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February /ˈfɛbrʊəri,ˈfɛbjʊəri /
noun

The second month of the year, in the northern
hemisphere usually considered the last month
of winter.
Origin

Middle English feverer, from Old French feverier, based on Latin februarius, from februa,
the name of a purification feast held in this
month. The spelling change in the 15th century was due to association with the Latin
word.

Offchurch News deadline: 19th February 2014
All notices for next issue to offchurchnews@gmail.com or
Catherine Kaye, Nine Hills Cottage, Welsh Road by this date at the
latest. Thank you.
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Village Hall Cleaning for February: Elise and John MacPherson
And a Special Note regarding the Cleaning in January:
Many thanks to Jane Inman for kindly taking on the village hall cleaning in January when I was recovering from surgery. Catherine.



Grey bin collection



Mobile Library stop: Old Post Office 9.15am-9.35am




Bell ringing practice, 7.30pm-9.00pm, Church Tower

Green bin collection

 Services in St Gregory’s Church
S





pp. 1819
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Sunday School, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

Family Service, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

Offchurch Garden Club 7.30pm, Village Hall. Contact Mo
Chivers 01926 613477

p. 9

Upholstery and soft furnishings class, 9.30-11.30am, VilOffchurchlage Hall. Contact Lynda Eadon on 01926 812598

CAMEO
Offchurch
CAMEO



Afternoon Club, 2.30pm, Village Hall. Contact Greta Sollett
Cameo, 8.00pm, Village Hall

p. 8
p. 20

Tennis Club Night (Thurs); Cricket (Sun), Netball (Mon)
times vary, Offchurch Sports Club



Churchyard Working Group, 9.30am-12.30pm, Churchyard
Reading Circle, 8.00pm, private home. Contact Liz Varnish
886119
Pilates classes at 12.15pm, 5.45pm and 7.00pm, Village
Hall. Contact Linda Renshaw 07915 855 420

pp. 1112
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From the Vicar
The C of E churches in the Southam area (including Marton) are making 2014 a special year under the banner “Hope14”. The idea is to
encourage people to look again at Jesus and the difference we say he
makes to our lives. The climax to the year will be the last week of September (from Saturday 20th to Sunday 28th) when a team of people led
by Roger Murphy from Through Faith Missions will come to help us at
various special events, including a visit by the New English Orchestra.
The year was launched last month, and the build up will include a “Lost
for Words” course beginning in March, to help us who are Christians
become more confident in explaining our faith.
I wonder how confident you are in explaining your faith – whatever that
faith may be. Your faith is what you live by. What you really believe
about yourself and the world you live in, about what is important and
worthwhile, colours your whole outlook, determines your motives and
affects your decisions and relationships throughout each day – but can
you put it into words? It is your “faith” because it cannot be proved
right or wrong, however good the reasons for it may be. Even if you
say you have no faith, much of what you live by is based on unproven
presuppositions – very reasonable ones, no doubt, but unproven nevertheless. The whole scientific world is based on the assumption that
laws of science are not liable to change.
There is usually a difference between what we say we believe and
what we really believe. There shouldn’t be, of course, but sometimes
we imagine we believe something when our actions prove we don’t
really believe it. When we try to put our faith into words, we may find
ourselves challenged either to change what we say, or to change how
we behave. Maybe we’d rather not face the challenge... but wasn’t it
Socrates who said, “A life unexamined is a life not worth living”?
A faith worth living by is constantly changing. It grows and is strengthened as its tenets are confirmed by experience or reason, it is revisited
as new evidence or ideas are found. A faith that is never re-examined,
never allowed to be tested against the evidence, never changed, is not
likely to be a strong faith. It is more likely to be a dead one! But if we
want our faith truly to live, we need to be able to put it into words.
What faith do you live by?
Tim Britton (01926 812518 or email tim@thefeldongroup.org.uk)
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February Church Diary and Rota
2nd

10.00am

Matins

9th

10.00am

Holy Communion with
David / Wendy
Sunday School

16th

10.00am

Family Service

Marcia

23rd

10.00am

Holy Communion

Tim / Wendy

Jo King / Wendy

Midweek worship with prayer for the village takes place in St Gregory’s every Thursday at 5.00pm – all welcome.

Christian Aid Christmas Appeal
A big thank you to you Christmas worshippers at St Gregory's. You
raised £130.50 for the Christian Aid Christmas Appeal. Now just in
case you missed it, do give me a call and I will let you have an envelope.
Mike Porter 01926 624909

Offchurch 100 Club
January 2014 Draw
The winners of the eighth draw of the 100 club are as follows:
1st Prize Judith Perry
2nd Prize Margaret Phillips
3rd Prize Sam Lee
Congratulations to our winners.
Thank you to everyone for your support.
John Mander
PAGE 5
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ST GREGORY’S MATTERS
Christmas Past: Some of the more rewarding services at St Gregory’s
have affectionately attracted the handle “Plastic Chair” events - when
all the pews and comfy seats at the back are taken, and our reserve of
stacking chairs is hurriedly deployed.
And it came to pass that, in the beginning, so it was with our Carol
Service.
Not only that, some impressive statistics emerged: 93 worshippers
(adults and children), 141 candles, 8.4 litres of mulled wine (not to
mention at least 5,000 mince-pies!) … and ONE common purpose …
to celebrate, together, as an inclusive community, the awesome wonder that is embodied in the Christmas Story. To this end, under
Tim’s leadership, we were inspired by the contributions of our readers,
angelic red-cassocked choristers, Wendy’s choirists, a visiting treble
soloist and our own musicians (including Eve, making her St Gregory’s
debut).
The lively after-service fellowship was spiced up by the willing efforts
of our dedicated band of wine-mullers and pie-mincers.
We give thanks for another spiritually uplifting “togetherness”
experience!
Grave concerns: The procedure for reserving a designated burial plot
in our churchyard has recently changed in response to guidelines published by the diocese. Anyone who now wishes to apply must complete
the inevitable form (available on-line or from the Diocesan Registrar),
and wing it off with the published fee.
Reassuringly, the facility does not come with a “use-by-date”, but neither is there any provision for a refund for those who achieve their
short-sighted ambition of terrestrial immortality.
NB Acceptance of an application will simply guarantee a chosen resting place for your bony remains. Any decision about the fate of your
soul rests with an infinitely more auspicious authority.
PAGE 6
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One of the more notable and touching occasions at St Gregory’s during the recent past was the marriage of Chris and Charlotte Clark of
Fields Farm The story of their loving relationship, in the face of difficult
challenges, has rightly been recognised, nationally, by Cosmopolitan
whose eminent panel of judges presented Chris and Charlotte with the
“Ultimate Love Story Award” in this year’s “Cosmopolitan Ultimate
Women of the Year” ceremony.
“Charlotte and Chris are the most amazing couple who show what
true love is all about”
(Louise Court Editor, Cosmopolitan).
We continue to pray for them both.
The mighty ocean deep: The twelve boats competing in the 2013-14
Clipper Round the World Race left London in September. They arrived
in Brisbane in early January, where St Gregory’s very own Edward
Gildea joined the crew of “Switzerland”. Clutching his hallowed piece
of St Gregory’s stonework, he will be a key member of the crew during
the long voyage back to London (12th July) via Singapore, China, USA
(W), Panama, Jamaica, USA (E), Ireland and Holland.
Edward has specifically asked that we pray for him during this adventure. His progress can be followed at: http://www.edwardgildea.co.uk
and, should you wish, you can email best wishes etc to edward@edwardgildea.co.uk. Contributions to his chosen charity (Mercy
Ships) can be made at: https://www.justgiving.com/Edward-Gildea
Preacher feature: Recently, as a parish, we have had to consider
ways in which we can ensure ongoing coverage of our services in a
way that maintains the spiritual meaningfulness and richness of our
worship. Thanks to the initiative of our Church Wardens we have recently enjoyed satisfying inputs from three visiting preachers:
Jo King, an experienced and dedicated Reader from St Mary’s, Cubbington, faithfully presided over two of our Matins Services.
Jill Hopkinson, from Long Itchington, who is the National Rural Officer
for the Church of England, cheerfully gave up the early part of her
Christmas Day to lead us in our Family Service.
Penny Frank, who has, amongst many other things, led Christian
Communities in Ethiopia and Switzerland, came to worship with us at
our Epiphany Mattins Service.
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We are thankful to all three for their willing support and look forward to
welcoming them again to St Gregory’s in the near future.
Taking time off: The St Gregory’s
west-facing clock has finally been
brought down to earth and is,
somewhat ignominiously, languishing in a dank, dungeonous corner of
the boiler room. This seems a lamentably harsh fate for a true servant that has reliably harbingered
the time to Offchurch for the past
176 years. The sheer magnitude of
this achievement might be more
easily grasped when we consider
that, during its lifetime, the minute
hand has, without faltering, tracked
around the face about one-and-ahalf million times!

Look - NO HANDS!

The job of removal, expertly managed by Bob, involved two carefully
chosen men whose accomplishment was particularly laudable given
that, at the outset, one declared that he couldn’t stand heights and the
other that he was terrified of spiders!
Anyway, once they’d removed the hands, it only took them an hour –
at least, they think it was an hour!
David Varnish

Afternoon Club
Our first meeting after Christmas took place at the village hall. For this
meeting, we all brought a present, put each of them in a basket, and
chose one, making sure we did not pick the one we had brought. Before tea, we played a game and had to put our thinking caps on: try
thinking of a river commencing with the letter “V”... This, however
started the year well.
The February meeting is on Monday 10th February in the village hall.
This is the AGM, where we also plan the programme for 2014-2015.
We look forward to seeing everyone then.
Valerie and Greta
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Offchurch Garden Club
Our next meeting will take place on Monday 24th February at 7.30pm
at the village hall. Topic: Wildlife in Marton 2013. Speaker: Graham
Robson.
There will be a members’ sales table.
For further information, please contact Mo Chivers on 01926 613477
or e-mail mo@crisford.net.
Happy Gardening.
Mo Chivers

Reading Circle
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 25th February 2014, 8.00pm, at
the home of Kate Sargent, Corner Cottage, School Hill. We will be
discussing The Casual Vacancy by J K Rowling, helped along by wine
and nibbles!
We welcome anyone who would like to come and join us – we meet on
the last Tuesday of every month in each other’s houses.
For further information, please ring Liz on 01926 886119 or email
ldvarnish@gmail.com
Reading Circle members

Walks around Offchurch
The six local walks that were researched by Judith and Paul (published
in Offchurch News during 2011) have now been updated and printed in
booklet form, thanks to a grant from the Community Forum.
The booklet is available in St Gregory’s, the Village Hall and The Stag,
priced at just £1.00. It is also being distributed to newcomers to the
village along with the “Welcome Pack”.
The walks, which are clearly described in adequate detail, are all circuits that start and finish in the village. They vary in length, from The
Offchurch Greenway (5km) to Weston, Wappenbury and Hunningham (10km).
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BARN DANCE FOR
CHRISTIAN AID
Saturday 8th February 2014
7.30pm – 10.15pm
St. Nicholas Church Warwick, CV34 4JD
Musicians: Shane & Julia Day. Caller: Ian Meddoms
£7.00 supper included
(School age children accompanied by an adult £4)
Tickets from: Trevor Wills 01926 427811
or Ian Meddoms 01926 492945 or Mike Porter 01926 624909

Welcome
A warm welcome to Ceri Gorton and Mark Storey, who have moved
into 3 Smithy Cottages. We hope that they will be very happy living in
Offchurch.

Any ideas??
The Offchurch Events Group is starting to plan some village events for
this year, and we would love to hear from you if there is anything you
would like to see included in the programme.
Please call or email Janet with any suggestions or ideas: telephone
01926 425430; email seatons@me.com.
Thank you.
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St Gregory’s - A Sanctuary for Wildlife

If Candlemas Day be gay and bright,
Winter will have another flight.
But if Candlemas day brings cloud and rain,
Winter has gone and won't come again.

Probably the most famous and important of the Candlemas proverbs.
This produces quite good results of 57% accuracy. Candlemas Day
falls on the 2nd February and is the most prolific day of the year for
weather lore. By the mid 5th century, the day was celebrated by the
lighting of candles to commemorate Simeon's comments about Jesus
as "a light to lighten the gentiles". Also on this day, candles are thrown
away to mark the end of Christmas.
February weather produces early storms (24th January to 2nd February)
followed by a quiet anti-cyclonic period (usually 8th to 16th of the
month), giving cold frosty foggy weather. Another cold spell arrives
around 21st to 25th. Then comes a late stormy, cold spell, 26th to 9th
March. What a lovely month. Let's hope for a cloudy wet Candlemas
Day.
I do like this month in the churchyard, all promise. Yes, the early
spring bulbs are showing, snowdrops are out and daffodils in bud.
Also the wild crocus are peeping and the winter aconites have bursting
buds. I know it's always the same but it somehow feels different and
new. Silly old fool. No doubt you will have some of these signs in your
garden, excellent.
Our mole hills have been spread and the wild flower seeds from last
year have been sown and I can't wait for May/June. But I hear you say
"don't wish your life away, enjoy what we have now" and I know you
are right.
By good fortune we did not suffer any real wind damage in the churchyard but with the very wet weather our rubbish on the bonfire remains
unburned, oh for a drying wind. Things do look pretty tidy at the moment apart from the mole hills, so I hope we get a good start with the
mowing. It won't be long now.
Last month, we got together for our annual dinner in the White Lion,
Radford. Eleven of us, but I see from my file last year we were thirteen
- is it age and infirmity I ask? Whatever it is, the work goes on. Please
can we have two dry Saturdays in February? How about the 1st and
the 22nd, 9.30am till 12.30pm, with coffee at 11.00 am? Good, that's
PAGE 11
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OK then.
I had another look at our records and we started preparations, grant
applications and research etc regarding a wild life churchyard in September 1994; it will be twenty years this year, so get your thinking caps
on for a celebration.
Loads of thanks to you.
Mike Porter

Cooking Apples
If anyone would like any cooking apples, please contact
Valerie on 01926 423677. Thank you.

PAGE 12

www.offchurch.org.uk

Offchurch News

Big News for Offchurch News...
Dear all,
I cannot believe I am writing this, but the time has already come for me
to hand over as editor of the magazine due to new publishing engagements. Time seems to have flown by since I took on the baton from
Jane Hedderwick back in February 2012 and I have enjoyed every
minute.
As a newcomer to the village, I felt very fortunate to be able to edit the
magazine because I met lots of wonderful people very quickly and it
helped me settle in my new home and community.
Offchurch News is at the heart of village life and it has been a privilege
being part of it. It would be a real shame to see it disappear, so
please, step forward and have a go!! It is a lot of fun and a very fulfilling experience, particularly when you hold a copy of the magazine
fresh from the press and browse through it - it makes it all worthwhile!
I would like to thank everyone for their encouragements and praises; it
is nice to know that my efforts have been appreciated.
And now for the advertising!

WANTED - New Editor for the Magazine!
If you would like to have a go at editing Offchurch News, now
is your chance!!! All it takes is a few hours each month. The
process is very simple: contributors email or deliver notices
they would like published by a deadline that you set. You then
check and collate these articles, prepare the layout and email
the final copy to the printers.
To find out more about the whole process with no obligation to
commit, do get in touch and I will happily show you how it all
works. You can call me on 01926 425192 or email me:
offchurchnews@gmail.com
Thank you very much in advance.
Catherine
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Offchurch Weather Watch - December 2013
December was wetter than average in Offchurch with 59 mm of rain,
just above our monthly average of 52 mm. That said it was, as the
previous month, a game of two halves, raining nearly every day in the
second half, and often quite heavily as can be seen from the chart.
The first half was much drier following on from late November. Anyone
visiting the bridge over the River Leam on Christmas Day would have
seen at least one abandoned car. This no doubt made 2013 a memorable Christmas for some for all the wrong reasons. The photo on the
next page shows the field the other side of the bridge outside the village on Christmas morning, sparing any drivers’ blushes! At 567 mm
(22”), 2013 has been a drier year than the average 729 mm (28”). The
most interesting statistic for the year is that there were some 37 days
of snow, the highest since 1979!
It was a mild month with an average temperature of 6.5°C. This is well
over a degree higher than the average for the area. Looking at the
outdoor temperature you will notice we had only one night below zero,
and daytime temperatures were often spring-like at 12°C. Sunshine
was also above average and follows a theme: the sunniest Decembers, since local records began in 1894, have all occurred (apart from
1980) since 1999.
Source: Bablake Weather Station, http://
bws.users.netlink.co.uk.
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Notice how the very low pressures
in the Relative Pressure chart corresponds to the two very wet periods shown in the second half of
the month of the Rainfall chart.

The River Leam just outside the
village on Christmas Morning.

RKS

THE BIG RED BOOK BOX
We’ve had a clear out! Thanks to Sue
and Tim Lyne who painstakingly emptied the book box ready for a new selection. Goodness knows the number
of times Tim pushed the overloaded
wheelbarrow across Village Street!
These books have now been delivered
to the Oxfam Bookshop – with a Gift
Aid number attached to them.
An exciting new selection now has
pride of place in the box, including
some for children. Do go and have a
look and help yourself to any that take
your fancy.
You don’t have to put one back in its place (but any book donations
are always welcome), neither do you have to return the one you’ve
taken.
We just want you to enjoy the pleasure of reading.
PAGE 15
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Photographic Competition
Once again the competition was a success. We all had a very pleasant
time at the cheese and wine evening and exhibition of the photographs. The standard was once again very high, even though the subject was challenging.
The winners were:
Class 1 Children up to 14 years
1 Henry Crees - Daring Drop
2 Paddy Parfitt - Window Detail
3 Lillian Robinson - The Mile Walk
Highly Commended
Dylan Northey - My Little Brother
Kate McIntyre – Swan
Annabel Crees - Steam
Class 2 Adults and Young People (14 years upwards)
1 Ian Crees - Driving Rain
2 Brian Green - Beautiful Boating Weather
3 Paul Kaye - Rain in the Distance
Highly Commended
Richard Seaton - Gritting
Judith Perry - Summer Morning Mist
Sue Lyne - Let it Snow Let it Snow Let it Snow
I thought that if we had no subject this year it would give people more
scope to enter their best pictures so why not get started early? The
judging criteria will be the same as last year: technical competence,
visual impact and originality.
Thank you to everyone who entered
Sandy Hedderwick
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Mobile Library Service Changes
As you may be aware; Warwickshire's Library and Information Service
must save £2 million from its annual £7.4 million budget over the next
two years.
The mobile library service has to play its part in making savings and at
the recent Cabinet meeting on 14th November 2013 it was agreed that
the existing fleet will be reduced from five to three vehicles by February 2014. This means that there will be a reduction in the number of
mobile library stops across Warwickshire.
We are very much aware of how valued the service is by its customers; and wherever possible where stops are removed, we will continue
to provide access to library services in all parts of the county through
alternative means.
You may be aware that library staff attended a series of public meetings over the summer of 2013, to explain how proposed changes
would affect customers. We also canvassed service customers directly regarding what they wanted from their service, and when and
where they wanted it to call. We will continue to liaise with Parish
Councils and community forums about changes to the service, and
Mobile Library Drivers will keep service users informed directly.
Where mobile library stops are changing or being withdrawn, we will
consult with users individually to confirm arrangements for an alternative library service wherever possible, if the new arrangements are not
suitable.
We are committed to continuing to provide as good a service as we
possibly can.
From February 2014, the Mobile Library will call at Offchurch Old Post
Office between 9.15am and 9.35am on the following dates:
February 21st

June 6th and 27th

October 10th and 31st

March 14th

July 18th

November 21st

April 4th and 25th

August 8th and 29th

December 12th

May 16th

September 19th
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For further information please contact:
Andy McDonald
Project Manager - Mobile Libraries
Warwickshire Library and Information Service
Resources Group
Montague Road
CV34 5LT
Tel: 01926 476938
Mobile: 07786 250867
andrewmcdonald@warwickshire.gov.uk
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries
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Offchurch
CAMEO
This year we are having our annual meal in the village hall on
Tuesday 11th February, 7.30pm for 8.00pm. The cost will be
£12.50 per person including a glass of Prosecco on arrival. You
are welcome to bring your own wine to have with the meal.
Please have a look at the menu and choose what you would like
to eat, if possible by 4th February. You can either phone me on
01926 613543 or e mail jshedderwick@gmail with your choice.
Partners are of course more than welcome.
A glass of Prosecco on arrival
Leek & potato soup
or

Affettato misto
(cooked meats)

Libyan lamb casserole
served with pitta bread
or

Baked cod on a bed of ratatouille
served with a potato & broccoli cake
or

Mushroom, fennel & walnut filled pancakes
served with baked tomatoes (vegetarian)
Seasonal fruit crumble
served with cream
or

Pear baked in red wine
or

Smooth lemon cup
Coffee & after-dinner mints
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News from the Village Hall
New treasurer for the committee: it could be YOU!!!!
We are currently seeking a new treasurer to look after the Village Hall
finances from April 2014 (after the AGM). This enjoyable and satisfying role does not require anything more than recording our income
and expenditure, as well as paying the bills and reporting to the committee. It only requires a few hours each month. For further information about what is involved (with no obligation to commit), please contact Valerie Graham on 01926 423677.
Meeting up
The next meeting of the Village Hall Committee will be on Monday 3rd
March 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
Grit for car park
More volunteers are needed on standby to spread grit around the village hall car park when the weather is icy. Please contact Valerie if
you are able to help on 01926 423677. Thank you very much in advance!!!
Heating volunteers
Can you spare a moment each week to help set the timers as per the
village hall booking sheet so that the heating can be on for all scheduled classes and events? To find out more, please get in touch with
Derek Ainscow on 01926 335353. All the people who book the hall
really appreciate finding the hall already nice and warm when they
arrive, thanks to you, our volunteers, who help make the hall the special venue that it is!!!
Cleaning the Hall this month
On the rota for February: Elise and John MacPherson
PAGE 21
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Raffle Prize Winners
drawn at the Family Christmas Party on 14th December
The list of prize winners is shown on the page opposite. Thank you
very much to everyone who donated a prize, and to those who bought
tickets but didn’t win a prize on this occasion. Your support is very
valuable in helping to raise the funds that are always needed.
The raffle raised £486, which was split equally among CRISIS at
Christmas, St Gregory’s and the Village Hall Foundation.

The food, the games, the quizzes, the carol singing, the visit of Father
Christmas, the bar, the music - were all deemed a great success, and
the Events Group would like to say a big thank you to everyone who
helped in any way on the day and beforehand, as well as to everyone
who came along and had a good time!
The Events Group
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Prize

Winner

1

£50.00 voucher - The Stag

Liz & David Varnish

2

Hamper

Steve Hundal (c/o The Stag)

3

Free-range duck - Offchurch Poultry

Catherine & Paul Kaye

4

Bottle of champagne

Susan & John Denning

5

Hamper

Ian Harban

6

Book & scented candle - Sarah Horne Florist Eleanor Allitt

7

Breakfast for 2 - Hilltop Farm

Margaret Hinksman

8

Children's hamper

Harry Johnson

9

Knitted doll

Isabel Northey

10

Bottle of whisky

Stephen Jones (c/o The Stag)

11

Thorntons chocolates

Kate & Roger Sargent

12

Bottle of champagne

David Boswell

13

Italian olive oil set

Jo & Dan Hall

14

Spruce garland

Harry Johnson

15

Book token

Janet & Richard Seaton

16

Basket of Christmas decorations

Wendy Green

17

Spruce table decoration

Manpal Bandera (c/o The Stag)

18

Gift pack - Long Itchington Beer

Fiona Doran

19

Recipe box

Janet & Richard Seaton

20

Tin of Cadbury's Roses

Claire & Matthew Chevassut

21

Poinsettia

Sue & Tim Lyne

22

Tin of biscuits

Welham (c/o Chalfin)
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Mike Kiernan 1934 – 2013
RIP
It is with a feeling of great sadness and sense of loss that I pen this
tribute to Mike Kiernan in respect of his involvement with Offchurch
and its sports club.
I fear that a number of people will not really know of Mike but those of
us who have lived in the village for many years will know him as a tireless and indefatigable stalwart of the club. Without Mike, the club,
and in particular the cricket section, would probably not exist. When I
came to live here some 52 years ago, the club was in the top field of
Village Street behind Railway Cottages and almost the first person I
got to know was Mike. It was due to him, even in those days, that the
cricket pitch was in tip top condition and the pavilion kept in good
shape and neat and tidy. It was Mike who cared for and taught my
boys, Christopher and Stephen, to play and love cricket. He was almost a second father to them as week after week they would spend
their leisure time up at the club although only 4-5 years old.
When the club had to move to its present site in Hunningham Lane in
about 1975, Mike was instrumental in masterminding the move and
with the arrangements with Millie Wright who so generously donated
the land.
Year after year, Mike has worked tirelessly on the grounds to make it
what it is today. He has been an unsung hero and we are indeed fortunate to have had such a person doing so much for our community.
Mike never lived in the village but certainly made it his second home.
He fought his illness for the past few years with great fortitude and
stoicism, he was a fighter and carried on his labour of love at the club
to the very end.
The club is going to miss him deeply, but nevertheless it will continue
to progress and develop in the way that he would wish and in his enduring memory. His cheery smile and wave will not be forgotten; his
fund of amusing tales will remain as a constant reminder of someone
who gave his all for the sports club and village of Offchurch and was a
true friend and companion in the community.
J.L.M.G.
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From cheery lights to scary darkness
Christmas lights and Twelfth Night Beer Festival are all over Eathorpe is now gearing itself up for a gripping tale of murder in the
dark, based on a short story by Edgar Alan Poe:

Little Earthquake presents

THE TELL-TALE HEART
Saturday 15th February
at 8.00pm
(doors/bar open 7.30pm)

at Eathorpe Village Hall
“Every heartbeat, every ticking deathwatch beetle, every bump in the night
will happen right before your ears”. It
has attracted rave reviews around
Derbyshire, so we are really looking
forward to it coming here.
The show is described as being funny and scary in equal measure – a
perfect combination to dispel the mid-February blues!
Tickets: £8.50 / £7.50 (over 65s, under 18s) if purchased before the 9th
£10 / £ 9 (over 65s, under 18s) if purchased after
Ring: 01926 632664 or 632242 or email suzanne.goddard@talktalk.net
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Deadline for March issue:

19th February
All notices to be delivered by then please

offchurchnews@gmail.com

Catherine Kaye, Nine Hills Cottage, Welsh Road

Offchurch Village Hall
Available for hire
To check availability, visit:

www.offchurch.org.uk/village-hall
To make a booking or for more information:

07943 556133 or
villagehall@offchurch.org.uk

Offchurch News
View back issues on the
online archive. Visit:
http://www.offchurch.org.uk/
offchurch-news

(Click on the year and then the month you are interested in.)

