.45pm start. It
would be great to see you there. If you would like any more information, just call Mo Chivers on 01926 613477 or e-mail mo@crisford.net
Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th February: Stars and Snowdrops, open
weekend, Hanwell Observatory, nr Banbury
Monday 27th February: Madeira, Garden of the Atlantic, speaker: John
Gibson.
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Offchurch Weatherwatch December 2011
Welcome to Offchurch Weatherwatch in which I will endeavour to offer
a greater insight into the past month’s weather in our village. However,
I’ll leave forecasting next month’s weather to the professionals!
I shall continue to give a detailed account of the previous month’s rainfall but will also include temperature and pressure information along
with hours of sunshine for the area. Currently, I cannot record sunshine hours so I will rely on the Bablake Weather Station in Coventry
for those details. I hope you find the extra information interesting and I
welcome any feedback on the changes and what else you may like to
see.
I hesitate to say the drought conditions are over but for the first time for
over a year December’s rainfall exceeded the Offchurch monthly average. At 56.5 mm it is well above the 45 mm average we have experienced over the past seven years. As you will note from the rainfall
chart we experienced rain on many days of December. Had this been
the previous year, this would have been snow but with an average
temperature of 6.1 °C it was just rain that fell, thankfully. The month
was mild as the chart for outdoor temperatures shows with only four
days when temperatures fell below zero overnight.

Despite the rain it was a relatively sunny month with around 63 hours
which is 13% above the 30 year average for our area.
Finally, looking at atmospheric pressure over the month, the chart at
the top of p.19 shows a variation from in relative pressure from 986
hPa to 1035 hPa. Relative pressure is used by the metrological services and is the sea-level equivalent pressure. The hecto Pascal (hPa)
is the International Unit of pressure. 1000 hPa is equivalent to 1000
millibar or 29.53 inches of mercury if you have an old barometer.
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Weather Sayings:
“As the days lengthen so the cold strengthens.”
There’s a good deal of truth in this old saying for January. Despite the
increase in day length and hopefully in sunshine, the sea temperatures
lag behind so are still cooling in January. Consequently, February is
often colder on average than January: we shall see what happens this
year!

Village Hall Notices
Village Hall Cleaning On the rota for February: Valerie Graham and
Margaret Phillips
Open Meeting – Diamond Jubilee weekend The next meeting to organise village celebrations for the Diamond Jubilee weekend in June
will be on Thursday 15th March at 8.00pm in the Hall. Your help is
needed to make this a fun family occasion – please come along to the
meeting.
Village Hall AGM There will be two vacancies on the Village hall Committee, which we will be seeking to fill at the AGM in March 2012. If
you think you might be interested to join our busy, vibrant committee,
contact Kate on 01926 330307 or Liz on 01926 886119 to find out
more.
Village Hall Committee The next meeting of the Village Hall Committee will be on Thursday 9th February 2012 at 7.30pm in the Village
Hall.
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WALK 6
A walk to WestonWeston-underunder-Wetherley and Wappenbury, returning via Hunningham
– approx 10km
Turn left out of St Gregory's Church entrance gate and left again down the hill to
the Welsh Road. Turn right at the bottom of the hill and cross the road in front of
the Stag pub. Follow the footpath sign by Holly Cottage, walking forward through
the gate and across the field. Cross the stile, through Manor Farm gate and over
another stile to walk forward across the field, noting the old water pump on the
left. Cross a further stile and into a field following the left-hand hedge, until you
reach a small copse. Follow the path through the copse, then through the gate into
a field, following a right-hand hedge towards a group of farm buildings. On reaching the farm track by some barns, turn left along this track/bridleway. At this point
you can see Weston Church on the skyline.
At the end of the track, go through the gate – towards the left you will see a bridge
over the River Leam (the footpath through the riverside meadow here goes to
Hunningham). But our walk takes us over the river bridge, through a short wooded
section (which can be muddy), up into a field where we follow a right-hand hedge
for a short distance to a marker post. Go straight on here (the path leading left
across the field goes to Cubbington). Follow waymarking through a gap in the
hedge to follow a left-hand hedge. Cross a concrete bridge over a small ditch,
through a kissing gate to follow a further lefthand hedge.
Keep straight on at the marker post, and on reaching a brick barn go through the
pedestrian gate on the left, then right through a kissing gate to follow a waymarked
path across a field to the “gate within a gate” directly opposite. Continue forward
following a right-hand hedge, passing a solitary oak tree in the field.
(At the field corner, if you wish to go directly to Hunningham, go through a gateway on the right and follow marker posts). However, to continue our walk keep
following the field boundary (right-hand hedge) and at the next field corner go
right on a path between trees. Very shortly this leads out through a gate onto the
Princethorpe-Cubbington road opposite Church Farm.
Go right and follow the pavement for 10 minutes or so – ignore a turning on the
right signposted Village Hall, but where the main road bends sharply to the left, go
right on the lane signposted Long Itchington and Hunningham. In a very few
yards, take a waymarked path on the left to follow a left-hand hedge. Go through
a gated stile and keep left across a fenced bridge and forward over a stile to follow a
left-hand hedge. At the first field corner, keep following the left-hand hedge, but
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at the second field corner go through the gap in the hedge.
The path goes straight forward across the field – at the far side of the field, pass to
the right of the pond, keep ahead into a dip and out again, ascending between trees
to follow a right-hand hedge. At this point you will pass a lovely plantation of
Christmas trees, and cross a stile.
About two hours from leaving Offchurch, you are on the outskirts of Wappenbury.
To visit the village and church, go straight ahead here, but to continue the walk
take the bridleway through the gate on the right. Walk down the field to the next
gate and cross a river bridge – go forward to a metal gate to follow a right-hand
hedge through an old gate into the next field. Still following a right-hand hedge,
keep going until you emerge onto the Long Itchington to Weston under Wetherley road.
Turn right and walk down the road (care required as there is no pavement) as far as
the Red Lion pub. Take a footpath on the left over a stile immediately before the
river bridge. Follow the riverside meadow (ignore a stile on the left) and continue
through a gate. You will see Hunningham Church to the left here. Keep following
the path through another gate to follow a lefthand hedge. Keep forward across the
river meadows until you see a gate ahead in the top left-hand corner of the field.
Go through this gate and follow a right-hand hedge along a field edge until you
reach a marker post. Bear left across the field at this point, through a gap to cross
the corner of another field – follow the waymarked route, through another gap and
along the left-hand hedge of the next field. You will see farm buildings ahead, and
on reaching the barns cross the farm track and continue on the waymarked footpath opposite (NB from here the return route follows the outward route in reverse). Go through the gateway and follow a lefthand fence. On reaching the field
corner, go through the gate into the copse ahead. This section is often muddy, but
very short and you will soon emerge into fields – follow the right-hand hedge
along a field edge, and you will see Offchurch coming into view ahead.
Cross a stile, across a field past an old pump to cross another stile into Manor Farm
yard. Go through the gate, and over a further stile ahead into a field. A gate on
the far side of this field will lead you onto the Welsh Road opposite The Stag pub.
Cross the road and retrace your steps up School Hill to the Church.
Judith Perry and Paul Heaton
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A Letter from Portsmouth
It seems strange to write a letter from Portsmouth when we hardly feel
that we have gained residential status. It is odd to walk around the
neighbourhood without knowing who lives where but in our small community of Spinnaker Quay, we enjoy each other’s company where the
friendship is both real and practical. Of course, it is wonderful to find
old Naval colleagues still living in the area as well as those friends of
our youth who never left the south coast. We seem to do more walking now that we live in a city. Our local shop is the Co-operative,
which is crammed with stuff and where it is difficult to find things: the
eggs, for example, can be with the sweets or the newspapers, but
sometimes with the vegetables.
As we live in a flat overlooking the fish dock, there are two wholesale
fishmongers at hand, both of which are happy to serve callers. So we
have been enjoying the freshest of fish and seafood, which we are
happy to serve to the many visitors that come to see us in our new
home.
To our delight, there are a number of buses that are within easy reach
and we proudly flash our Warwickshire Senior bus passes and then
venture into the city centre that is full of the usual shops or Southsea,
which is a little more interesting. Should we have a load of shopping,
we take a six-wheeled trolley that is designed to be dragged up stairs.
Best of all is to order our weekly grocery from Waitrose who promise to
deliver to the kitchen, which they do with a friendly grace despite the
two flights of stairs.
We feel very safe in our new home. Apart from two electronic locks, a
dead bolt and a built-in alarm system, we have regular police foot patrols, patrols from a panda car and the police patrol boats visit the
docks twice or more each day. Old Portsmouth 50 years ago used to
be a dodgy area and I rarely visited when I was appointed to Victory
Barracks. Now it has been totally transformed and renovated and is,
perhaps, one of the most desirable residential parts of Portsmouth.
Our parish church is Portsmouth Cathedral, which has a Parish Eucharist at 9.30am every Sunday. I was told that the locals attend this service but, to date, few have spoken, so I guess they are a reserved lot.
I have made friends with a Nigerian couple who are also puzzled at the
lack of fellowship. I told them that in some churches the congregation
likes to worship in the privacy of their own souls. On the other hand,
the clergy are welcoming and I have had a good conversation with the
Dean, who is considering putting on my modern morality play called
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Everyman.
Despite our flat being spacious, we do find that we seem too crowded
not having a study and library, let alone good storage space. So we
have spent several months with an architect and have come up with a
plan for a mezzanine floor, as was originally intended according to the
plans submitted to the planning authority in 2003. This floor will add
75m2 to our home, with an extra bedroom and bathroom as well as a
small gallery where we can display our pots, etc, which can be seen
from below. We have commissioned a builder, who has promised that
all will be ready for when we return from Carriacou after Easter. (Our
architect says that he is not only reliable, but also pays great attention
to detail, although we are not uncrossing our fingers yet.)
One of the reasons for moving south was to be nearer to our son Richard, who lives with his family on the Isle o Wight. We find that the
hovercraft is most convenient being 12 mins walk away and taking only
10 mins to cross the Solent. We are not too far from Gatwick either, to
which there is a direct line from Portsmouth Harbour Station. The fare
is ridiculously cheap if booked in advance with a senior rail card, and
the train takes you to the airport where the check-in desks are a lift and
walkway away from the platform. As most Caribbean flights and Canadian charters leave from Gatwick, we feel pretty smug about the arrangement.
Our other major flight is to South Africa to see Gavin, who is now a
Professor of Zoology at The Western Cape University. We saw him
earlier this year when we took all our grandchildren on a safari to Timbavati (a huge game reserve adjoining Kruger to the East). We all had
a most memorable visit, seeing more animals both great and small
than we had hoped for. However, our youngest grandson was sad that
there were no meerkats. We saw a stuffed one in Cape Town but it
was not quite what he had hoped for.
As I finish writing this brief letter, I look out of the window and notice
that three of the tugs are getting ready to go out and pull in another
cargo vessel. So much going on just outside the window: we both think
that it would be so good to share this scene with our old friends in Offchurch.
Laurence Measey
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Welsh Road Temporary Closure
Warwickshire County Council propose to make a Temporary Traffic
Order closing the above road from the junction of C36 Welsh Road
and C91 Radford Road to a point approximately 100m northwest of the
junction of C36 Welsh Road and D2351 School Hill to all traffic.
The Order will commence on 19th February 2012 and will last for a period of 18 months, or until the works are completed, whichever is the
earlier. However, it is anticipated the road will only be closed between 19th February 2012 and 23rd February 2012.
The closure is required for carriageway repairs and resurfacing.
Pedestrian access to and egress from properties and land situated
adjacent to the length of road to be closed will be maintained at all
times. Vehicular access will be maintained where possible.
An alternative route will be signed and is available via:- C91 Long Itchington Road, B4455 Fosse Way, C33 Huningham Road, B4453 Rugby
Road, C36 Windmill Road/Offchurch Road/Welsh Road (and in reverse order).
The Council regrets any inconvenience that may be caused. The persons dealing with this matter at Warwickshire County Council are Mr
Chris Brooke, County Highways (01926 414083) and Mr Chris Williams, (01926 412515).
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TOTAL INSTALLATIONS
PLUMBING & HEATING LIMITED
Bathrooms * En-suites
Wet rooms * Kitchens
Floor and wall tiling * Central heating systems
Hot water cylinder replacement
Repairs and maintenance
Ben: 07876 444096 * Will: 07876 444097
Visit our website: www.total-installations.com
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Cubbington Ranger Guides are currently recruiting!

Are you aged between 14 and 25?
How would you like to come and join us, make new friends and take
part in loads of great trips and activities?!

We are a wellwell-established group with 3 leaders and have a varied
and interesting programme which ranges from camps, canal boat
trips and international jamborees to performing on stage with
WAGS Gang Show. We can help you to develop and realise your
potential as well as learn new skills for life, increase your selfselfesteem and confidence and have a great laugh with new friends.
We are based at Cubbington Village Hall and meet most Friday evenings during term time: 7.00pm -8.30pm.
We are a friendly group and we welcome girls from all faiths and
walks of life, to join us and have tons of fun! Come and join us!
If you or your daughter are interested, please give Di a call on
01926 774799 for more information or email
diddleydi@ntlworld.com.
Hope to see you soon!
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