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Village Hall Cleaning for June: Kate Sargent

Offchurch News deadline. All notices for next month to
offchurchnews@gmail.com or Nine Hills Cottage,
Welsh Road by this date at the latest. Thank you.
Grey bin collection
Mobile Library

Green bin collection
Tudor Cottage 9.35am - 9.55am
Old Post Office 10.00am-10.20am

֠

Bell ringing practice, 7.30pm-9.00pm, Church Tower

☺֠

Offchurch Toddler Group, 9.30am-11.30am, Village Hall
Offchurch Croquet Club, 5.00pm-7.00pm, Village Green
Services in St Gregory’s Church
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Sunday School, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

Family Service, St Gregory’s Church
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Prayer Group, 7.30pm-8.30pm, The Osier, Welsh Road
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Garden Club, times vary, day trip + visit to National Herb
Centre

p. 6

Songs of Praise, 6.00pm, St Gregory’s Church
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CAMEO
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Diamond Jubilee Celebrations, times vary, Village Hall and
Village Field

Offchurch
CAMEO

pp. 9,
13-15

Offchurch Crafts, 7.30pm, Village Hall
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Cameo, 8.00pm, Village Hall
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Warwickshire Open Studios, times vary, St Gregory’s
Church
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Tennis Club Night (Thurs); Cricket (Sun), times vary, Offchurch Sports Club

pp. 12,
17

Reading Circle, 8.00pm, private home

p. 16

Afternoon Club, 2.30pm, Village Hall

p. 19

Churchyard Working Group, 9.30am-1.00pm
Pilates Class, 5.30pm-6.30pm, Village Hall
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From the Vicarage
It’s Jubilee time! And one of the ways we are celebrating our Queen’s
reign is by having a special Songs of Praise. But what is a jubilee?
The word jubilee comes from the Bible. It is derived from a Hebrew
word meaning “ram’s horn”, because rams’ horns, made into wind instruments, were blown to mark the start of the “year of jubilee” in ancient Israel. According to the Bible a jubilee should be celebrated every
50th year, and was very significant. It was a year when all land reverted
to its original Israelite owners (or their descendants) and all Israelite
slaves had to be set free. If any Israelite had sold their property or
themselves as slaves in order to pay off debts, then in the year of jubilee they were set free and got their property back! The underlying concept was that all people are equal in the sight of God, he is the real
land-owner, and he wants everyone to have the opportunity to make a
living.
The church took over the concept, rather by accident. The year 1299
was a time of great suffering in Christendom due to war and disease,
and many people decided to live a more holy life. They travelled in
their thousands on foot to pray at the tombs of Saints Peter and Paul in
Rome, and to receive the Pope’s blessing. He was so moved by this
that he proclaimed the year 1300 a ‘year of forgiveness of all sins’, and
decided that such a jubilee year or “Holy Year” should be held every
100 years. That was too long for most people! So the next one was
held 50 years later, and eventually they tended to be held every 25
years, the last one being in 2000.
The first royal jubilee was the golden jubilee of King George III, whose
advisors decided to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of his coronation,
starting with a special church service. Queen Victoria’s golden jubilee
was the next one, and that was so successful that her diamond jubilee
was also celebrated. King George V’s silver jubilee in 1925 was the
next, and Queen Elizabeth II’s silver jubilee came next in 1977.
“Jubilee” has now come to mean simply a “special year”. As we celebrate our Queen’s long reign, can we think of ways to make this year
special for those having a hard time?
Tim Britton (01926 812518 or email tim@thefeldongroup.org.uk)
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June Church Diary and Rota
Wedding of Timothy Hard and
Emma Roberts (of Radford Semele)

2nd

2.00pm

3rd

10.00am
6.00pm

Matins
Jubilee Songs of Praise

10th

10.00am

Holy Communion with Sunday
David / Gordon
School

13th

8.00am

17th
24th

Diane / Gordon
Tim

Holy Communion

David

10.00am

Family Service

Marcia

10.00am

Holy Communion

Tim / Gordon

St Gregory’s, Offchurch - Parochial Church Council
Following the recent Annual Parochial Church Meeting, the following
people are the current members of the Parochial Church Council:
Jane Inman
Wendy Green
Robert Inman
Brian Green
John Denning
Liz Varnish
Jenny Daniell
Marcia Watson
Vicky Donajgrodski
David Varnish
Anne Weald
Pauline Wills

Church Warden
Church Warden
Deputy Church Warden
Church Warden Emeritus
Treasurer
Secretary
Cathedral Liaison Officer
Safeguarding Officer

Francis Daniell continues to serve as Deanery Synod Representative
and Electoral Role Officer.
Copies of the Annual Report are available in the Church.
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Diamond Jubilee Coffee Morning
We would like to thank everyone who came or supported and helped
at the coffee morning.
We had a reasonable day weather-wise and a very successful day financially. We made £272.80p, which will help towards the costs of the
Jubilee Party.
Our thanks go especially to Charles and Lizzie from The Stag for the
lovely coffee and biscuits which they provided.
A couple of things were left: an umbrella and a very smart Marks and
Spencer bag. If they are yours, please let us know.
Valerie and Jim Graham

Offchurch Garden Club
th

th

Week 11 to 15 June 2012: Floriade 2012, in conjunction with Royal
Leamington Spa Horticultural Society
Wednesday 20th June 2012: Trip to Trentham Gardens and Woollerton Old Hall Gardens. If anyone would like to join us please contact
either Mo Chivers on 01926 613477 or Heather on 01926 422476 for
details.
Monday 25th June 2012, 7.00pm: Evening visit to the National Herb
Centre, Banbury Road, Warmington, Oxon OX17 1DF

Prayer Group
The prayer group to focus on the future of Offchurch started on May
2nd May 2012 with six of us. We meet again at The Osier, Welsh Road
(last house before the river) on 6th June 2012 (i.e. the first Wednesday
in the month) at 7.30pm for an hour and are expecting a larger group.
Please join us if you can. You do not have to be a member of St Gregory’s. In fact, you do not have to be part of any church, just care for
the future of the village and wish to pray about it. We would love to
have you with us. If you would like more details or want to let us know
you are coming, please contact Susan Denning on 01926 470060.
Otherwise just turn up.
Susan Denning
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High Speed Train – Amber-Red Alert!
News has just leaked out that a key government committee on major
projects has given HS2 the second worst possible rating, Amber-Red.
This means that “Successful delivery of the project is in doubt, with
major risks or issues apparent in a number of key areas. Urgent action
is needed to ensure these are addressed, and whether resolution is
feasible.” The government is refusing to release the report on which
the rating is based but several MPs are pressing them to do so. How
much more like this does it need before they see the light and stop
HS2?
Meanwhile Offchurch Action Group, together with parish councillors, is
working to ensure that if HS2 does happen we do all we can to mitigate the impact here. We are doing this through the new Community
Forum which HS2 has set up. This covers Offchurch and Cubbington
and we are working closely with Cubbington Action Group and parish
council. The first Forum meeting agreed to prioritise Offchurch’s proposal for a cut and cover tunnel and Cubbington’s for a bored tunnel
under Cubbington Wood. We expect an initial response from HS2 Ltd
at the next meeting in June.
Last but not least, a big thank you to all those who supported our recent fundraising effort. This will help us if, for example, we need to pay
for specific expertise in support of local mitigation proposals. It also
means we can support national initiatives. One of the most important
of these at the moment are the judicial reviews which have been
lodged by the national federation of action groups and other bodies.
These are challenging the government on a range of issues where
proper processes have been ignored.
We will continue to keep you informed on these issues.
Mike Geddes
Chair, Offchurch HS2 Action Group
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Village Hall Notices

Diamond Jubilee weekend (See also separate items.)
Friday 1st June 2012 – Celebration of completion of Woven
Threads project. 1950s memorabilia exhibition on Friday afternoon and Saturday morning.
Sunday 3rd June 2012 – Songs of Praise celebration service at
6.00pm, St Gregory’s Church. Refreshments will be served in the
churchyard afterwards.
Tuesday 5th June 2012 The Offchurch Big Party – The party
starts at 4.00pm on the village field. Come along with your picnic
tables, rugs, candelabra and enjoy a bring-and-share meal (finger
buffet style). Setting up will be from 3.00pm. The Village Hall
Committee will provide soft drinks as well as tea and coffee, but
do feel free to bring your own drinks (wine, beer, etc.). Remember to wear something red, white and blue!
Craft materials will be provided at the party for the Create-aCrown competition so that adults and children alike can make
imaginative crowns.
Do join the party even if you didn't get a chance to complete the
form which came with your invitation. Everyone is welcome.
Clearing up after the party will start at 10.00am on Wednesday 6th
June 2012. Just turn up on the field to help clear everything
away. Many thanks!
Village Hall Cleaning
On the rota for June: Kate Sargent

Fathers’ Day – 17th June 2012
Happy Fathers’ Day to all Dads! Enjoy some special time with your families. Let’s hope for good
weather!
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Upholstery Classes
The classes have now finished until September 2012.

Offchurch Crafts
The next meeting is on Thursday 21st June 2012, 7.30pm in the Village
Hall. Do join in if you are interested in any sort of craft – come and knit,
stitch, paint, stick, or whatever takes your fancy - in terms of craft, that
is!* Small craft packs can be provided if you don’t have any ideas.
We will be continuing the Altered Books project, so please remember
to bring the book you started working on at the last session.
*There is a small charge of £2.50 per session, to cover hire of the hall.

Janet Seaton (01926 425430; seatons@me.com)

TOTAL INSTALLATIONS
PLUMBING & HEATING LIMITED

Bathrooms * En-suites
Wet rooms * Kitchens
Floor and wall tiling * Central heating systems
Hot water cylinder replacement
Repairs and maintenance
Ben: 07876 444096 * Will: 07876 444097
Visit our website: www.total-installations.com
PAGE 10
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Offchurch
CAMEO
Tuesday 12th June 2012 at 8.00pm
Offchurch Village Hall
A Planning Meeting
Do come along with your ideas to help plan the programme
for the coming year.
New members welcome!
Call 01926 425430 for further information.

Photographic competition
I thought that this year’s subject could be Action - this can cover so
many things: sports events, children or animals playing, people walking or dancing, things being thrown into the air, etc. It is a very broad
subject, giving people scope to let both their imagination and photographic talent go wild. So why not start taking your pictures now!
Sandy Hedderwick

Tips
Born Again
A man’s death was mistakenly noted in the local paper’s obituary section. The “corpse” hastened to the editor to protest. “I’m awfully sorry,”
the editor replied, “but it’s too late to do much about it. The best thing I
can do for you is to put you in the “Birth Column” tomorrow morning to
give you a fresh start!”
Immersion Heater/Water Heater
Turn this off when you leave but organise a friend to switch it on again
the day before you return.
Margaret Phillips
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A New Sister for Poppy and Joseph
Congratulations to Matt and Verity Clark on the birth of your baby girl
on 20th May 2012. We hope that the whole family is doing well.

Warwickshire Open Studios is coming to Offchurch with exhibitions in
both the Village Hall and St Gregory’s church!
Visit warwickshireopenstudios.org for details. From 30th June to 15th
July 2012, Caroline Gatehouse (Hodder) and Julie Law, a photographer, will be displaying their work in church. Cream teas will be served
on Saturday 30th June and Sunday 1st July 2012 from 2.00pm to
5.00pm. On Sunday 15th July 2012, there will be a finale "Pimms" evening from 6.00pm to 8.00pm.

Come and join us for
Cricket and Tennis this summer!!
We are a small friendly local sports club, with good playing facilities and new club house in lovely rural surroundings, and are
keen to attract new players and families of all ages and abilities.
Cricket – Sunday Cricket for Adults and Youth, occasional or regular
players. Please contact Guy Mander: 07779 644275 or Mark Swaby:
07774 645754.
Tennis – Two flood-lit courts. Families, experienced players and beginners welcome. Club night is Thursday from 7.00pm.We are in Tennis leagues for both serious and friendly levels. Please contact Martin
Shellard : 07986 573640
We look forward to seeing you!
Mark Swaby
Chairman
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Woven Threads

FRIDAY 1ST JUNE 2012
You are invited to join us in the village field for the
‘unveiling’ of the Woven Threads artwork
5.00pm
Hall

1950s Vintage Exhibition in the

6.00pm

Assemble on the field, with entertainment from Jelly Roller

6.30pm

‘Official opening’ of the artwork
Wine and canapés

Watch out for the ‘Jelly Roller’ musical walkabout entertainer who will be appearing around the village from
5.00pm onwards.
The 1950s Vintage Exhibition will also be open on Saturday 2nd June 2012 between 10.00am and 12.30pm. Coffee
and cakes will be on sale.
Janet Seaton and Kate Sargent
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Hope you can make it to -

THE Offchurch BIG PARTY
to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.
Tuesday 5th June on the Village Field

4.00pm onwards Games including: create-a-crown
competition – materials provided;
face painting; family tug-of-war;
1950s music
5.00pm

Jubilee Tea – This will be a bringand-share meal. Please bring a contribution e.g. sandwiches, sausage
rolls, quiche, dips, cakes, puddings.
Tea, coffee and soft drinks provided. Please bring whatever else
you’d like to drink. Glasses provided.

6.30pm

Cutting the Jubilee cake, complementary glass of ‘bubbly’

7.00pm

Traditional Barn Dance with a
caller and music from The Mean Fiddlers

11.00pm

Finish

Remember to wear something ‘red,

and blue’.

Everyone welcome
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THE BIG PARTY
Help Needed!!
We will need the following:
Gazebos or small marquees
(in case the evening is chilly)
Picnic rugs
Picnic tables & chairs
Outdoor solar powered fairy lights
Jam jars and tea lights
Help to set everything up from 3.00pm on the
day
…and…
Help to clear everything away afterwards (10.00am
on Wednesday 6th June 2012)
Please contact Kate on 01926 330307 or Liz on 01926
886119 if you can spare some time to help, or if you
can lend us any of the items listed above.
Hope to see you there!
Many thanks
OVH Committee
PAGE 15
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Scams Awareness
If you have ever received a lottery winner letter for a competition you
hadn’t entered or an offer from a mystic clairvoyant to change your
fortunes (for just a few pounds), then you are one of the many thousands of people targeted each week by mass marketing scams.
May was National Scams Awareness Month and Warwickshire
County Council’s Trading Standards Service wants Warwickshire
residents and businesses to forward any potential scam letters, emails
or details of phone calls to them at the following FREEPOST address:
FREEPOST CV1898
Warwickshire County Council
Trading Standards Service
Old Budbrooke Road
WARWICK CV35 7BR
Mark your letter ‘Scams Awareness Month 2012’.
Warwickshire Trading Standards Scam Advice
Never send money to anyone who says you’ve won a prize or the
lottery
2. Never give out your bank account details or other personal information to people you do not know or trust.
3. Never feel pressured to respond immediately, however enticing the
offer may seem.
4. Never send money in response to bogus psychic mailings.
5. If something sounds too good to be true it probably is!
1.

More information on scams
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/scams

is

available

on

our

website:

Reading Circle
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 26th June 2012, at Kate Sargent’s
house, Corner Cottage, School Hill, at 8.00pm. The book for June is
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, by Mary Ann
Shaffer and Annie Barrows. We welcome anyone who would like to
come along. For further information, please ring 01926 886119.
Reading Circle members
PAGE 16

www.offchurch.org.uk

Offchurch News

Treasure Hunt!!!
Friday 13th July 2012
at Offchurch Sports Club, Hunningham Road,
Offchurch, CV33 9AF

Start 6.30pm - on foot
£6 per ticket £2 children under 12
including Pork Batch for supper afterwards

Come and Join us for a Fun Evening !!
Tickets - Please contact: Mark Swaby 07774 645754 or Olive
Belcher 01926 815240
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Offchurch Perth Weatherwatch – April 2012
Judging from the news reports, you’ve been subjected to a real soaking since Janet and I left for Perth, Western Australia, in mid April. I
guess you are fed up with the rain so I thought I’d send you my weatherwatch from Perth.
Perth is on latitude 31° south so the climate is decidedly Mediterranean. Bearing in mind it is equivalent to our November over here, the
daytime temperatures have been very pleasant, generally in the mid to
upper twenties centigrade, with mostly clear skies. That’s not to say it
hasn’t rained, albeit not very often, but very heavily at times. Usually
we’ve had showers often around the middle of the day. We had 28 mm
on 29th April and so far this May we have had some 70 mm. It can also
get quite windy here at times. Wellington in New Zealand is regarded
as the world’s windiest city. Perth is rated either third or seventh depending on which list you use. Surprisingly, Chicago, despite its being
called the “Windy City”, is well behind in both the ratings.
While the weather has been interesting, it’s the night sky that has been
a real revelation. The Moon is upside down which is very disconcerting
as it waxes and wanes the other way around. Then there’s the Milky
Way which is clearly visible, due to the low light scatter of street lighting. Finally, there is the constellation of Crux, better known to us as the
Southern Cross which is found on the Australian Flag. I took the photograph below on the left of Crux and have compared it with the image of
the flag. The Federation Star below the Union Jack represents Australia’s six states. The seventh point represents Australia’s territories.

Weather Sayings:
I’ve searched for an Australian weather saying and the most appropriate seemed to be, “If a flock of black cockatoos appear in dry weather
PAGE 18
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then they should be counted for that is the number of days it will rain.”
So may I suggest you all keep an eye out for black cockatoos!

RKS (Back to normal next month.)

Afternoon Club
The next meeting will be held on Monday 11th June 2012 in the Village
Hall at 2.30pm. Games including Beetle Drive and Bingo. We will also
plan the Strawberry tea to be held in the Hall on Thursday 12th July
2012.
For further details, please contact Valerie Graham on 01926 423677 or
Greta Sollett on 01926 429990.
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Calling all Young People in Offchurch ...
The Youth Select Committee is holding an enquiry into transport for
young people – see http://www.ukyouthparliament.org.uk/2012/news/
youth-select-committee-calls-evidence-public-transport/
If you have any thoughts about any of the things below, or anything
else that you want to tell them about public transport, then why not let
them know?
Public transport includes taxis, special school buses, ordinary buses,
dial-a-ride services etc.
What you think of public travel that you use including availability,
feeling safe and how clean it is.
What do you think of the price you have to pay for public transport
(including taxis)?
Do you get any help from the Council for your fares? Are there any
problems with getting that help; and can you only use it if you are going to school/college?
How convenient are the public transport services for your needs,
including if you have a disability and/or you live in the countryside?
Do you think people who drive public transport should get special
training about young people and their needs as a customer?
What do you think should be in a code of practice for young people
using public transport?
You can reply directly to them using this email address: bycyouthselect@parliament.uk or you can phone/email me before 2nd June 2012
and I will write in a joint letter from Offchurch young people. The date
for submissions is 4th June 2012. There is no special form – just use
your own words to tell them what you think. For younger children, parents could write on your behalf.
THIS IS THE OFFICIAL EXTRACT FROM THE WEB
YOUTH SELECT COMMITTEE CALL FOR EVIDENCE
Youth Select Committee Inquiry:
A Youth Select Committee has been established by the British Youth
Council “to inquire into issues and concerns around safe, affordable
and accessible transport for young people and make recommendations to decision makers to address them.”
The Youth Select Committee is inviting written evidence submissions
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on the following issues:
Young people's experiences of public travel within their local area
and their overall satisfaction with their current service, including availability, feeling safe and cleanliness.
The affordability of fares for all young people (children and students) regardless of where they live.
The effectiveness of current concessionary fares schemes and
local regional initiatives across the UK to enable young people (aged
18 and under) to access services and opportunities, such as education, training or leisure facilities.
The accessibility and availability of transport services for disabled
young people and those that live in rural communities.
The current training public transport staff receive in regards to
young people and their needs as a customer.
Recommendations on a code of practice for youth using public
transport.
Low carbon approaches being used locally to enable young people
to travel.
How to submit evidence
We would be grateful to receive written submissions by 4 June 2012.
Individuals and organisations can submit evidence to the Youth Select
Committee by emailing: bycyouthselect@parliament.uk
The Committee intends to hold oral evidence sessions on 6 and 13
July.
Notes on the submission of written evidence
It assists the Committee if those submitting written evidence adhere to
the following guidelines:
1. Written submissions should be as short as is consistent with conveying the relevant information. As a rough guide, it is usually helpful if
they can be confined to six pages or less. Paragraphs should be numbered for ease of reference. A summary of the main points at the start
of the submission is sometimes helpful.
2. Evidence should be submitted by e-mail to bycyouthselect@parliament.uk. It should be absolutely clear who the submission
is from, particularly whether it is on behalf of an organisation or in the
name of an individual.
Please contact me on 01926 613477 or email Mo@Crisford.net as
quickly as possible, as the submission date is 4th June 2012.
Mo Chivers
PAGE 21

www.offchurch.org.uk

Offchurch News

St Gregory's - A Sanctuary for Wildlife
If Midsummer Day be never so
little rainy, The hazel and
walnuts will be scarce, corn
smitten in many places; but
apples, pears, and plums will
not be hurt.
St John's Day or Midsummer’s Day, the 24th June, has a great number
of saws written. This maxim has the horrible phrase "never so little
rainy" which is interpreted as meaning extreme rainfall. Only the corn
reference was tested which gave a reliability figure of 29% to 35%.
If a cuckoo sings after Saint
John's Day the harvest will be
late.
Now, this has a much better chance of reliability, so keep listening. I'm
afraid I still haven't heard the cuckoo but Jenny has, although not in
Offchurch. This was the third week in April, I think. I was reading a
report in the newspaper a couple of weeks ago to say that the cuckoo
numbers are well down and the damage has not been done in this
country. They fly all the way up from South Africa mostly and weather
is partly to blame. Another serious action is the netting and shooting of
migrating birds by "hunters" (blokes with guns) in the northern areas of
Africa. So there's not a lot we can do about it.
Here at home, the weather has been a bit unkind to us in the churchyard; we lost a day on 28th April, it chucked it down and then the grass
shot up as it does in May. We are just about on top of it now. I'm hoping the wet spring will bring excellent flowers this month. The signs are
pretty good up to now.
Our birds have been a disappointment in that none of the bird boxes
have been occupied. Sandy has made new hole covers, which we
fitted too late, but are the right diameter for the tits. The original holes
have been enlarged by various unidentified interfering peckers. Better
luck next year we hope.
Let me mention our "champagne and strawberry" lunch so you can put
the date in your diary: Sunday 22nd July 2012, to be a sunny day again
we hope, but the date is St Mary Magdalen's Day with a portent of
doom.
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Alluding to the wet usually
prevalent about the middle of
July,the saying is :"Saint
Mary Magdalen is washing her
handkerchief to go to her
cousin St James' fair".
Saved, the results are barely satisfactory at 37% likely, so we may be
OK. Keep your fingers crossed. Aren't you lucky, three weather quotes
and usually you only get one. Which leaves me to tell you a date or
two; work days. How about Saturdays 2nd, 16th and 30th June 2012,
9.30am until 1.00pm ? We don't usually get three in a month, do we?
Good stuff and it's thanks to you and thanks to him.
Mike Porter

Pilates classes
Suitable for all levels, Pilates classes continue every Thursday at the
Village Hall, from 5.30pm to 6.30pm. £5 per class. Please note that
there will be no class on Thursday 7th June 2012. For further details,
please call Carrie on 07843 480968.
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Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Eathorpe, Hunningham,
Offchurch and Wappenbury Joint Parish Council, held on
Tuesday 8th May 2012 at Offchurch at 7.30pm.
Present: Councillor W. Redford, Chairman, Councillors J. Hammon,
Mrs. R. Commander, Mrs. C. Foyer, D. Mynors, S. Palmer, and M.
Burgun plus 1 member of the public.
Prior to the meeting, a representative from Hunningham gave an update on the renovations to their village pumps. It is hoped to complete
for the Jubilee, and a suitable plaque will be installed.
With regard to finance, he was advised to approach the Community
Forum, who we understand have funds available, up to half of the cost,
the total being around f400. He was then advised that we would look
favourably for any approach for the shortfall.
1. Apologies
Received from Councillors M. Brooks, Mrs.J.Seaton, Mrs. M.Green,
and District Councillor N. Pratt.
2. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman
Councillor Palmer proposed Councillor Redford for a further term, and
seconded by Councillor Hammon, this was agreed unanimously.
Councillor Hammon then proposed Councillor Mynors as Vice Chairman, and seconded by Councillor Mrs. Foyer, this too was agreed
unanimously.
3. Declaration of Interests
None.
4. Minutes
Having been circulated beforehand, the minutes were taken as read. It
was noted that in item 4, the dogs referred to are at Hunningham. Having made this amendment, the chairman signed the minutes.
5. Matters Arising
Letter received from Sutcliffe confirming that RoSPA will be removing
the medium risk from the new Offchurch play equipment.
6. Planning
W110677: Step Aside, Hunningham
W111186: Hill Top, Offchurch
W120011: The Bungalow Offchurch
W120271: Fosseway Barns
W120311: BT Cabinet, Eathorpe
PAGE 24
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W120315:6 Leigh Terrace Hunningham Extension
W120509:Manor Farm Offchurch
Brewery

do
do

7. Highways
The requested road repairs at Offchurch have been done.
With regard to the dangerous crossing near the Stag at Offchurch,
Highways intend to make the Welsh Road from Cubbington 50mph,
and place the 30mph signs further back.
However welcome this is, it does not solve the problem, and it was
agreed that we ask for a site meeting, to include the County Surveyor,
and for arrangements to be made with Councillor Palmer.
There is a blocked drain on the Fosse, and Councillor Mynors will
speak to Highways, and include a similar problem near the church at
Wappenbury.
8. Police Matters
Councillor Redford advised that the police priorities include anti social
behaviour at Cubbinghon and Radford, where they will be patrolling,
and also Cubbington churchyard.
A mobile police station is available, but Councillor Redford asked that if
we arrange a visit, to make sure there will be a reasonable attendance.
Cable thefts are taking place, and Hunningham have been involved,
any suspicions should be reported immediately.
9. Chairman's Report
Police have visited Keigh Terrace over the parking, and they ask for a
specific time, as they saw no evidence.
Eathorpe and Offchurch have been successful in their requests to the
Community Forum.
There has not yet been a meeting about flooding at Eathorpe.
10. Parish Meetings
Hunningham had a poor attendance, and nothing to report. It is considered that more publicity is needed for next year.
Eathorpe - It was the second year that no one attended, in spite of
there having been a leaflet drop, so the meeting was abandoned.
11. Correspondence
The various notices etc. were distributed.
12. HS2
Councillor Burgun gave a comprehensive update, providing maps to
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illustrate various points. Both he and Councillor Palmer had attended
the Cubbington meeting, and were accepted.
It had been a well chaired meeting, and he drew attention to the salient
points arising and a number of matters from the HS2 Draft Booklet.
Should the proposals proceed, we must be prepared to concentrate on
mitigation, to make it as tolerable as possible.
There then followed a discussion on the matters raised.
13. Finance
We have received Precept and Concurrent Services of £5380.
Payments: - Chq 001 Repairs - £412. 002 Mowing - £192. 003 Room
Hire - £20. 004 Mowing -£192. 005 Play Inspn - £40. 006 Play Repairs - £300. 007 Insurance - £1098.23. 008 Walc - £170.
009 Clerk - £176. 010 Tax - £44.0. 011 Expns - £93.75. 012 Jubilee
Grant Eathorpe - £100.
The Offchurch flower box has been destroyed and we await further
details, and possibly a request for funds.
The Croquet Club need a new mower and have received a 50% Community Grant, and ask us for the remaining £1400. It was proposed
that we issue a grant of £1400 by Councillor Burgun, and seconded by
Councillor Mrs. Commander, this was agreed.
The Clerk left the room while his biennial pay review was discussed.
Upon his return it was agreed an increase to £150 per month.
With it becoming increasingly difficult to operate without e-mail, Councillor Hammon offered to speak to the District to see if they would provide a computer and instruction.
The Clerk agreed to this, and Councillor Redford asked to be included
in any course provided.
Draft copies of the end of year accounts were produced, and the clerk
briefly reported on the main points. After a brief discussion, the accounts were formally adopted, and the chairman signed the required
sections on the audit.
14. A.O.B.
Next meeting 17th July 2012 at Hunningham.
Meeting closed at 9.20pm.

PAGE 26

