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Village Hall Cleaning for November: Sue Lyne
Photographic Competition:
Closing date for entries is 9th December 2012.
Theme: Action for Class 2 or any subject photographed during 2012 for Class 1.
Further details on pp. 22-23.

Offchurch News deadline. All notices for next month to
offchurchnews@gmail.com or Nine Hills Cottage,
Welsh Road by this date at the latest. Thank you.
Grey bin collection
Mobile Library

Green bin collection
Tudor Cottage 9.35am - 9.55am
Old Post Office 10.00am-10.20am

☺

Offchurch Toddler Group, 9.30am-11.30am, Village Hall

֠֠

Bell ringing practice, 7.30pm-9.00pm, Church Tower
Services in St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

Sunday School, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

OffchurchFamily Service, St Gregory’s Church
CAMEO

p. 5

S

Prayer Group, 7.30pm-8.30pm, The Osier, Welsh Road
Upholstery and soft furnishings class, 9.30-11.30am, Village Hall
Afternoon Club, 2.30pm, Village Hall

p. 16

Big Picture Show, My Week with Marilyn, 7.30pm, Village
Hall

p. 10

Village Hall Autumn Garden Maintenance, 9.30am, Village
Hall

p. 8

Christmas Fayre Open Meeting, 7.30pm, Village Hall
Christmas Fayre, 11.00am - 3.00pm, Village Hall
Offchurch
CAMEO

p. 8
pp. 1213

Cameo, 8.00pm, Village Hall

p. 11

Offchurch Crafts, 7.30pm, Village Hall

p. 14

Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village Hall

p. 16

Tennis Club Night (Thurs), times vary, Offchurch Sports
Club
Churchyard Working Group, 9.30am-12.30pm, Churchyard

p. 18

Reading Circle, 8.00pm, private home

p. 19

Pilates class, 5.45pm-6.45pm, Village Hall

p. 19
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From the Vicarage
November begins with a time of remembering, and ends with a time of
looking forward.
Our remembering may take various forms. On Sunday 4th, there is a
special service of remembering for those who are bereaved; it is at
Long Itchington church after teas at 3.00pm, and is for everyone in the
Feldon Group – including Offchurch – who would like to take the opportunity to remember loved ones who have died. Those bereaved in
the last year in the group will have their loved ones’ names read out,
but you are free to add a name to the list at the back of church, or if it
is too near the day, give me a ring or come and add the name to the
list at tea time on the day.
November 5th is supposed to be about remembering – “Remember,
remember the fifth of November, gunpowder, treason and plot, I see
no reason why gunpowder treason should ever be forgot.” I wonder
how many children in the village know the story? And why it should be
so remembered?
November 11th is Armistice Day, and this year, it falls on a Sunday.
We will observe the two minutes’ silence at the 11th hour of the 11th
day of the 11th month in the churchyard in the traditional way. Though
none of us can remember the “Great War”, and fewer and fewer remember World War II, we are still touched by continuing losses in our
armed forces. I went with some of my family to the National Arboretum
at Alrewas, and saw inscribed there the name of one of our young people from our previous church, a friend of my son’s, who was killed recently in Afghanistan.
In the church year the month leads up to Advent, and the readings of
the last two Sundays look forward to the time when Jesus Christ shall
come back to earth as King of the universe, the culmination of history
and the time when everything will be put to rights. We may often look
back in sadness; but we can look forward in hope, knowing our lives
have meaning and purpose when Jesus is our Lord and shepherd.
Tim Britton (01926 812518 or email tim@thefeldongroup.org.uk)

PAGE 4

www.offchurch.org.uk

Offchurch News

November Church Diary and Rota
4th

10.00am
3.00pm

11th

10.00am

14th

8.00am

18th
25th

Matins
Wardens / Gordon
Bereavement tea and service
at Long Itchington
Remembrance Sunday
Holy Communion with Sunday David / Gordon
School
Holy Communion

David

10.00am

Family Service

Marcia

10.00am

Holy Communion

Tim / Gordon

֠ News from the Bell Tower ֠
It’s been a few months now since I’ve written a piece about the bell
tower, so this is a bit of an update.
For the first time in ages, we didn’t manage to ring the bells for normal
Sunday service at the end of September – there were only two of us!
On good days we can muster eight ringers, but, on this particular Sunday, we had four away on holiday (or bike riding), whilst Harvey and
Sandy were with their Dad. We hope we will not have so many absentees again, but can give you no promises.
On the good news side, nine-year-old Alice Kaye has joined father
Paul, by taking up the noble art of campanology. Alice has learned to
ring at Kineton and Lighthorne under expert tuition, and she rang the
treble – our lightest bell – at Offchurch for the first time on Wednesday
10th October. A big “well done” to Alice. So, we now have three young
people ringing, with Alice joining Harvey and Sandy Innocent, to help
bring down our average age by a very considerable number of years!
Paddy Taylor
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ST GREGORY’S MATTERS
Harvest Thanksgiving: St Gregory’s was “bustin’ out all over” for this
joyous occasion, with worshippers from our own parish and friends
from all corners of “Feldon country”.
Harvest gifts joined the colourful floral displays and traditional crafted
bread etc. to submerge the altar steps, gladdening our hearts and giving real meaning to our worship. The outcome, following the auctioning of produce, was a donation of £150+ to CORD and a vestry-full of
canned food – a gift to Leamington Christian Mission for local distribution.
Our own St Gregory’s Trio (Wendy, Wendy and Sue), together with
visiting musicians, joined with our young poetry readers to enrich our
service and, notably, provided accompaniment for Edward’s touching
“Meditation”.
Andrew responded to some searching interrogation, with an overview
of his life as a farmer.
Winners of the children’s poster competition were expertly chosen by
David and Ann: Oliver, Eve, Juliette and Kelsey received welldeserved prizes.
Our tea-urners and cake producers were in top form, not allowing the
increased demand to affect the quality of their fare.
Harvest Supper: Another great event that saw over 40 of us tucking
into a feast of delicious goodies. Then, well satisfied with food and
(modest) quantities of drink, we were ready to provide some imaginative answers to our quizmaster’s cunning questions. We all felt rewarded, but only one bright tableful could proudly take away the prize.
Indeed, everyone left the hall with a broad smile on their face after a
very enjoyable evening – thanks to the efforts of our hard working organisers.
NB Watch next month’s Offchurch News for the much sought-after
secret recipe for “smoked custard”!
Offchurch Film: A small group, under the expert guidance of Team
Leader Sandy Innocent, captured our two Harvest events for inclusion
in the Offchurch Film.
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IT’s a winner: The brief slide-show “taster” that was slotted into our
Harvest Thanksgiving Service attracted many positive comments. A
“first” that begs recognition:
Go for ‘IT’
Exclusive scoop for Offchurch News:
“The IT Bug Infects Our Pews”.
Hooked Harvest-hymners clock the screen
A masterstroke from Brian Green.
Buffed Braeburns blush, Begonias bloom
Wide-angled shots, some scan, some zoom.
With awe and wonder, sound and light
Our worship and IT unite.
Suppressing, then, our inner geek
We won’t be “sliding” every week.
From time to time our nave will glow
When aptly chosen pictures show
That with our worship gently blend ‘lectronic church ….. where will it end?

“You may now click the bride”

October Wedding: Charlotte Elizabeth Barnes and Christopher Richard Clark – on 6th October 2012.
A happy occasion as Charlotte and Christopher lovingly linked their
lives together.
David Varnish
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Village Hall Notices
Big Picture Show
Yes, you can go to the cinema right here in Offchurch! Here is your
chance to come and watch My Week with Marilyn on Friday 9th November 2012, at 7.30pm, for only £5 per person! Bar available. (See
p. 10.)
Christmas Fayre
The next Open Meeting to organise the Christmas Fayre will be held
on Monday 19th November 2012 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. Everyone welcome!
Autumn Garden Maintenance
Do come and help us do a bit of gardening around the Village Hall
before the winter sets in, so that we can keep it tidy and attractive
when spring comes again. Coffee / tea and biscuits will be provided.
Whatever time you can spare, we would be very happy to see you. It
shouldn’t take long at all if there are enough of us, and we can all chat
and catch up at the same time! So, if you can, join us on Friday 9th
November and / or Saturday 8th December 2012 from 9.30am.
Many thanks in advance!
Outside Toilets
The outside toilets will close on 1st November 2012 for the winter.
They will re-open on 1st April 2013.
Cheese and Wine Evening
Drop in the Village Hall between 6.00pm and 8.00pm on Friday 28th
December 2012 for a glass of wine and some cheese. Entries from
the photographic competition will be on display and prizes will be
awarded during the evening. (See details on pp. 22-23.)
Village Hall Committee
The next meeting of the Village Hall Committee will be on Monday
10th December 2012 at 7.30pm in the Hall.
Village Hall Cleaning
On the rota for November: Sue Lyne
PAGE 8
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Tombola Stall
One of the stalls at the Christmas Fayre on 24th November will be a
Tombola, which, unsurprisingly, will have a Christmas theme! We
would be grateful for donations of any kind, especially things that might
make suitable Christmas gifts or decorations, but also anything at all
that can be wrapped in Christmas paper to fit this theme. If you have
something that you can donate, please place it in the box at the back
of the church marked "Tombola donations" by Thursday 22nd November. Many thanks in anticipation.
Susan Denning

Stop Press ……
Regrettably, PAPERSTOP have ceased trading , so are no longer delivering papers to Offchurch. However, the round has been taken over
by CostCutter in Cubbington. Anyone wishing to arrange to receive
papers should contact Barbara (07505 753182
or
cccubbington@live.co.uk).
Farewell, then, faithful Paperstop.
For all those years you made your drop
of daily papers, rain or shine.
Alas, we shall no more entwine.
David Varnish

Christmas Fayre – Re-gifting Stall
We are seeking donations to the Re-gifting Stall which will provide an
outlet for all of your unused gifts – those kindly meant presents that,
somehow, just aren’t “you”! Please, all in new condition in their original, pristine boxes, so that they can be re-gifted to another recipient
who they will suit better.
Donations please to be left in the porches (which will be unlocked) of
Corner Cottage (Kate & Roger) or 20 Village Street (Liz & David) by
Thursday 22nd November, or to Mo at 1 Canal Cottages after this date.
Many thanks in advance for your generosity.
Mo Chivers
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My Week with Marilyn (15)
When Arthur Miller leaves England, the coast is clear for Colin to
introduce Marilyn to some pleasures of British life; an idyllic
week in which he escorted a Monroe desperate to get away
from her retinue of Hollywood hangers-on and the pressures of
work.

Friday 9th November 2012, 7:30pm
Offchurch Village Hall
Box Office: 01926 425430
Ticket Prices: £5.00
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Offchurch
CAMEO
Tuesday 13th November 2012
8.00pm at the Village Hall

A QUIZ WITH A DIFFERENCE
COME AND HAVE A FUN NIGHT OUT

?

TEA, COFFEE, BISCUITS AND CAKE
A PRIZE FOR THE WINNING TEAM

?

TEAMS OF FOUR – TEAMS CAN BE EITHER
MADE UP BEFORE THE NIGHT OR ON THE
NIGHT – SO DON’T WORRY IF YOU HAVEN’T
GOT A TEAM

Please let Sue know before the night if you will
be coming along: 01926 332892 or
sue@4newcottages.co.uk
NON-MEMBERS VERY WELCOME, IT WILL
ONLY COST YOU £2.

?
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Christmas Fayre
Your Help is Needed!
- to make cakes and bring produce for the Cake Stall
Contact Mary Gunthorpe – 336843; or Helen Shields – 316007
- to provide Xmas or chocolate-theme Tombola prizes – Susan Denning
Please leave items at the back of the church by Nov 21st
- to provide books [preferably paperbacks] for the Book Stall
Leave in Helen Wright’s porch, 18 Village St
- to make mince pies and help with refreshments
Contact Jane Inman – 338704
- to provide a bottle of wine for the Bottle Draw
Leave with Valerie Graham at Gable House, Village Street
- to make small gifts and decorations for the Handmade Gift
Stall
Contact Janet Seaton – 425430
- to donate to the Re-gifting Stall [unused gifts] - Mo Chivers
Leave in the porch either at Corner Cottage, School Hill; or at
No 20 Village Street
- raffle prizes are needed
Please take to Valerie Graham at Gable House
- if you can help on the day,
Contact Jenny Daniell – 336760
If you prefer, you can make a donation to help provide tea and coffee,
etc. Contact Jenny Daniell - 336760
Thanks for your help and support for this annual event .
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V{Ü|áàÅtá YtçÜx
Offchurch Village Hall
Saturday 24th November 2012
11.00am – 3.00pm
Admission £1 (Children under 12 - free)
Includes a cup of tea/coffee and a mince pie
Why don’t you stay for lunch as well? Freshly made soups and hot dogs
will be available to purchase, with vegetarian options too.

* Santa’s Grotto * Christmas Tombola *
* Handmade Gifts *Book s *
*‘Homemade Cakes & Preserves * Water to Wine *
* Grand Raffle * Traidcraft *
* Children’s Corner: Face Painting *
* Re-gifting Stall * and more...

We look forward to seeing you!
Proceeds to be shared between St Gregory’s Church
and Offchurch Village Hall
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Book Stall
By popular demand, due to previous success, the book stall will appear at the Christmas Fayre. You may leave books in the porch of 18
Village Street or bring them along to the Village Hall on the day. Thank
you.
Helen Wright

PLEASE, PLEASE,
BOTTLES OF W INE FOR THE
CHRISTMAS FAYRE FOR SUE AND
VALERIE’S STALL "WATER TO WINE."
You can deliver your bottles to either Valerie 01926 423677 or Sue
01926 633711. Thank you very much!

Offchurch Crafts
Next meeting:
Tuesday 20th November 2012
7.30 pm in the Village Hall
Preparations for the Christmas Fayre Handmade Crafts stall are well
underway - last month’s session produced some lovely ideas for
Christmas decorations and gifts, and we will continue making as much
as we can this month.
We will be delighted to receive any handmade items to sell on the stall
– It would be great to know if you are busy working on things at home.
We can reimburse materials that need to be purchased (please get in
touch about this), and we also have some patterns, suggestions and materials available if you are stuck.
Do come along on the 20th and have some fun creating
and making!
Janet 01926 425430
PAGE 14
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Book Box

The old telephone box in Village Street has taken on a new lease of
life. It is now the cosy home of the Offchurch Book Exchange.
There are several shelves of popular books (for adults and children)
that everyone is welcome to choose from and take home to read. It is
not necessary to donate books in order to borrow / take some out but,
at any time, you may drop in any used volumes that you no longer
need. This way, stock levels should be maintained.
Members of the Reading Circle are to be thanked for establishing this
imaginative facility and they have offered, initially, to manage and
monitor its use – let’s reward them, and ourselves, by taking full advantage of it. ….. READ ON!
David Varnish

th

You are invited to the

18 Charity Christmas Fair
in aid of

and
Monday 12th November 2012
9.00am – 9.30pm
Westbury, home of Delia and Nick Button
5 Park Road
Leamington Spa
CV32 6LG
Please come and join us for coffee
or wine and do some Christmas shopping
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Hot Potato Lunch
Baked potatoes with a selection of delicious fillings
1st December 2012
Offchurch Village Hall
12.00noon-2.00pm
£5 per person
In aid of Rufus Friends Fund

Christmas Croquet and Refreshments
Come and join us for a fun game of croquet on the village green at
11.00am on Thursday 27th December 2012, followed by seasonal refreshments in the village hall. All welcome.
John MacPherson

Afternoon Club
The November meeting is on Monday 12th November 2012 at 2.30pm
in the Village Hall. We will be hosting the Monday Club from Westonunder-Wetherley. We shall be having a speaker, Pat Justice, and she
is organizing this event, The Recognition of Bygone Objects. Further
information available from Greta 01926 429990 or Valerie 01926
423677.

Offchurch Garden Club
The next meeting will take place on Monday 26th November 2012 at
7.30pm at the Village Hall. This will be our Christmas Supper, followed
by a Social Quiz by Jane Ingall. Everyone welcome.
To book your place, please contact Mo Chivers on 01926 613477 or email mo@crisford.net.
PAGE 16
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Offchurch Weatherwatch - September 2012
It took some time to be certain my return to using electronic technology
was working, as the early part of September was more like Summer
than Autumn. Temperatures were in the mid-twenties for several days
and it stayed dry. Indeed, for most of the month there was little rainfall
with no more than 10 mm until the 23rd when the heavens opened and
during the next two days we had over 35 mm of rain (i.e. over 1.5”). It
eased off again and I recorded a total of 47 mm for the month. This
made September an average month for rainfall.

Bablake recorded an average temperature of 13.3 °C which was exactly what I made it in Offchurch and making it the coolest September
for 14 years. Despite low temperatures it was still a sunny month with
11% more sunshine hours than average. Details from http://
bws.users.netlink.co.uk.
The month started with high pressure
anticyclone giving warm days with clear
blue skies. Towards the end of the month
a very low pressure front moved in leading to high rainfall and very strong winds.
Weather sayings:
“September dries up ditches or breaks down bridges.”
Actually I could have added an “and” rather than an “or” to this month’s
weather saying. It demonstrates the extremes of weather that September can offer. Often a large anticyclone becomes established, keeping
the westerly storms at bay. These storms are often the remnants of
hurricanes from the western Atlantic. This September we had both dry
ditches and broken down bridges, with the sun at the start of the month
and the storms at the end.
RKS.
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St Gregory's - A Sanctuary for Wildlife
When you see gossamer flying,
be sure the air is drying,
Gossamer is the web of a small spider often spun on foliage. This light
mass of thread will float in calm air or spread over the grass.Gossamer
literally means "goose summer" referring to early November (11th November is St Martin's "little summer") when geese were eaten - the
time when gossamer was plentiful.
If it is at Martinmas fair, dry
and cold, the cold in winter
will not last long.
This saying is supposed to show the trend of the next winter, unfortunately my trusty book says it does not succeed and then shows it does
for 11 out of 22. 50% correct. What more do they expect? By the way,
11th November is St Martin's Mass. All the portents for rain have come
right this year haven't they? 2013 will be much better, I'll find you
some good omens soon.
The churchyard has suffered this year; quite a few mowing days have
been lost and Saturdays are usually kind to us, but have not been this
year. Probably the worst weather for our "Big Cut" ever and the
meadow grasses look terrible. However, we will not be beaten, we
mow and rake on. Our "hay rick" just grows and grows.
We must find time to sow more wild flower seed this month, plenty of
mole hills have been gathered and are waiting to be raked out into
seed beds. At least the churchyard hedges look well, Paul and John
have used plenty of battery power and muscle through the season until
this point when the growing stops. All looks good. Heather and Mo
have been excellent little “cleaner-up-erers” shifting barrow loads of
clippings. Please, oh, please can we have a bonfire soon? Of course
it is November.
Have I imagined it, but have our coffee breaks got longer? Yes, it's all
that rain that has kept us in church. Enough, no more, 'tis not so sweet
as it was before. Back to work with you. What thinkest thou? Saturdays, 10th and 24th November; 9.30am until 12.30pm. Coffee etc,
about 11.00am. Wear your woollies: it might be colder.
A big thank you to all, we only have two months left of 2012, where did
it go?
Mike Porter
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in the Village Hall,
Thursdays, 5.45pm – 6.45pm
Following a very successful introductory course with our new tutor,
Linda, classes will re-start on Thursday 8th November 2012 for five
weeks (after a week’s break for half term).
There’s still room in the class for one or two more – so if you fancy a
gentle and effective tone-up (without the sweat of keep-fit), come and
give it a go.
Course fee: £8 per session (payable at the first session).
If you are interested but have queries, please contact Janet (01926
425430), or just turn up at the first session.

Reading Circle
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 27th November 2012 at the home
of Judith Perry, 21 Village Street, at 8.00pm. The book for November
is 84 Charing Cross Road, by Helene Hanff. We welcome anyone who
would like to come along. For further information, please ring 01926
886119.
Reading Circle members

Homemade Cakes & Preserves Stall
We are asking for cakes, biscuits, jams, honey, marmalade, pickles,
chutneys, any home-grown or homemade produce to fill our stall at the
Christmas Fayre. Everything will be very acceptable and much appreciated.
Please deliver to Park Gates or bring to the village hall on Saturday
24th november. Many thanks.
Helen, Margaret and Mary
PAGE 19
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FORTHCOMING
EVENT

CHRISTMAS GARLANDS
Tuesday 11th December 2012
8.00pm to 10.00pm
Offchurch Village Hall
Make a date in your diary for our
annual festive garland making evening.
No previous experience needed!
Mince pies and mulled wine included.
To reserve a place contact Kate Sargent 01926
330307
or email katebrown@onetel.com
More details in the December issue
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Warwick Avon Rotary Club
invite you to a

Concert
on behalf of

HELP FOR HEROES
Friday 7th December 2012 at 7.30pm
at the Kingsley School, Royal Leamington Spa
The concert, which is entirely in support of Help for Heroes, will be
given by

BLOSSOM STREET
A highly versatile and dynamic vocal ensemble of professional singers
in their twenties, BLOSSOM STREET perform regularly on radio and
TV as well as the concert platform and corporate and private functions.
BLOSSOM STREET have just returned from the Edinburgh Festival,
following a successful tour in Sweden. The group is currently performing in Germany and has been invited to appear at an International Festival in Spain later in the year. Their CD, Sleep Holy Babe, was selected by David Mellor as the Christmas CD of 2011.
You are sure to enjoy BLOSSOM STREET’s entertaining and seasonal
music while supporting a good cause.
Tickets (£10 per person; half price for children under 16) are available
through Jennie Guest on 01926 855268 or ajguest@sky.com or Max
Harban on 01926 427862.
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Photographic Competition
CLASS 1 Children up to 14 years
Theme
Any subject photographed during 2012
Print size

from 15x10cms [6x4ins] up to 25x20cms [10x8ins] or
A4

Entry fee

50p per print

CLASS 2 Adults and Young People (14 years upwards)
Theme
Action - can include people or other objects photo
graphed during 2012
Print size

from 15x10cms (6x4ins) up to 25x20cms (10x8ins) or
A4

Entry fee

£1 per print

Entrants can submit up to 3 prints per person in colour or black and
white.
Entrants must not be professional photographers (i.e. must not make
more than 35% of their annual income from the sale of their photographs).
Closing date: Sunday 9th December 2012
Judging criteria
All entries will be judged by two independent judges who will select the
winning entries using the following three criteria:
1. Technical competence
2. Visual impact
3. Originality
The judges’ decision is final.
Prizes will be awarded to the winning entrants.
Exhibition
An exhibition of all the entries and the presentation of prizes will be
held at the Cheese and Wine evening on Friday 28th December 2012.
PAGE 22
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Photographic Competition Entry Form
NAME
ADDRESS

TELEPHONE
CLASS
(Class 1: Children up to 14 years - Class 2: Adults and Young People 14 years upwards)

PRINTS - MAXIMUM OF 3
Title 1
Title 2
Title 3

——————————————————————————
——————————————————————————
——————————————————————————

Photographs, accompanied by a completed entry form and the entry
fee, should be handed in to Brickyard Cottages, Welsh Road, by midnight on Sunday 9th December 2012.
Please also WRITE CLEARLY ON THE BACK of the photo THE
TITLE if any, and THE CLASS which you are entering.
ENTRY FEE
Class 1
Class 2

50p per print
£1 per print

Photographs can be collected after the exhibition or by arrangement.
For further information, please contact Sandy Hedderwick on 01926
613543.
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Eathorpe, Hunningham, Offchurch and Wappenbury Joint Parish Council, held on
Tuesday 18th September 2012 at Eathorpe at 7.30pm.
Present: Councillor W. Redford, chairman, Councillors M. Burgun, S.
Palmer, Mrs M. Green, J. Hammon, Mrs J. Seaton, Mrs M. Weeks, Mrs
R. Commander and D. Mynors.
Also present: Councillor M. Kinson, Chairman of the District Council.
Councillor Redford welcomed Councillor Kinson, who would be addressing the meeting later.
1. Apologies
Received from Councillors M. Brooks, Mrs C. Foyer, M. Doody and N.
Pratt.
2. Declaration of Interests
None
3. Minutes
Having been circulated beforehand, the minutes were taken as read,
agreed and signed by the Chairman.
4. Matters Arising
No progress yet with regard to the pot hole at Hunningham, other than
it being fenced.
Hedging at Hunningham and Offchurch, along with the foliage at Offchurch bridge has been reported and acknowledged.
No further information on the flooding report, in which HS2 also have
an involvement.
The water hydrant plate needs replacing on Corner House Hunningham.
5. District Council Chairman
Councillor Kinson noted that this is his first visit to this area and the
10th council visit. He mentioned forthcoming HS2 meetings, and that
any of our members would be welcome to attend planning meetings to
express any points they may have.
He spoke of the new system of advising planning applications electronically, at which followed a brief discussion. Invitations to his November dinner will be sent to the chairman and clerk, but if unable to
attend, could be passed to councillors.
6. Planning
W121045

Wisteria Cottage, Offchurch
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W121049
Offchurch Bury
Access
The present access near the lodge is not in use, and the proposed
new one is in an area of unrestricted speed limits. Perhaps a mirror
could be used, alongside caution of a concealed entrance. There is
clearly a road safety issue involved. There are already three different
entrances to the estate. A further consideration is show traffic.
A response to be sent incorporating these points.
7. Highways
Highway matters dealt with under Matters Arising.
8. & 9. Police Matters and Chairman’s Report
Car number plates have been stolen locally, and the police are providing kits to try and make it more difficult. The contact is PC Towle on
01926 684471.
Next Community Forum is on 18th October 2012, main priorities being
speed monitors at Weston, and high visibility patrols at Radford and
Cubbington recreation grounds.
There have been thefts from outbuildings and sheds, and also plant
and machinery has been taken. Also thefts of power cables on the
Welsh Road.
10. Correspondence
The various notices etc. were distributed.
11. Code of Conduct
This is still being circulated.
12. HS2
Councillor Burgun gave a further update on the position, and kindly
provided the following summary.
The visit by HS2 staff to Offchurch and Cubbington took place satisfactorily on 7th August 2012.
They toured the area with members of both action groups and met and
talked with four farmers, over a total visit period of more than 4 hours.
The first bilateral meeting with HS2 was held on 13th September.
All the mitigation points were presented to HS2 who gave little response at this stage.
The third HS2 Community Forum is to be held on Thursday 20th September 2012.
We will formalise our concerns re HS2 project process at that meeting.
WCC are being very supportive of both our mitigation proposals and
our concerns regarding HS2 lack of progress, and lack of responses.
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HS2 have refused to discuss sound, noise and vibration directly with
us.
They will ONLY discuss this subject with Head of Environment of each
District Council.
Therefore we formally request that the District Councils arrange to
meet with the Action Groups to discuss the situation and the way forward.
The revised E.I.A. has been produced by HS2. However, the programme of work to arrive at a draft Environmental Statement by spring
2013 is too short.
We, therefore anticipate an unsatisfactory result will be produced, increasing the Public Consultation effort required in the following 3month period.
We await further information regarding the late Compensation Consultation.
The JPC formerly record our thanks to Councillor Burgun for the work
that he is doing on our behalf, and in producing the verbal and written
reports.
13. Finance
The Annual Audit has been completed without comment, and the Certificate received.
The grant of £1500 re play equipment has been received.
Payments: Cheques 34 - £192 - mowing; 35 - £2305.27 - play equipment; 36 - £162 - audit; 37 - £20 - room hire; 38 - £226 - repairs; 39 £20 - room hire; 40 - £192 - mowing; 41 - £40 - moles; 42 - £240 clerk; 43 - £91.50 - expenses; 44 - £60 - tax.
14. Annual Dinner
Suggested that we approach Hill Top, for a Friday in early December.
15. A.O.B.
We understand that Weston Council have placed a restrictive covenant
on the deeds of Offchurch playing field. The clerk to investigate.
Broadband champion for Offchurch has a Mr O’Brian listed and not
Richard Seaton as requested. We are to register Mr Seaton.
Agreed that we obtain a larger waste bin for Offchurch playing field.
The lamp near Gable house is not working.
Next meeting 20th November 2012 at Offchurch.
Meeting closed at 8.50pm.
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Offchurch Toddler Group
HELP NEEDED!! After 7 years (on and off) of running the playgroup, I
will be finishing at Christmas time and am looking for a willing person
to take over. The playgroup runs on Wednesday mornings and all the
equipment is stored at the village hall. It just requires someone to
open up (9ish), get the toys/tea coffee cups out etc, then clear away at
11.15. We currently have a successful music class running in conjunction with the playgroup which attracts a large number of people from
outside the village.
If you are interested, please pop along one Wednesday morning and
see what’s involved. If no-one is willing to take this on (again), then
sadly, the playgroup will have to shut (again!!). Many thanks. Wendy
Farquharson 01926 612279.

Kel Elliott in Concert
Saturday 17th November 2012
8.00pm
(Bar/doors open 7.30pm)
Eathorpe Village Hall
Kel, a singing double bass player,
fronts an impressively energetic and
dynamic band, comprising piano
(Leo), drums / percussion (Tom) and
rhythm guitar (Kelvin). “Smart and
sassy, ballsy but sweet” is how she’s
described. Influenced by artists such
as Tom Waits, Ray Charles, Ella Fitzgerald and Norah Jones, she has a
rich velvet voice. They’ve had the
audience dancing on the tables at a
local gig, so beware!
Tickets: £8 / £7 (u-18s or o-65s) if purchased before 12th November
£10 / £9 (u-18s or o-65s) if purchased after
Ring Sue – 01926 632575 or Graham/Pauline 01926 632242 or email
sueateathorpe@gmail.com

TOTAL INSTALLATIONS
PLUMBING & HEATING LIMITED

Bathrooms * En-suites
Wet rooms * Kitchens
Floor and wall tiling * Central heating systems
Hot water cylinder replacement
Repairs and maintenance
Ben: 07876 444096 * Will: 07876 444097
Visit our website: www.total-installations.com

