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Thank you to Jane Hedderwick for volunteering to clean the Village
Hall in April. Apologies for the mistake in last month’s issue for the
cleaning rota! There was a mix-up in the schedule...
Village Hall Cleaning for May: Liz Varnish and Catherine Kaye

Offchurch News deadline. All notices for next month to
offchurchnews@gmail.com or Nine Hills Cottage,
Welsh Road by this date at the latest. Thank you.
Grey bin collection
Mobile Library

֠
֠

S

Green bin collection
Tudor Cottage 9.35am - 9.55am
Old Post Office 10.00am-10.20am

Bell ringing practice, 7.30pm-9.00pm, Church Tower
Services in St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

Sunday School, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

Family Service, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

Offchurch
Prayer Group, 7.30pm-8.30pm, The Osier, Welsh Road
CAMEO

Upholstery and soft furnishings class, 9.30-11.30am, Village Hall
Afternoon Club, 2.30pm, Weston Village Hall
Village Hall Spring Clean, 10.00am, Village Hall
Offchurch
CAMEO

p. 14
pp. 1617

Cameo, 8.00pm, Village Hall

p. 8

Offchurch Crafts, 7.30pm, Village Hall

p. 8

Offchurch Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village Hall + Day visit

p. 14

Tennis Club Night (Thurs); Cricket (Sun), times vary, Offchurch Sports Club
Mike’s Birthday Jazz Concert, St Gregory’s Church,
8.00pm

p. 14

Churchyard Working Group, 9.30am-12.30pm, Churchyard

p. 26

Reading Circle, 8.00pm, private home

p. 11

Offchurch Croquet Club, Village Field, 5.00pm
Qigong class, 5.00pm-6.00pm, Village Hall

p. 8
p. 13

Pilates class, 5.45pm-6.45pm, 7.00pm-8.00pm, Village Hall
OPEN
MEETING

Offchurch Parish Open Meeting

p. 20
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From the Vicarage
Evening Service
One of the problems of having one vicar for lots of parishes is that the
Vicar cannot be in every parish every Sunday. (Some people may
count that as a blessing rather than a problem, perhaps!) However, I
do try to have a service at least once a week in each parish, though
that regular service is during the week rather than on Sundays.
The regular service at St Gregory’s is on Thursdays at 5.00pm. It is a
simple service with no music (often it is just me there!), some Bible
readings and a time of prayer for the parish, and it usually lasts 20 to
30 minutes. If you would like to join me you would be most welcome; if
you want prayer for anything, or want to leave me a message, there is
a folder at the back of the church where you can put a note – it contains the service leaflets, so I will always look in it. And of course, if
you just want to speak to me, you will usually find me there then.
Sometimes something happens and I cannot get there, but I will do my
best. (The day and time can be changed if another would be more
suitable.)
The Holy Spirit
The Christian Church in general is guilty of doing a lot to put people off
God. The problem is not that Christians are too religious, but that
many are not religious enough. We always have a choice: whether to
live “according to the Spirit” or to live “according to the flesh” – “flesh”
being the word for our natural human desires, which tend to be more
self-centred than not. If we live “according to the Spirit”, we can expect
to see results: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. (These are the “fruit of the Spirit” Paul
mentions in one of his letters in the Bible.) Hatred, selfishness, injustice etc are results of choosing the other way, and are not from God.
At Pentecost (or Whitsunday – 19th May this year) we remember how
the Holy Spirit came upon the church, filling the disciples with joy and
boldness to share the good news of Jesus Christ. When we read
about the early church we see the difference the Holy Spirit made.
When we look at ourselves, what do we see? Would that the “fruit of
the Spirit” could grow in all our lives!
Tim Britton (01926 812 518 or email tim@thefeldongroup.org.uk)
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May Church Diary and Rota
5th

10.00am

8th

8.00am

12th

Matins

Wardens/Wendy

Holy Communion

Tim

10.00am

Holy Communion with Sunday
School

David/Wendy

19th

10.00am

Family Service

Marcia

26th

10.00am

Holy Communion

Tim/Wendy

Afternoon Tea - as it used to be
Thank you to everyone who came to the tea; it was a great success
and to our delight and surprise raised £760 for the fund.
Also a huge thank you to the helpers; not only did they work extremely
hard on the day but also did a lot of work beforehand shopping, baking, decorating the rooms and getting on with numerous other jobs.
Jane and Sandy Hedderwick
Offchurch
PAGE 5
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ST GREGORY’S MATTERS
Easter Greg: The “view from the pew” is that Easter, this year, was
exceptionally joyful, with a distinct spiritual buzz. Special thanks to our
gifted flower arrangers, our in-house and visiting musicians, our teaurners, and Marcia for organising the children’s egg hunt! Holy Week
too, was aptly commemorated with a regular series of services: Palm
Sunday Communion, three evening Complines, Maundy Thursday
Communion and Tim’s theatrical reading of St Mark’s Gospel on Good
Friday.
Bishop John: For St Gregory’s, a visit from the Bishop cannot be a
particularly common event. To have two in two days is simply unprecedented:
Thus, the Suffragen Bishop of Warwick, John Stroyan presided over
our Communion Service on 14th April and, without raising our game,
we were able to share with him a typically devout and meaningful St
Gregory’s experience, both during and after the service. Bishop John
displayed many inspiring qualities that were widely appreciated ….
none more so than his acute perceptiveness …. on several occasions
he expressed the genuine feeling that he sensed, within us, a high
level of warm spirituality and Christian fellowship.
The following day we were hosts to a Service of Thanksgiving for the
work of Offa House - a moving experience. We effectively saw off the
seating and catering challenge and, once again, received the accolades of the Bishop, with particular praise for the quality of our music.
Before he left, Bishop John promised to return, didn’t dismiss a request
for a spell of manual labouring, and even found time for a quick hugaccompanied blessing in the vestry.
St Gregory’s Bell Ringers: Some recent changes in the lives of
several of our group of ringers have left them a bit thin on the ground.
So, this could well be an opportunity just for you:
Learn something new, become part of a team, provide a service to the
church and the community, enjoy sociable company and get regular
light exercise.
Bell ringing is a fascinating hobby for people of all ages, abilities and
walks of life – you don’t have to be musical, you don’t need to be a
church-goer. You just have to turn up on Wednesday evenings and
most Sundays – be prepared to work at it, perspire a little - and smile a
lot!
PAGE 6
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Why not get roped in … you’ll be glad you did.
To find out more contact our Tower Captain:
Paddy Taylor (01926) 632428
HAPPINESS IS BELL-SHAPED!
Renewal:
Any reference to the term “spring cleaning” brought a
whimsical smile to the faces of our hardy crew as they braved freezing,
wintry temperatures to spend a Saturday morning winkling every dark
corner of St Gregory's. Dusters, mops and brooms cavorted to the accompaniment of Henry-the-Hoover's stirring skirl. Thankfully, Margaret, our project leader, expressed delight at the outcome, and the results remain for all to enjoy.

Reliably, at this time of the year, our clergy will invariably point out that
“spring cleaning” and “new beginnings” also present a personal challenge, and we should consider their place in our own, sometimes neglected, lives.
Let’s face it … those cobwebs that fuzzy our faith are woven by the
stealthy spiders of inertia! No room for complacency, then …
Dark Dustpan of Destiny
If inner cleansing is your game,
Old baggage needs be ditched,
Then true belief can stake a claim,
Refurbished faith, enriched.

Now, hover Henry’s hungry hose,
To suck up seeds of doubt,
The noxious bagful then dispose,
Shake what’s within, without.

So, flick with feather duster, all_
cursed cobwebs of stagnation,
Life’s grimy corners that appal
Send, fast track, to damnation.

Clean sweep away dim dusty past,
Its doubting thoughts concealed.
Then polish up His truth, steadfast_
in shining hope revealed.

David Varnish
PAGE 7
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Offchurch Crafts
Tuesday 21st May 2013
7.30pm in the Village Hall
Continuing our series of themed taster sessions, Judith and Kate have kindly offered to guide us through
making a spring/summer flower arrangement that can
be adapted to other seasons. Come and have a go and surprise yourself!
Subscription to the group is still only £10 for 6 months or £2.50 for a
single session (includes coffee and biscuits!).
Everyone is welcome.
Janet (01926) 425430

Offchurch
CAMEO
Tuesday 14th May 2013, 7.30pm
Village Field
We will enjoy a friendly game of croquet on the
village field.
No experience necessary.
Equipment provided. Everybody welcome!
Jane Hedderwick

Offchurch Croquet Club
The new croquet season has started. Anyone interested in having a
shot is more than welcome to join us on the village green from 5.00pm
on a Friday evening - weather permitting. No previous experience required and glass of wine available.
For further information, please call (01926) 332887 or e-mail
jbmacpherson@btinternet.com. Thank you.
John MacPherson
PAGE 8
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Offchurch Weather Watch - March 2013
I ended last month’s report saying that February was getting colder but no- one had forecast just how cold March would be, the coldest for
50 years with an average temperature here of just 2.8°C. It was also
quite wet in our area with 40 mm of rain (and snow) despite it being
drier, nationally. The monthly average for Offchurch is 34.5 mm making this month wetter than average by some 16%. Actually, here in the
village we were very fortunate, as many parts of the country were hit
very badly with heavy snow and drifting in the relentless easterly wind.
A colleague of mine was in Derbyshire over Easter and experienced
eight foot snowdrifts and access only by 4x4 vehicles.

As ever the Gulf-Stream was to
blame for our recent weather. High
pressure (an anticyclone) to the East
was responsible for the cold winds.
Air circulated in a clockwise direction
so it passed over the Artic, Siberia,
Russia and Eastern Europe before
reaching us, making it very cold indeed.
Weather history and Culture – Early Science
Although not invented by him, the thermometer shown left was
named after the great Italian scientist Galileo Galilei around
1666. It works on the principle he discovered that liquids
change density with temperature. In this example a glass cylinder is filled with a mix of ethanol and water. Glass bulbs, usually
containing coloured water but not in this picture, are adjusted to
float at different levels depending on the temperature of the surrounding liquid. In the picture the bulb floating in the middle
shows the temperature to be 22°C. It’s very slow to react to
PAGE 10
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changes in temperature and became know as the termometro lento,
the slow thermometer.
RKS.

Reading Circle
The Reading Circle continues to thrive and
numbers increase steadily. Our friendly gettogethers have seen some lively discussions
about the diverse range of books that we
have had the pleasure of reading. We have
agreed that our monthly books will continue
to be chosen by individual members.
Choices, to date, for 2013:
House Rules

Jodi Picoult

Chowringee

Sankar

The Sugar Girls

Duncan Barrett & Nuala Calvi

Care of Wooden Floors

Will Wiles

The Hundred-Year-Old-Man who
Climbed out of the Window and
Disappeared

Jonas Jonasson

The Light between Oceans

M L Stedman

Dissolution

C J Sansom

The Hare with Amber Eyes

Edmund de Waal

We welcome anyone who would like to come and join us – we meet on
the last Tuesday of every month (8.00pm) in each other’s houses. For
further information on where our next meet-up is, please ring Liz on
01926 886119 or email ldvarnish@gmail.com
Reading Circle members
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The New Offchurch Film – Activities in 2013
Just a reminder that if you are holding, attending, or
know of any activities in, or involving, the village that
could be included in the New Offchurch Film please
do contact me. Remember, you can book the camera and equipment and video the event, it’s a village
resource to be used.
This new film will become as valuable a resource as
the original film, made just 50 years ago, is now.
You can contact me on 01926 425430 or email seatons@me.com
Please do help, thanks, Richard Seaton.

Welcome to Offchurch
Megan Helen Collett - born on 6th April 2013 to Tessa and Grant of
Offchurch Bury.
May her life be a long and happy one.
With love,
Great Aunts Caroline and Letitia

The Big Red Book Box
The new use for our redundant telephone box
is proving to be a real success, with a regular
stream of visitors both borrowing and donating books.
Remember, it is not necessary to directly replace books that you borrow. But books donated at any time will help to keep the
shelves nicely full. At the moment children’s
books will be particularly welcomed.
Pop in for a browse … you won’t get
lost!

PAGE 12
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New Village Events Group
Last month’s Village Hall AGM, when we said
goodbye to a few long-standing committee members and welcomed some new ones, was also an
opportunity to review how the committee works and
to see how its procedures can be streamlined and
made as effective as possible.
In order to allow the Village Hall committee to concentrate on the business of running the hall, it was
decided that we might reinstate a separate “events”
group specifically to organize social/village fundraising events. This group will report to the Village
Hall Foundation, and apart from a small team who
would handle the scheduling, bookings, bookkeeping and overall admin, etc., it’s hoped that
membership will be fluid, with people helping to
organise individual events on an ad hoc basis.
Meetings will be fairly informal and held in people’s
homes, to make it easier for young parents who
would like to get involved.
Larger events, as we know, require lots of helpers,
and the next main event will be the village barbecue on 31st August (more details soon in Offchurch
News) - so if you are interested in helping with this
and/or other future events, please get in touch.
[This will not affect anyone wishing to organize
separate social or fund raising events - though it’s
probably sensible for us to liaise on timings.]
Looking forward to hearing from you,
Wendy (01926 612279)
Janet (01926 425430)
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Twenty-eighth year...

Mike's Birthday Jazz Concert
for Christian Aid
with

Tierra Buena New Orleans Jazz Band

Thursday 16th May 2013
St Gregory's Church

Offchurch Nr Leamington Spa CV33 9AS
8.00pm till 10.30pm

Tickets £6.00 Phone 01926 624909
Wine and refreshments free

Afternoon Club
The weather is warmer and the sun has been shining, and it is time to
visit a Garden Centre to buy plants. On Monday 13th May we are off to
Charlecote Garden Centre. Members will be contacted about transport, and we usually leave Offchurch about 2.30pm. Let’s hope the
weather stays fine on that Monday.
Greta (01926 429990) and Valerie (01926 423677).

Offchurch Garden Club
There is a day visit on Saturday 11th May 2013 to the Malvern Spring
Show.
The next meeting will take place on Monday 20th May 2013 at 7.30pm
at the Village Hall. Topic: Wildlife Visitors - Love ‘em or Hate ‘em?.
Speaker: Tony Clear. There will be a members’ sale table.
For further information, please contact Mo Chivers on 01926 613477
or e-mail mo@crisford.net.
PAGE 14
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Offchurch 100 Club
April 2013
Dear All,
I hope to be able to run the 100 club again this year. It had to be cancelled in 2012 because of lack of support. This was felt by several
people that I spoke to, to be partly due to the recession but mainly because it was just before Christmas. I am aiming to get the Club up and
running as soon as possible in May.
So please can you either fill in the form below and return it to me at
Hunters Lodge, Fosse Way, Offchurch,CV33 9BB or leave it at Valerie
Graham’s house, Gable House, Village Street.
This simple way of fund raising will provide £1500 to be split between
the church and village hall and provides £1000 for prizes throughout
the year. If I do not get 100 people to subscribe this time I intend to
apportion the prize money pro rata to the number of participants.
Each subscription, which buys one number, costs £25 for the year and
you can take out as many subscriptions as you like. Your number(s)
are entered in the 10 draws which take place each month throughout
the year with a chance each time to win one of three cash prizes of
£50, £30 and £20.
Winning numbers will be published in Offchurch News.
Please return your form with payment by 15th May
I do hope I can count on your support and wish you luck in the draw
- you could be one of our 30 fortunate winners!
John Mander
…………………………………………………………………………………
OFFCHURCH 100 CLUB
2013 SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Name:

………………………………………......………………………

Address

……………………………………….......………………………

Tel No. …………………………………………………………………........
E Mail

………………………………………………………………...........

Number of Subscriptions (£25 each) ………………………………....….
Cheques should be made payable to “OFFCHURCH 100 CLUB”
PAGE 15
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Village Hall Notices
AGM
The AGM for Offchurch Village Hall was held on 8th April and the first
meeting of the new committee took place on 17th April. The new committee is:
Chair
Valerie Graham
Secretary
Jane Inman
Treasurer
Jo Waine
Bookings (Elected Trustee)
Mo Chivers
Maintenance
Derek Ainscow
Interiors
Caroline Ainscow
Parish Council
Mark Brooks
Garden Club
Heather Chiles
PCC
Jenny Daniell
Elected Trustee
Wendy Farquharson
Elected Trustee & Offchurch News
Catherine Kaye
Croquet Club
John Macpherson
Offchurch Arts Group
Janet Seaton
Village Hall Committee
The next meeting of the Village Hall Committee will be on Monday
17th June 2013 at 7.30pm in the Hall, to be preceded by an introduction to the history of the hall by Jim Graham at 7.00pm.
Village Hall Cleaning
On the rota for May: Liz Varnish and Catherine Kaye
Summer is here!
The outside toilets are now open again. You will need a code to access the key.
A spring clean
There will be a spring clean of the Village Hall on Friday 10th May
2013 at 10.00am. All welcome! Many hands make light work.
PAGE 16
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A HUGE THANK YOU
The Committee would like to express their sincere gratitude to Kate
Sargent and Liz Varnish who stepped down from the committee at the
AGM. Kate had been Chair of the Village Hall Committee for more
than 9 years from the time of the extension and refurbishment of the
hall. Kate’s energy, imagination, patient attention to detail and many
other skills will be greatly missed. Liz as Secretary and latterly as
Treasurer has brought to the committee her gentle and efficient style
and with Kate has worked hard to ensure the hall is in good shape for
the future. They have left us with a full set of essential policies, excellent administrative process and a very smooth running operation.
Thank you both.
Keys
Last month we said goodbye to Mary and Margaret who had managed the bookings for many years and as part of the new bookings
process a keypad lock was installed. This means that the main keys
are now no longer required. If you still have keys, could you please
return them to Derek Ainscow. Thank you.
Thinking ahead…
It may be getting warmer but managing the heating for the Village Hall
is still needed and when summer has come and gone further help will
be required. At the moment three gentlemen of the village take it in
turns to set the heating to match the use being made of the hall. If
anyone would like to offer to help with this please contact Derek Ainscow (01926 335353) Jim Graham (01926 423677) or Roger Sargent
(01926 330307). Thank you.
Outside Maintenance - Thank you
Thank you to everyone who came along to help with sweeping away
leaves in the village hall car park and tidying up the borders on Saturday 20th April. There was a fantastic turnout despite the short notice.
Between us all, we managed to do all the clearing up within 1h30 and this included a cup of coffee/tea! What an amazing team! Well
done to all.
PAGE 17
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OFFCHURCH VILLAGE HALL FOUNDATION
SUMMARY OF TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT
1st January 2012 to 31st December 2012
The Trustees are pleased to report that the Foundation has ended the
year with a small surplus. This is particularly encouraging as some
sources of funding, e.g. the 100 Club, have not been available this
year. Our largest item of expenditure has been the installation of a
new central heating boiler.
Income from lettings has increased by £600. Party bookings remain
the single most important source of income, with yoga evening classes
coming a close second. Brownie and guide bookings have also increased this year. The Weight Watchers group has withdrawn due to
a rationalisation of their resources. The Toddler group was also
wound up at the end of the year due to lack of numbers. A number of
new bookings have been secured – pilates, Qigong and craft group.
Social activities in the village focussed around the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee and a number of special events commemorated the occasion,
including the Woven Threads community arts project, and a vintage
exhibition of family mementos from the ‘50s. The culmination of the
village celebrations was a tea party with a tug of war, games, and a
barn dance. Around 130 adults and children joined the festivities.
Money reserved from the jubilee events [£476.11p] will be put towards
the purchase of a marquee for use for future events organised by the
Village Hall and St Gregory’s Church.
A significant feature this year has been the use of the village hall accounts to secure various funding streams for a number of initiatives,
some of which were identified as priorities in the Offchurch Plan.
• Community Forum grants were received to support the costs of the
Jubilee
• The Community Forum also provided a grant to support the making of a new “Offchurch Film” which will record events and people
in the village over a twelve month period.
• ‘Live and Local’ provided funding to enable the Village Hall to offer
a cinema show. This first time venture was successful and will be
repeated in coming months.
• ‘Arts on our Doorstep’, an off-shoot of “Live and Local”, provided
the grant for Woven Threads.
These grants could not have been secured without support from the
Village Hall, and, in particular, the permission to process the grants
PAGE 18
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through its accounts.
In considering the financial position of the Foundation, the Trustees
are working to identify the anticipated costs of maintaining the building
over the next 10 years, in order to determine an appropriate level of
reserves to meet increasing costs. This, in turn, will help to clarify the
levels of income required from lettings and events, and the potential for
earmarking any surplus income to support village and community life.
It may be appropriate for the Committee to set up a dedicated ‘social
events’ account to give more flexibility in how money raised by the
community may be used.
Mary Gunthorpe and Margaret Hinksman have tendered their resignation as Bookings Secretaries. A new Bookings Secretary has been
appointed, and work has been underway to set up a digital ‘bookings
information service’ which will supplement the personal enquiry service, and meet the needs of our users in the 21st century. This takes
effect from 1st April 2013.
The challenges for the Foundation in the coming year will be to
streamline the new bookings arrangements, and also to consider its
financial and committee structure, with a view to tailoring this to meet
current demands.
The Trustees would like to thank all those many people who have contributed their help and skills throughout the year, and, in particular,
they have greatly appreciated the support and financial assistance offered through Warwick Rural East Community Forum, and the ‘Live
and Local’ organisation.
Kate Sargent, Chairperson
For and on behalf of the Management Committee

Christian Aid Week
It's May time again, when those small red envelopes come through
your letter box. Yes, CHRISTIAN AID WEEK, 12th to 18th May.
Thanks in advance for your generosity. Oh, by the way, if you miss
your collector, you can drop your gift into the box in Church. The fairies empty it regularly. Thanks, you are a star.
Mike Porter
PAGE 19
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BEOWULF
Eathorpe Village Hall
Saturday 18th May 2013 at 8.00pm
This is the fantastical tale of Beowulf taking on monsters and dragons, in ancient
mead halls, dangerous seas and the
murky marshes of 5th century Scandinavia. Hugh Lupton, who relates the epic
legend, is the ultimate story-teller, bringing it all to vibrant life with the help of percussionist, Rick Wilson.
Scyldings,
Scylfings, Geats, Danes and Wulfings
battle it out.
Forget any bad memories of A’ level set text; this is a theatre night out
at its best. Enjoy!
Tickets: £8.50 / £7.00 (u-18s or 65+) purchased before 11th May
£10.00/ £9.00 (u-18s or 65+) purchased after 11th May
Ring (01926) 632575 / 632242 or email sueateathorpe@gmail.com –
Fosse Cottage, Eathorpe, CV33 9DE
Doors/bar open from 7.30pm. Interval snacks

Offchurch Parish Meeting Monday 13th May
The Offchurch Open Parish meeting will be held in the
Village Hall on Monday 13th May 2013 at 7.30pm. This is
an open meeting for all electors to raise any issues they
have regarding Offchurch Parish matters.
There will also be an opportunity to discuss progress on
the Offchurch Parish Plan.
Your attendance at this annual meeting would be
appreciated.
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EATHORPE, HUNNINGHAM, OFFCHURCH AND WAPPENBURY
JOINT PARISH COUNCIL
A meeting of the council, held on Tuesday 26th March 2013, at
Eathorpe, at 7.30pm.
PRESENT
Councillor W.Redford (Chairman), Councillors Mrs M. Weeks, S.
Palmer, M. Brooks, Mrs. J. Seaton, Mrs M. Green and M. Burgun.
1. APOLOGIES
Received from Councillors Mrs. R. Commander, D. Mynors , Mrs C.
Foyer, and J. Hammon
Also District Councillor N. Pratt
2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
None
3. MINUTES
Having been circulated beforehand, the minutes were taken as read.
An addition was agreed to item 5. Planning, in that applications received will be forwarded to each individual parish Chairman, for discussion with the relevant parish councillors, with comments returned to
the clerk who will then respond to the planning department.
It was also agreed to remove the sentence beginning “It was noted
that”
4. MATTERS ARISING
The old waste bin at the Offchurch bus shelter needs to be replaced.
Hunningham drains have been cleaned, but not jetted, which is in
hand, and the water near the bus shelter is to be examined by Severn
Trent. Some drains have been cleared at Offchurch, but not those
near Offa House and Park Gates. All Gritting bins need re-filling, but
the new Hunningham ones are not yet in place.
Speed checks will not take place on Welsh Road as there is no suitable place for police vans to park.
Estimates for repairs to the Offchurch notice board to be obtained.
5. PLANNING
W121483. 20 Village Street, Offchurch extension

granted

6. HIGHWAYS
The request to provide funds for new street lighting was discussed and
councillors unanimously agreed to decline, but to ask if the present
PAGE 22
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ones are dangerous.
Some pot holes at Hunningham have been repaired, others marked
with yellow paint.
7. POLICE MATTERS
Police attend the Community Forum at which matters are taken up, but
it is no longer viable for attendance at our meetings. Mobile stations
are available to give the opportunity for discussion.
Burglaries reported in Baginton and Bubbenhall.
Anti-social behaviour patrols have been carried out in Cubbington and
Radford Semele. Councillor Doody noted that they have been successful. Although a wide area is covered, reported crime in the county
has reduced. Thefts from vehicles continue, but not in our area.
8. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chair reported that on 27th March would be the funeral of Gordon
Parsons, who had, over many years, been Parish Councillor and Clerk.
He had been instrumental in the arrangements for the parish room,
and the wildflower meadow in Hunningham. His considerable contribution over a very long period was acknowledged.
The chairman had attended 2 events at the County Council and
thanked Councillor Doody for this.
There had been a meeting re. flooding at Eathorpe, but it was not considered a success. A brief report was given, but it was not clear as to
any progress. Funding for an engineer to examine the situation would
be £5000, although who would provide this is uncertain.
9. CORRESPONDENCE
The local association has recommended closer links between parishes, and it was agreed that it would be in order to send them copy
minutes.
Councillor Doody reported on the Boundary Commission changes,
which will not take place before the District elections. He also advised
that he will not be standing at the County Council elections, but remaining with the District.
The Local Plan has not yet identified gypsy and traveller sites. This is
being looked at to provide 3 sites which are to be near schools and
bus routes. Coventry district has been asked for a meeting to examine
housing needs for the whole area. Planning application will have to be
considered outside the Local Plan. He gave a further report on the
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difficulties encountered re the green belt. There will be further consultation after June. The cost of 3 sites would be a million pounds.
10. HS2
We are again indebted to Councillor Burgun, who provided the meeting
with an update of the position, including detailed maps, from which he
explained many of the logistical issues of the proposed route, and who
subsequently produced the following report.
1. Judicial Reviews held in December 2012.
HS2 compensation consultation held to be illegal and must be re-run.
HS2 Environmental case held to be inadequate to date but it cannot be
legally challenged until later, during the hybrid bill process.
The judge gave leave to appeal on the Environmental case in due
time.
2. Bilateral meeting held 8th February 2013.
Great concern expressed regarding lack of information from HS2.
3. Community forum meeting 19th February 2013
Great concern re lack of information from HS2.
HS2 advise they will provide information on design and reasons at
meeting following their end of March design review.
The Community forum passed a resolution against HS2 for their failure
on 3 grounds.
4. Meeting with WCC 15th March 2013.
Full discussion re the possible closure of part of Long Itchington Road
between the Fosse Way and the approach to Offchurch. WCC are to
consider and approach HS2 again on the issue.
5. Meeting with J. Wright MP and HS2 in London 25th March 2013.
Outlined the historic situation (since March 2010) and the current context and status of the project.
HS2 will meet with us late April 2013 to present the current status of
their design and reasoning.
6. Future dates.
6.1 Bilateral meeting with HS2 re their design late April 2013
6.2 Draft Environmental Statement to be published for public
consultation May 2013
6.3 Environmental Statement road-show to provide information
to the public on a progressive basis arriving in Cubbington at a
date to be advised in June/July period 2013
7. Latest drawings tabled and briefly outlined. It should be noted that
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they only display work in progress and are subject to change.
Councillor Doody attended a mitigation meeting, but was not impressed, the object being to stop it. He explained the financial aspects
of funds already allocated and further requirements. Attended the judicial review, still fighting it, but if not successful, trying to get the best
possible deal.
The chairman recorded our thanks to Councillor Doody and Councillor
Burgun.
11. FINANCE
Payments: Chq 64 grant hire £20; Chq 65 and 66 sand £49.99; Chq 67
grant £100; Chq 68 Gritting bins £507.78; Chq 69 Chairman fee £100;
Chqs 70, 71, 72, 73 Churchyard grants £250; Chq 74 Repairs £142.54;
Chq 75 Room hire £20; Chq 76 Clerk £240; Chq 77 tax £60; Chq 78
expenses £85.20; Chq 79 Post/stationery £59.69; Chq 80 Mowing
£98.50.
12. A.O.B.
Following a recent accident on Welsh Road, the Offchurch village
nameplate is being repaired.
Next meeting 21st May at Offchurch.
Meeting closed at 9.25pm.

Offchurch News - It’s YOUR Magazine!
Offchurch News is run on a voluntary basis and receives no funding. Every year, your contribution helps towards the printing costs
of the magazine and ensures it can be delivered monthly to every
household within the village boundary. Thank you very much for
this.
If you haven’t yet sent your contribution in, there is still time!
It is only £6 for the year. Offchurch News needs your support.
Please put through the door of Greta Sollett, Church Cottage,
School Hill
or Valerie Graham, Gable House, Village Street
or Joan Hillyard, Ham Farm Cottages, Welsh Road.
Thank you.
Catherine Kaye 01926 425192 and Valerie Graham 01926 423677.
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St Gregory's - A Sanctuary for Wildlife
A swarm of bees in May
Is worth a load of hay;
A swarm of bees in June
Is worth a silver spoon:
But a swarm in July
Is not worth a fly.
Towards the end of May or beginning of June it becomes favourable
for bee swarming. This saying means that early colonies will be able
to collect surplus pollen for bee keepers and late ones will not gather
sufficient food to survive.
Now May is often a pleasant month. Usually the period 29th April to
the 16th May has northerly airstreams alternating with some anticyclonic intervals; the Westerlies being at their yearly minimum. Then
from 21st to 31st of May, we get fine dry weather, anti-cyclones and
warm Southerlies. I can't wait.
As you know this spring gave us a slow start and we lost two work
days to snow cover in the Churchyard: one at the end of January and
the second the first week in February. I don't remember losing two
days to snow in all the 18 years since we began our wildlife measures.
Yep, we are in our 19th year, it started in March.
Now spring is racing away from us but the bulbs have been such a
picture, lasting so well with the cold weather keeping the blooms fresh.
I'm hoping the wild flowers won't disappoint us this year. There are
some very good signs; most of the wild flower seeds sown in November on the raked out mole hill soil have germinated. Sandy is waiting
with his camera ready. You will remember that I had mentioned our
small green mower had died - very sad, but a new birth, well a renewal
anyway. A new red Mountfield mower, new to us; it's been restored
and looks quite new. I'm sure John is going to like it; it will suit him
down to the grass. Of course the grass is growing like crazy and here
we are at the time where it needs cutting almost every week. Shorter
coffee breaks, boo! The world will not be put to rights as heretofore.
We will have coffee, of course, about eleven; you can come along too.
But work we must, what about Saturdays 11th and 25th May; 9.30am
until 12.30pm? That's OK then. Thanks again. Sharpen your scythe
and prepare the back liniment.
Mike Porter
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Advance Notice
Offchurch News July and August issues
Dear all,
Starting this summer, the July and August issues of Offchurch News will be
published as one summer “bumper” issue. August tends to be a quiet month
for the magazine, so I thought it would make sense to make this small change
in the publication schedule.
This means that there will be one deadline in June (21st June 2013) for
both July and August, so you will need to supply all notices by then to ensure they are published in the summer issue.
For those who have a monthly feature in the magazine, there will be more
forward-planning involved, but I hope you will manage to fit in with this change
by submitting two months’ worth of event dates by the June deadline, or supplying articles in August for the September issue, as the case may be.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me: offchurchnews@gmail.com
or 01926 425192.
Thank you for all your contributions and continued support!
Catherine Kaye
Offchurch News Editor

Regular, reliable and reasonable
Please call or email today for a quotation
References in Offchurch and
surrounding areas upon request

Telephone: 01926 258068
Mobile: 07588 681823
Email: alcwindows@gmail.com
Website:
https://sites.google.com/site/acwindowcleanerscouk/

