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A letter from the Churchwardens
Dear All
This slot is usually filled by a thought for the month from the Vicar but, as you
will know, Tim and Frances Britton have now retired. They will be moving to
their new home in Cromer as soon as it is ready and we wish them every
blessing in the years ahead.
When a vicar leaves a parish the responsibility for ensuring the church continues to function rests with the Area Dean. In our case this is Craig Groocock
who is also the vicar of Harbury. If you need to contact someone, for instance, for a baptism, wedding or funeral then please contact Craig by email
at kankudai43@aol.com.
Services will continue to be held at St Gregory’s at 10am every Sunday.
When there is a 5th Sunday we will join, as before, with the other churches in
the area either in Offchurch or in one of the other churches. We have the
continued support of Rev David Forster who will take services for us, for
which we are very grateful, and we will be inviting others to help us.
As yet we are unable to begin the search for a replacement for Tim. A decision needs to be made about how the clergy across the Deanery are to be
allocated before this can proceed. We have been part of the Feldon Group of
six churches with Tim having the unenviable task of managing all six. This
not only includes working out how to be in six places at once but attending 6
PCC meetings!
One proposed approach for the future is to bring together Weston under
Wetherley, Hunningham and Wappenbury with Offchurch. Offchurch would be
the mother church and the others would be known as Chapels of Ease.
There would be just one PCC for the four churches. Services could still be
held in the Chapels of Ease and ‘Friends’ groups would be formed to maintain
the church buildings. While we await a formal decision the four churches have
already begun to work closely together to share talents and resources.
There is a long way to go before any final decisions are made and we will do
our best to keep you informed as we work towards finding a replacement for
Tim. We are confident that the right choices will be made and that St Gregory’s will continue to be at the heart of the village of Offchurch as it has been
for more than 900 years.
May you know the love of Christ this Easter.
Wendy and Jane
Churchwardens
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ST GREGORY'S APRIL SERVICES AND EVENTS
Wednesday 1st

7.00pm Compline

Thursday 2nd

5.00pm Midweek Service

Thursday 2nd

7.00pm Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion

Brian

Jo King

Friday 3rd

11.30am Good Friday
Meditation Service

Wardens

Sunday 5th

10.00am EASTER DAY
Holy Communion
(4 Parishes)

David

Wendy

Thursday 9th

5.00pm Midweek Service
Team

Wendy

Marcia

Wendy

Sunday 12th
Thursday 16th
Sunday 19th
Thursday 23rd

10.00am Morning Prayer
5.00pm Midweek Service
10.00am Family Service
5.00pm Midweek Service

Sunday 26th

10.00am Holy Communion
11.00am APCM

Thursday 30th

5.00pm

Paul
Wendy
Simmonds

Midweek Service

Midweek worship with prayer for the village takes place in Offa House
every Thursday at 5pm – all welcome. (We may be joined by people from
other parishes as part of the Offa House cycle of prayer.)

ST GREGORY’S
Area Dean: Craig Groocock: kankudai43@aol.com
Curate: Revd David Forster 07845 997674
rev.davidforster@hotmail.co.uk
Church Wardens:
Mrs Jane Inman 01926 338704 jane_inman@sky.com
Mrs Wendy Green 01926 427580 brian@briangreen2.wanadoo.co.uk
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ST GREGORY’S MATTERS
Whatever next? Relief from our current state of chronic vicarlessness will, one day (soon?), follow the appointment of a new incumbent. This, however, can only be achieved once our Diocesan and
Deanery decision makers have presented us with an effective and
acceptable parish grouping / structure. Without any doubt, our infinite
patience will see us through all of this ….. but only if they HURRY UP!
Encouragingly, we can assume that the employment of a new vicar will
be smooth and trouble-free, reflecting the fact that our parish has successfully undertaken this process on 41 previous occasions since the
installation of our first minister, Thomas de Poleye in 1328.
Matriphilia: Several graphic opportunities were grasped during
our Joint Mothering Sunday Service to remind us that mothers
constitute a most underrated group, whose value consistently goes
unrecognised. One of our readings detailed a mother's job description
that no-one in their right mind would touch with a feather duster. This
was followed by a playlet, entertainingly enacted by The Pilgrim
Puppets, that cutely captured a typical teenager's disregard for
his Mum's tireless efforts.
During the rest of the service those children (of all ages) present,
made it quite clear that they fully recognised, and valued, the bonds
that tie them and their mothers lovingly together. This was beautifully
expressed in hymns, songs, readings, puppetry and prayers, not to
mention the distribution of over fifty posies of spring flowers - our
grateful thanks to Marcia, Pilgrim Puppets and our musicians for all of
this wonder.
Given this (totally genuine) recognition, it was interesting to note that
provision of after-service refreshments, and the washing up, were
largely undertaken by a small group of willing ladies ….. all mothers!
University Challenge: On the last Saturday in February our old
friend and one-time fellow worshipper, Prof John Moverley, chose St
Gregory's as the venue for a reunion of his scholarly contemporaries
from St Catharine's College, Cambridge. Their sessions of alumnic
reminiscing and grey-haired camaraderie were punctuated by two St
Gregory's masterstrokes…. a tour, expertly and entertainingly lead by
Brian, followed by a visit to the tower and a nicely illustrated talk by
“Sandy The Clock”.
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Whilst refreshments were being served, Wendy organed away with
some suitable academia-compatible pieces which were so well received
that, by way of a finale, a boisterous vocal rendition of “Guide Me O
Thou Great Redeemer” lifted the roof – obviously a tuning-up for less
reverential student songs to follow their lunch at The Stag.
Our efforts, on behalf of this erudite group (we avoided any hint of
“sageism”), attracted grateful comments. Our only concern was that the
gauges on our sensitive “IQ monitors” recorded values that were way off
the scale, but these were successfully recalibrated in time for our own
down-to-earth Sunday congregation.
Messy-ish Church: Given the range of activities on offer, the children, on this busy occasion, spent a little less time than usual on the
craft / art work – the creative decoration of Joseph's outer garment. For
all of that, their efforts did not lack imagination, and he was finally
resplendant in a coat of not-too-many colours. We managed to convince him that this reflected our current age of austerity and had nothing
to do with the children's distraction by the appearance of scrumptious
party food!
Another rewarding occasion, thanks to the efforts of the Messy Church
Team - plans are already in place for the next event, in June.
Brand spanking pew! The seating capacity in the South Porch has
recently been doubled, and symmetry
restored, with the introduction of a
locally hand-made solid oak pew that
will occupy the space left following the
unauthorised removal of the original.
This is a generous gift for which we are
indebted to Blackdown Growers, who
were responsible for the offer, together
with the people who made it all happen; Simon Calder of Blackdown
Growers, Richard Leek of Rm Engineering and Doug Barr from Woodberry Outdoor Furniture Makers.
Naturally, our valued new acquisition is
firmly anchored to the wall, just in case
anyone should misinterpret an invitation to “take a seat”.
Sitting pretty …... Jane and
Simon try out the new pew
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St Gregory's A Sanctuary for Wildlife
St Gregory’s A Sanctuary for Wildlife
There are generally some warm
days at the end of March or
beginning of April, which bring
the blackthorn into bloom, and
which are followed by a cold
period called the Blackthorn
Winter.
This is a famous weather saying. The blackthorn flowers on average
from 20th March to the 10th of April in the Midlands. The chance of the
warm spell at this time which brings out the blackthorn blossom has a
53% of being correct but the cold spell thereafter was poor with only
31% figure. Well that’s OK then.
Weather wise we experience a cold stormy period in the middle of the
month with the annual maximum of north winds. Then similar weather
from the 23rd to the 26th, so keep your woollies handy.
However spring is with us and the Churchyard is now looking good, the
early wild crocus have finished as have the snowdrops and the winter
aconites. The aconites weren’t really much better this year but the
snowdrops and crocus have been really something. I do hope you managed to get a look at them. Now we have the wonder of the primulacrossed primroses, they are every where. Also the primrose and cowslip crosses are coming out and the cowslips are budding. Do have a
look. The bird boxes are getting attention, particularly by the tits. Keep
your fingers crossed that we get some occupied by the birds, we usually get a few. I’ve been checking the owl box and I don’t think we have
been lucky yet. Sandy built it and put it up in the yew trees. No sign of
nesting material over the 4 years.
We have another problem with our hedge hog box, it is rather rotten but
is 8 years old I think. More building to come. Overall things look pretty
tidy now, Tim has removed the remainder of the rotten tree and the
trunk is now logs ready for next winter. Warm toes to come. We had a
super final bonfire and all the branches are now ash. We are left with a
large area in the new piece of the Churchyard which will be ready for
grass seeding.
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Heather has already made a start, thanks Heather. Dare I mention grass cutting ? It’s got to be done. Well Dave has checked all
the mowers and all have started except one. The cutting blade
has sheared off and it was always a so and so to start. Now it is
in a few bits and will soon join the mowers in the sky less some of
the attachments we can use. Ah well, we have killed a few mowers now in the last 20 years.
Sorry to mention grass cutting but we will have to have a go
soon. Working on Saturdays the 4th and 18th April, 9.30 am til
12.30 pm . At least it should be a bit warmer if we miss the Blackthorn Winter. Let’s hope! Again a very big thank you to all helpers
and well wishers.
Mike Porter

A very warm welcome to Graham and Liz who have
moved into 6, Park Gates.

A ernoon Club,
Monday 13th April 2015
We are not going to the theatre this year, so we shall be in the
Village Hall at the usual me of 2.30 p.m. You will be contacted
about transport arrangements and we look forward to seeing
you then, and as it is Spring, we hope the weather will be warmer.
We look forward to seeing you all.
Valerie and Greta.

DEADLINE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO MAY MAGAZINE:
SUNDAY 26th APRIL
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Oﬀchurch Weather-watch – February 2015
As was the case with last month, this February turned out sunny with
89.5 hours recorded for this area, 14% above average. Although referred to as “fill-dyke” February’s rainfall in the village, at 32.1 mm, was
only 64% of our ten-year average. Despite the sunshine, February was
cooler than average at 4.1 °C. However, the general rise over the
month, shown in the outdoor temperature chart, reflects the increasing
power of the sun as it rises higher in the sky for longer each day.
Thanks this month to Dave Crisford, who came to the rescue when my
weather station suddenly decided to reset itself, losing five days of data
in the process.

High pressure in the first half of
February, reaching 1040 hPa on
the 8th, kept the weather fine.
However, low pressure in the second half of the month led to periods of rain with the 19th the wettest day.
Weather facts
British Summer Time starts on 29th March. On 4th March we marked the
death, 100 years ago, of William Willett who promoted the idea of putting
the clocks forward in summer. His proposal was to put the clocks forward
by 20 minutes on each of four Sundays in April. He estimated this would
gain 210 hours of useful daylight, saving £2.5 million expenditure on energy for lighting in the evenings. Unfortunately, he faced considerable
opposition then and I know of five Offchurch clock-winders who would
have been none too happy with his scheme. It took until 1916, a year
after Willett’s death, for summertime to be implemented, largely because
Germany introduced summer time to save fuel, increase productivity and
advance their war effort. The British quickly followed suit.
RKS
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Don’t miss this showing of the classic film

BRE@KF@ST @T TIFF@NY’S

For One Night Only!!
Starting at 7pm, Saturday 2nd May
Offchurch Village Hall
Tickets: £7.50, to include:
♦
♦

A pre-film Bellini cocktail

Pizza with Green Salad and Coleslaw

(please advise when booking if you require vegetarian)
♦
♦

Sweet Treats

Please bring your own favourite Tipple

Booking is essential as seats are limited—
Please contact Mo mo@crisford.net or 613477 or
Janet seatons@me.com or 425430
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Southam College Summer Term 2015
Community Courses
th

Most classes commence week beginning Monday, 20 April.
Evening courses run from 7.30-9.30 for a maximum of 10
Weeks (excluding Monday 4th May and half term break beginning 25th May) unless shown otherwise. Please arrive 15
minutes early for the first session to allow time for enrolment.
For further information and to register to guarantee your
place, please contact Sue Hawthorn or Chris Dudley on 01926
810942 or at
commed.s@welearn365.com
Southam College Evening Courses beginning:

MONDAY, 20th April 2015
Cake decorating and sugar paste flowers
Spanish for beginners (term 3) – 7.00-9.00pm
Woodturning – session 1 - 6.30-8.00pm
Woodturning– session 2 – 8.00-9.30pm

Wednesday 22nd April
Dressmaking for Summer - 7.00-9.00pm
Basic Photo Editing and management (2 wk)
Word for Beginners – 6th May (2 weeks)
Word – Mail merge and labels–3rdJune (2 wk)
Yoga - session 1 - 6.30 – 7.30pm
Yoga – session 2 - 7.45 – 9.15pm

There are no courses at
Southam College on the
evening of Wednesday
24th June due to the new
intake Induction day

Thursday 23rd April
Cake decorating and sugar paste flowers
Intro to Patchwork, Quilting and Applique 5
weeks
Pilates – 7.00-8.00pm
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Daytime Courses in Southam
Graham Adams Centre
Fitness, fun and flexibility
Wednesday 9.30-10.30am
Water Colour Painting – starts 29th April
Wed 1.00-3.00pm (9 weeks)
Water Colour Painting – starts 30th April
Thursday 1.00-3.00pm (9 weeks)
Water Colour Painting – starts 1st May
Friday 1.00-3.00pm (9 weeks)

Courses in the villages
Harbury Village Hall –
(Farley room)
Upholstery & soft furnishing

Offchurch Village Hall

Monday 9.15-11.15am

Upholstery & soft furnishing
Tuesday 9.30-11.30am

Tom Hauley Room Harbury
Yoga

Ufton Village Hall

Wednesday 7.00 – 8.30pm

Cake decorating and sugarpaste
flowers
Tuesday 10.00 – 12 noon

Stockton Village Hall
Upholstery & soft furnishing
Tuesday 1.00-3.00pm

Pilates
Thursday 9.30 – 10.30am
Programme subject to amendment. For
the most up to date information and a
short description of most of these
courses please contact us or visit our
page on Southam College website
www.southamcollege.com/CommEd1 .
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Kathleen Elizabeth Moreton
Born 23rd January 1919 at Green Fields Farm,
Newtown
Near Wem,
Shropshire
Kathleen was born the second of four children and the elder daughter of William and Clara Davies. They were a traditional farming family of the time,
producing milk, cheese, eggs, beef, lamb, pork, chicken and ancillary products such as bacon and brawn which were sold both locally and in Liverpool
where William's brother had a grocers shop. Kathleen's father was a skilled
stockman helping other farmers in the community with calving and lambing.
He also was a skilled livestock slaughterer. They bred working and riding
horses and working and sporting dogs.
In 1933, the family sold the farm and moved to a tenancy on the Warwick
estate at Deer Park Farm, Wedgenock, Warwick. This was a ten fold increase in the size of the farming business. Kathleen now fourteen years old
was responsible for the dairy herd, the main enterprise, which involved hand
milking with the whole family twice a day and seven days a
week. William and Clara were regular church goers and attended St Nicholas church in Warwick where Kathleen helped most Sunday afternoons with
Sunday school.
In 1936, the Moreton family arrived at Heathcote Hill Farm, Warwick from
Cheshire. George and Ellen Moreton were also regular attenders at St Nicholas Church and also had a dairy enterprise but their farming expertise was
more focused on intensive potato and vegetable production and hence the
potato merchants business of G F Moreton and sons was founded which
was run by four sons delivering produce to the shops in Leamington and
Warwick.
Sam and Kath married at St Nicholas Church in 1942 and obtained a small
holding at Allesley near Coventry where they continued to produce milk and
vegetables including boiled beetroot all of which was sold in Coventry market during the war years. Fred and Les were born at Allesley before Sam
and Kathleen moved to Burnt Heath Farm, Offchurch in 1947 becoming tenants of Mr Bert Johnson. Soon afterwards they took on Welsh Road Farm.
This was a great opportunity and the business grew rapidly , producing milk
from a 150 cow dairy herd, built up by introducing in-calf heifers from Scotland. Arable crops of potatoes, sugar beet and a range of cereal crops and
a sheep flock producing lamb were also on the farm. Although tractors had
been introduced, there were two cart horses in residence. Cereals were man
handled in 112kg sacks and potatoes in 50kg sacks. Sugar beet was loaded
by hand onto an elevator. The work force put in many hours of hard labour
and Kathleen was responsible for keeping everybody supplied with food and
drink so that the men could work on into the night at peak times. In the early
50's, Ivor and David were born to complete the family.
PAGE 14
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Sam and Kath were enthusiastic members of the local and agricultural
social activities, being involved in the opening of The Farmers Club in
Leamington and were active members of the Kenilworth Agricultural
society and the Warwickshire agricultural society. In the late 50's, Sam
and Kathleen embarked on their much loved travels to many parts of
the world especially Australia and New Zealand where they made
many long-lasting friends.
Burnt Heath was always an open house. A visit was always remembered for Kathleen's generosity and kindness. Gardening and the joy
of flowers were Kathleen's most favourite hobbies along with cooking
and giving to people the proceeds of both. She was an enthusiastic
member of the flower club and also of St Gregory's Church. Most of all
her passion was her family. Her unstinting support, loyalty and love for
Sam was exemplary. Her boys and their families could not have had
more support, encouragement and loving care. She leaves four sons,
three daughters-in-law, eleven grandchildren, and fifteen great grandchildren.
Kathleen died on 11th November 2014 and will be remembered by all
who knew her as a most kind and generous lady.
PARISH COUNCIL—OPEN MEETING—TUESDAY 14th APRIL 2015 ,
7.30pm
The annual open meeting will take place on Tuesday 14th at the Village Hall.
This is your opportunity to raise matters with your Parish Councillors.
As you may aware in addition to voting for a new parliament we will also
have the opportunity to vote for four Offchurch representatives, as part of the
Joint Parish Council.
If you are interested in standing, please contact the Elections Office at Riverside House in Leamington (telephone 456105) elections@warwickdc.gov.uk
Nomination papers need to be submitted by April 9th

OFFCHURCH GARDEN CLUB
Monday 27th April: Garden Hunting in
China, Timothy Walker
Plant Sales
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The Parish council have recently been engaged in re-imagining the village
web site to encourage more use of this valuable resource. Along with
adding new content, we would like the various clubs and societies to have
greater input into their own pages and content.
Within reason, anything can be added onto the individual club pages, news,
views, photographs, videos, events etc. All that is required is a nominated
club member to liaise with the administrator of the website. Changes /
content can be mailed and updated quickly. Not every club or page has to
be feature rich, if the club just needs a simple page that doesn’t change, this
is fine. In the future, the website will be developed even further, with the
addition of features such as news tickers, events calenders, social media
integration, forums and multi administrator rights (so clubs can update their
own pages). It is envisaged a Coventry University student will be
undertaking this as part of their degree course. For this year, the current
and the new website will run side by side until the new one has been
finished and signed off, but the new site is planning to go "live" as it stands
on the 8th of May.
All that is needed to start with is a willing volunteer (or more than one) for
each club / society that wishes to have a page on the site. That, and some
content to add. Simple as that. Please check if your club /society has been
added to the site, if we have missed you off this is not intentional, just
contact Amanda with details. The new site (so far) can be viewed at
www.offchurch-village.org.uk .
If you are interested in adding content, being a point of contact for a club or
would just like further information, then please contact Amanda Brooks via
telephone 07889 197287 or via email on amandabrooks968@yahoo.co.uk,
preferably before the end of April. This will allow time for changes to be
made before the 8th May. If anyone is interested in becoming an
administrator on the Offchurch Facebook page, please contact Amanda.
The council is hoping that any costs incurred in running the site will be
covered by advertising. If you would like to advertise your business on
there, please contact us, using either the contact form on the site or through
Amanda.
Finally, if you have any suggestions for the new site, anything at all, we
would love to hear from you.
Ultimately, the aim is to have a village website that all villagers can get
involved with (should they so wish) which is both fun and informative.
Offchurch Parish Council
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Classes run at the Village Hall on Thursdays 5.45—6.45 and 7—8.00pm.
Cost is £10 per class (drop-in) or £8 per class when booked as a block.
There will no longer be a 12.15 pm class. Contact Judy on 07508 831359.

OFFCHURCH 100 CLUB
OFFCHURCH 100 CLUB
March Draw 2015
The eighth draw of the 100 club.
The winners are as follows:
1st Prize. Richard Seaton
2nd Prize. Mike and Barbara Porter
3rd Prize. Chris Henn
Congratulations to our winners and thank you to everyone for your
support.
John Mander
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Special Offer for New Oil Syndicate Members
As of 1st April any new Energy Warwickshire Syndicate member can
take advantage of ‘first order membership free’ *
This means that any household or community building not currently in
the syndicate will be able to try out the service without having to pay
the annual membership fee until they place their second order.
Energy Warwickshire has seen a fantastic start to 2015 and managed
to secure some great savings for members during January and February. Over 550 residents in Warwickshire are now part of the Energy
Warwickshire syndicate saving considerable sums on their oil heating
costs. The syndicate compiles one bulk order per month and searches the market to secure the lowest price possible for individual members.
Januarys member price was 33.98ppl saving 14.52ppl against the
market high and Februarys member price was 33.35ppl saving 6.8ppl
against the market high.
Jude Henderson Business Development Manager, WRCC says “Our
members have benefitted not only from the recent drop in oil prices,
but also from the steep growth in our membership numbers meaning
we are placing larger and larger orders month on month. This has
given the syndicate great strength in negotiating with suppliers to offer
their best prices.”
Energy Warwickshire are now hoping to share this success more
widely and want to recruit new members to the syndicate.
Kim Slater Chief Exec WRCC “On average Energy Warwickshire is
saving households £56.12 per oil order so we are confident you’ll continue ordering once you’ve given it a try.”
Since its conception in October 2012 the Energy Warwickshire syndicate has ordered over 1.3million litres of heating oil saving members
over £70,000.
For further information or to join the scheme contact:
www.energywarwickshire.org.uk
Tel: 01789 842182
Email: energy@wrccrural.org.uk
*Domestic membership currently
PAGE 18 £20 per annum
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Computer Problems?
Call Jan Lucas
System set up
Troubleshooting
Personal Tuition
Computer / tablet / phone
Locally based (Bubbenhall)

I can :
Help you get your ﬁrst computer or upgrade your
exis ng one
Sort out any problems on your PC / tablet / phone
Teach you how to use it eﬃciently
Teach you at your own pace, one-to-one
02476 307 988 - 07847 015 154
www.bootfinder.co.uk
References available – websites also undertaken
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