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Village Hall Cleaning for September:
Sharon Warden and Wendy Farquharson
Heritage Open Days 6th to 9th September - St Gregory’s Church is
open to visitors, times vary (see p. 6).
Fundraising tour of Warwickshire churches, Saturday 8th
September, 10.00am - 6.00pm (see p. 7).

Offchurch News deadline. All notices for next month to
offchurchnews@gmail.com or Nine Hills Cottage,
Welsh Road by this date at the latest. Thank you.
Grey bin collection
Mobile Library

Green bin collection
Tudor Cottage 9.35am - 9.55am
Old Post Office 10.00am-10.20am

☺

Offchurch Toddler Group, 9.30am-11.30am, Village Hall

֠֠

Bell ringing practice, 7.30pm-9.00pm, Church Tower
Offchurch Croquet Club, 5.00pm-7.00pm, Village Green
Services in St Gregory’s Church

Offchurch
CAMEO

S

p. 7

p. 12
p. 5

Sunday School, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

Family Service, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

Harvest Thanksgiving Joint Family Service, 10.00am, St
Gregory’s Church

pp. 5 &
9

Harvest Supper, 7.00pm, Village Hall

pp. 6 &
8

Prayer Group, 7.30pm-8.30pm, The Osier, Welsh Road
Afternoon Club, 2.30pm, Village Hall
Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village Hall
Offchurch Crafts, 7.30pm, Village Hall
Offchurch
CAMEO

p. 7
p. 15
p. 5

Cameo, 8.00pm, Village Hall

p. 12

Village Hall Open Meeting, 7.30pm, Village Hall
Village Hall Committee Meeting, 8.15pm, Village Hall

p. 10

Tennis Club Night (Thurs); Cricket (Sun), times vary, Offchurch Sports Club
Reading Circle, 8.00pm, private home

p. 13

Churchyard Working Group, 9.30am-12.30pm, Churchyard

p. 18

New Offchurch Film Workshop, 10.30am, Village Hall

p. 13

Upholstery and soft furnishings class, 9.30-11.30am, Village Hall

p. 17
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From Hunningham Vicarage
Well! Did you enjoy the Olympics? Maybe you were lucky enough to
go to an event or maybe like me you enjoyed it on television. I have
never watched so much television in my life as I did that fortnight and I
found it exhausting just watching - especially on that wonderful Saturday of the six gold medals.
By the time you read this, the Paralympics will be on and I expect we
shall all be glued to the television screen again. And if the Olympics
are inspiring, surely the Paralympics are even more so. The competitors are all such amazing people who refuse to let the problems and
setbacks that stand in their way stop them, but just push courageously
forward to achieve great things in their sport.
If we think about our own lives and what we would like to achieve, for
ourselves, our families, for our community, I wonder how many of us
fall at the first hurdle, easily get discouraged and give up. "It's no
good, I can't do it, it'll never work" we say to excuse ourselves. When
the truth may be that with a bit more work, another effort, we might be
able to do great things. Everybody falls over from time to time, the
important thing is to get back on our feet and get going again.
Like Robert Bruce's spider, do you remember, "if at first you don't succeed, try, try again". I've just removed an enormous spider from the
basin in the cloakroom - quite brave for me, I don't like big spiders. And my guess is that he hasn't gone for long, he'll be back in a
day or so. He'll keep trying!
September is a month for starting things, the school year begins and
often it is the month when people take up something new. Maybe we
can take inspiration from those athletes we have been watching and
admiring and get going and achieve something worthwhile ourselves.
Diane Patterson
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September Church Diary and Rota
2nd

10.00am

Matins

9th

10.00am

Holy Communion with Sunday
Diane / Gordon
School

12th

8.00am

16th

Diane / Gordon

Holy Communion

Tim

10.00am

Family Service

Marcia

23rd

10.00am

Holy Communion

David / Gordon

30th

10.00am

Joint Feldon Group Harvest Tim / Diane
Service
David / Wendy

/

The next meeting is on
Tuesday 18th September
at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall
A quick reminder that the meeting night is now the third Tuesday in the
month. We meet for a couple of hours to do whatever project any of
us has in hand, exchange “altered books”, swap ideas, suggestions,
advice on projects, and generally enjoy some time immersed in creative things.
New members and visitors are always welcome.
(Materials & patterns are available for anyone who wants to start
something new.)
A small charge of £10 for 6 months or £2.50 for a single session covers hall hire + Tea/coffee & biscuits.
Janet 01926 425430
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ST GREGORY’S MATTERS
Harvest Festival: Our Harvest Thanksgiving Service will be on Sunday 30th September 2012 at 10.00am. As this will be a joint Feldon
Group service, we are working hard to make it a particularly joyous
occasion for all the family … a Sunday morning to remember! Through
your Harvest gifts, we will be able to support two deserving local charities whose resources are being stretched by increasing demands from
homeless and needy people. (See separate notice.)
Harvest Supper: Once again, we will enjoy a tasty harvest meal and
some stimulating around-the-table bonhomie, before teaming up to
make a joint assault on Brian’s cunning questions in a light-hearted
quiz. (details in separate notice)
Trial by Dean: When The Rural Dean rode into St Gregory’s on his
three-yearly inspection/audit we were ready for him, thanks to some
sterling work by key members of our team. Pleasingly, he concluded
his visit by pouring praise on our recording systems and organization,
resolving to use our model as an example of excellent practice elsewhere in the Deanery.
Heritage Days: This year St Gregory’s will join 53 other local venues
in Warwick District, opening our church for visitors, as part of the National Heritage Open Days programme.
(http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/)
From Thursday 6th to Saturday 8th September 2012, we will welcome
visitors from 9.00am until 6.00pm and on Sunday from 2.00pm until
5.00pm. The tea urn will be in action on Saturday and Sunday (2.00pm
– 5.00pm).
Our participation in this event will be further enriched by some
extra, notable contributions:
Art Show: Caroline Gatehouse and Julie Law will be exhibiting an
exclusive selection of some of their work, in church, throughout the
Heritage Days weekend.
Gregorama: Brian Green and Sandy Hedderwick have combined
their considerable photographic skills to produce an impressive montage of pictures of St Gregory’s (with music). This not-to-be-missed
show will be reeling through at key times during the weekend.
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Ride and Stride: St Gregory’s will, once again, be a stopping-off point
for intrepid cyclists and walkers who are taking part in the annual fundraising tour of Warwickshire churches, organised by the local Historic
Churches Trust … and all this on Saturday 8th September 2012!

(http://www.warwickshirechurches.org.uk/ride_stride.html)
David Varnish

Afternoon Club
The next meeting will be on Monday 10th September 2012 at 2.30pm
at the Village Hall. Further details can be obtained from Valerie Graham on 01926 423677 or Greta Sollett on 01926 429990. Do come
and join us!

Offchurch Toddler Group
HELP NEEDED!! After 7 years (on and off) of running the playgroup, I
will be finishing at Christmas time and am looking for a willing person
to take over. The playgroup runs on Wednesday mornings and all the
equipment is stored at the village hall. It just requires someone to
open up (9ish), get the toys/tea coffee cups out etc, then clear away at
11.15. We currently have a successful music class running in conjunction with the playgroup which attracts a large number of people from
outside the village.
If you are interested, please pop along one Wednesday morning (next
playgroup is 12th September) and see what’s involved. If no-one is
willing to take this on (again), then sadly, the playgroup will have to
shut (again!!). Many thanks. Wendy Farquharson 01926 612279.
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Harvest Supper
Saturday 29th September 2012
at 7.00pm
Offchurch Village Hall
A traditional harvest supper of cold meats **
salads and delicious jacket potatoes, followed by homemade apple pie.
(** vegetarian option available)

Fun team quiz with prizes
Tickets
Just £5 each (children under 14 free) from:
Jane Inman (338704)
Jenny Daniell (336760)
Liz Varnish (886119) Mary Gunthorpe (336843)
Margaret Hinksman (314926)
Or email: jane_inman@sky.com

Bring your own drinks
Everyone welcome!
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Harvest Thanksgiving
St Gregory’s Offchurch
Sunday 30th September
10.00am
A Feldon Group joint FAMILY service
followed by refreshments
CELEBRATE:
Harvest hymns, songs, poetry and music, with additional pieces from our own St Gregory’s Trio.
CONTEMPLATE:
Prayers of thanksgiving and intercession. Illustrated talk by Rev Martin Green.
PARTICIPATE:
(see below)

Children’s prize poster competition

DONATE:
Gifts of fresh produce, tinned food
etc. greatly welcomed - to be auctioned (proceeds to
CORD) or delivered to Leamington Christian Mission:
CORD is a dedicated local group who provide
essential aid to the needy in troubled countries.
‘Peace through partnership’
Leamington Christian Mission (Steph & Geoff)
distribute free food to deserving people in Leamington Spa. ‘Love in Action’
Young People’s Harvest Poster Competition
Design an A4 poster (avoid IT) entitled ‘What Harvest
means to me’.
Prizes for:
up to 9 years and 9 and over.
Put your name and age on the back and bring it along to
church on the day, or leave it on the table, by the entrance,
beforehand. Go for it!
Entries will be displayed and judged at the Harvest Thanksgiving Service.
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Village Hall Notices

Dates for your Diary
The Christmas Fayre will take place on Saturday 24th November
2012 at the Village Hall.
All residents are invited to an Open Meeting to discuss preparations for the Christmas Fayre on Monday 10th September 2012,
from 7.30pm until 8.15pm, at the Village Hall. We always welcome new ideas!
Further details will be provided in next month’s Offchurch News.
Village Hall Committee
The next meeting of the Village Hall Committee will be on Monday 10th September 2012 at 8.15pm (after the Christmas Fayre
Open Meeting) in the Hall.
Village Hall Cleaning
On the rota for September: Sharon Warden and Wendy Farquharson

TOTAL INSTALLATIONS
PLUMBING & HEATING LIMITED

Bathrooms * En-suites
Wet rooms * Kitchens
Floor and wall tiling * Central heating systems
Hot water cylinder replacement
Repairs and maintenance
Ben: 07876 444096 * Will: 07876 444097
Visit our website: www.total-installations.com
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Note from the editor: The bottom of the page of our first Kids’ Corner
disappeared in the publishing process. It should have read: “If you
would like to send in a picture, poem, story, game or joke, please use
the contact details at the top of page 3. Alice Kaye, age 9.” My apolo-

gies to Alice, who devised the Word search and Mystery Word games,
and whose idea it was to have a Kids’ Corner!
Solutions to the August issue games are provided below. Did you
guess everything right?
Word search

B
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D
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E
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P
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Spade

Bucket

Mystery Word

15

10

23

5

3

+15

+10

+2

+7

+4

+ 3

+6

7

22

14

30

20

S U

25

12

19

8

R F I N G

A=10; B=11; C=9; D=8; E=6; F=12; G=14; H=15; I=7; J=3; K=2; L=17;
M=19; N=22; O=24; P=18; Q=26; R=25; S=30; T=32; U=20; V=4;
W=5; X=21; Y=23; Z=16.
Don’t forget to send in your own picture, poem, story, game or
joke!!! (Deadline 22nd September - contact details top page 3)
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Offchurch
CAMEO
Tuesday 11th September 2012 at 8.00pm
Offchurch Village Hall
QIGONG TASTER SESSION with Terry Hartery
Qigong Shibashi is part of Traditional Chinese Medicine. It
consists of 18 slow, gentle exercises that help maintain health
and prevent ill health. Suitable for all age groups, it allows
people to take responsibility for their own health status. Terry
will tell us something about Qigong and, if you wish, you will
be able to try the exercises - please wear comfortable clothes
and shoes.

Offchurch Croquet Club
th

On Saturday 28 July, nine of us set off for our annual away match
against Kenilworth. The second best thing about the day was the
weather. The best thing was the form of our top pairing, Sandy Hedderwick and Stephen Palmer, who won all four of their
games. Unfortunately, the rest of us let them down badly by winning
only one further game resulting in a 7-5 defeat. We could offer excuses such as the fact that their pitches are twice the size of ours and
disconcertingly flat. They also have a membership of more than six
times our modest roll. Even so, very disappointing. We will have our
revenge at the home game on 1st September 2012.
Remember, we meet for a fun game at 5.00pm every Friday evening at
the village green (weather permitting) and you are more than welcome
to join us regardless of ability. At least come and watch and have a
glass of wine.
John MacPherson
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New Offchurch Film Workshop
15th September 2012 - 10.30am - Village Hall
There will be a free workshop on Saturday 15th September starting at
10.30am in the Village Hall for anyone interested in helping to make
the New Offchurch Film or indeed just interested in making home videos. The workshop will run for 2 hours and will be led by a colleague
of mine from The Open University, Joe Mills. Joe is a Project Officer at
the University, was trained by the BBC and has worked on video production for many of the OU's modules.
Refreshments will be provided and there is no charge as the workshop
is being funded from the money left over following the purchase of
camera equipment.
Everyone is welcome and I look forward to seeing you there. An idea
of numbers will be helpful so please let me know either by email or
phone if you can make it.
Richard Seaton, Tel: 01926 425430, email: seatons@me.com

Reading Circle
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 25th September 2012 at the
home of Liz Varnish, 20 Village Street, at 8.00pm. The book for September is The Mill on the Floss, by George Eliot. We welcome anyone
who would like to come along. For further information, please ring
01926 886119.
Reading Circle members
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Photographic Competition
CLASS 1 Children up to 14 years
Theme
Any subject photographed during 2012
Print size

from 15x10cms [6x4ins] up to 25x20cms [10x8ins] or
A4

Entry fee

50p per print

CLASS 2 Adults and Young People (14 years upwards)
Theme
Action - can include people or other objects, photo
graphed during 2012
Print size

from 15x10cms (6x4ins) up to 25x20cms (10x8ins) or
A4

Entry fee

£1 per print

Entrants can submit up to 3 prints per person in colour or black and
white.
Entrants must not be professional photographers (i.e. must not make
more than 35% of their annual income from the sale of their photographs).
Closing date: Sunday 9th December 2012
Judging criteria
All entries will be judged by two independent judges who will select the
winning entries using the following three criteria:
1. Technical competence
2. Visual impact
3. Originality
The judges’ decision is final.
Prizes will be awarded to the winning entrants. Submission details and
entry forms will appear in the November Offchurch News.
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Free Electric Blanket Safety Tests
from Warwickshire County Council
Warwickshire Trading Standards Service will provide electric blanket
tests FREE OF CHARGE, for people aged 50 or over, between Monday 1st October 2012 and Friday 5th October 2012. Don’t miss this opportunity!
Old or damaged electric blankets cause a number of fires each year,
which can result in injury or death. These can be avoided by simply
getting your electric blanket checked.
Testing, by appointment only, will take place at the following venues
around Warwickshire:
Leamington Town Hall, Monday 1st October 2012
Nuneaton Fire Station, Tuesday 2nd October 2012
Rugby Library, Wednesday 3rd October 2012
Kenilworth Library, Thursday 4th October 2012
Stratford Fire Station, Friday 5th October 2012
To book an appointment, call the Trading Standards Service on:
01926 414016 (Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm)
or email ebtesting@warwickshire.gov.uk
Electric blanket tests are only available to Warwickshire residents. Please book soon as places are limited.

Offchurch Garden Club
The Offchurch Garden Club AGM will be held on Monday 3rd September 2012, at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. The AGM will be followed by
an American supper: bring a plate of something to share. We hope
you can come!
The next meeting will take place on Monday 24th September 2012 at
7.30pm at the Village Hall. Topic: Winter Bloomers on Display.
Speaker: Glenis Dyer. There will be a members’ plant table.
For further information, please contact Mo Chivers on 01926 613477
or e-mail mo@crisford.net.
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Offchurch Weatherwatch - July 2012
Finally summer arrived – hooray! It took its time and it didn’t manage to
survive beyond the end of July, but the second half of the month began
to feel like summer with little rainfall and temperatures we hadn’t seen
since Spring.

Why the sudden change? Well the Polar jet stream, discussed at
length last month, finally moved north allowing a high pressure to get
into the place it belongs and the rest is history. Real history for, as we
shall see next month, the jet stream didn’t stay put. But for just a few
days, including for the opening of the Olympic Games on 27th July, the
weather remained settled, dry and warm and indeed hot at times with
at least 3 days when temperatures were above 30°C – phew! Still the
average was 16.8°C, which is cool for July.
July was a month of two halves as you can see from the charts. The
first half was wet, with over 70 mm of rain and temperatures often below average. The total for the month was 74 mm which is just about
average for July in Offchurch. However, it can be very variable with the
rainfall varying from 25 mm in 2010 to 142 mm in 2007 (when there
were many floods across the Midlands). I sang in Tewkesbury Abbey
over the 21st and 22nd July. Four years earlier it had been marooned by
floods at that time.
Weather sayings:
Late July and early August are the “Dog Days” of the
year
These days are often referred to as the “Dog Days” because Sirius, the
Dog star, used to rise along with the sunrise. The Romans sacrificed a
brown dog to appease the rage of Sirius which they believed to be the
cause of the hot and sultry weather at this time. Owing to changes due
to the earth’s rotation Sirius no longer rises with the sun – perhaps
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that’s why the weather at this time of the year is often so disappointing
– we shall see.

RKS

Upholstery and Soft Furnishings Classes
Upholstery classes start on Tuesday 11th September 2012, from
9.30am until 11.30am in the Village Hall. You can enrol at the first
class or ring Lynda Eadon on 01926 812598.

Expressions
Out of the frying pan and into the fire
This expression has been common in England since the 16th century,
but most languages have similar expressions for conveying the idea of
getting out of one “hot spot” directly into another, and have had for
centuries. The early Greeks, for example, went “out of the smoke into
the flame”.
Right as a trivet
This common metal three-legged stand for pots and pans can only
stand upright. Any person considered to be equally upstanding was
described as being as “right as a trivet”.
Margaret Phillips

Garden Sale in Aid of RNLI
Hi, I just wanted to say thank you to everyone who contributed to the
sale on 18th August . I am overjoyed with the result. We raised £114
for the RNLI. I am really happy. Thanks to everyone!
Tom Kaye
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St Gregory's - A Sanctuary for Wildlife
There are generally three
consecutive windy days about
the middle of September, which
have been called by the Midland
millers the windy days of barley
harvest.
This maxim was tested for three consecutive windy days during the
period 11th to 20th September. The peak was 12th to the 15th. This produced a high rating of 66%. How about that then? Most of these old
adages generally produce poor figures as you know so this one is a
turn up for the book.
The most frequent weather pattern associated with September is the
three dry periods known as the "Old wives summer", which in turn are
followed by wet stormy days. The dry spells normally occur 7 th-10th,
16th-21st and 30th as travelling anti-cyclones move across the UK. The
most common time for gales is around the 24th.
I was hoping that we might get some settled dry weekends this month
for our "big cut", you know when we cut all the long grass in the
churchyard and rake it up. Our super scythe mower will come out of
retirement for its annual workout. We have to do this to prepare for all
the new growth next year. The raking up is important so we are not
adding "feed" to the wild flowers. They will always produce better flowers if they are starved a bit. Funny that...
Before we cut, we must harvest our wild flower seeds, best on a nice
dry day. Then we will sow them in November, using the molehill spoils
we have saved. They make lovely soft seed beds, at least our mole
friends are not entirely without use. A busy month for us, let's hope the
weather is kind.
Now have we chosen the right days I wonder? Saturdays, the 8th and
29th September, 9.30am until 12.30pm. I think we will go for the 8th to
make the big cut; do come if you can. Funny, once September is
passed, I feel that is the end of the churchyard year with our harvest
out of the way. This will be our seventeenth harvest, what a thought.
Thanks again for your perseverance.
Mike Porter
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