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"In August, the large masses of berries, which, when
in flower, had attracted many wild bees, gradually
assumed their bright velvety crimson hue, and by
their weight again bent down and broke their tender
limbs."
- Henry David Thoreau
"What dreadful hot weather we have!
It keeps me in a continual state of inelegance."
- Jane Austen
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Village Hall Cleaning for August: Judith Perry
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Mobile Library stop: Old Post Office 9.15am-9.35am

pp. 1819

Bell ringing practice, 7.30pm-9.00pm, Church Tower
Services in St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

Offchurch
Sunday School, St Gregory’s Church
CAMEO

p. 5

Family Service, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

S

WWI

Service to Commemorate Outbreak of World War I, 10am,
St Gregory’s Church

pp. 4

Upholstery and soft furnishings class, 9.30-11.30am, Village Hall. Contact Lynda Eadon on 01926 812598

BBQ

Tennis Club (Thurs); Cricket (Sun); Netball (Mon) times
vary, Offchurch Sports Club

P. 10

Churchyard Working Group, 9.30am-12.30pm, Churchyard

p. 12-13

Reading Circle, 8.00pm, private home. Contact Liz Varnish 886119

p. 11

Village Barbecue, Village Field , 12.30pm

p. 17

Pilates classes at 12.15pm, 5.45pm and 7.00pm, Village
Hall. Contact Linda Renshaw 07915 855 420
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FROM THE VICAR

ST GREGORY’S MATTERS
As Tim Britton enjoys a well-earned break to receive spiritual renewal at New Wine, we prepare for an important summer in the church
calendar, with the advent of Hope 14, and the World War 1 Commemoration Service on 3rd August, for which Tim will return before
leaving on a special holiday to celebrate his and Frances’ 40th wedding anniversary. We wish them congratulations and many more
years of joy together.
Open Gardens: Our Kitchen and Toilet Fund received a significant
boost, following the distribution of proceeds from the Open Gardens
event. Our thanks are due to all who contributed to this success. Many
willing helpers were involved, but perhaps Carol and Martin deserve particular mention - in recognition of their eight hours slaving over the washing-up bowl their names have been added to the Offchurch “Rubber
Glove” Roll of Honour and, what is more, they are being nominated
for the ultimate accolade - a full “Marigold”.
Well done everyone!
Open Studios: St Gregory’s was, once again, graced by the presence
and work of four local artists (Judith, Eleanor, Julie and Jane), as part of
the annual Warwickshire Open Studios event.
Our tea and cake team provided refreshments over the middle weekend,
with a respectable income/outcome, even though, on Sunday, we found
ourselves outserved by the televised antics of two foreign lawn tennis
players, somewhere in South London. This resulted in our inability to
match Saturday’s Grand Slam. The final outcome was that just £37 was
lobbed into the K&T Fund.
St Gregory’s will mark the centenary of the outbreak of the First
World War with a special commemoration on 3rd August (10.00am)
This will be a combined Feldon Group Service that will provide an
opportunity for all of us to show our respects and to dwell on the
impact that this event had on the lives of so many people, including
many from our own villages.
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ST GREGORY’S - AUGUST SERVICES
rd

Sun 3

10.00am

Thur 7th

5.00pm

Sun 10th

10.00am

Thur 14th

5.00pm

Sun 17th

10.00am

Thur 21st

5.00pm

Sun 24th

11.00am

Thur 28th

5.00pm

Sun 31st

11.00am

WW1 Commemoration
Joint Feldon Group Service

Tim

Midweek Service

Tim

Holy Communion + Sunday
School
Joint Feldon Group Service

Tim

Midweek Service

Tim

Family Service

Marcia

Midweek Service

Tim

Hunningham
Joint Feldon Group Service

Tim

Midweek Service

Tim

Marton
Joint Feldon Group Service

Tim

Wendy

Wendy

Wendy

ST GREGORY’S
Priest in Charge:
Revd Tim Britton 01926 812518 office@thefeldongroup.org.uk
Curate: Revd David Forster 07845 997674
forsterhall@hotmail.com
Church Wardens:
Mrs Jane Inman 01926 338704 jane_inman@sky.com
Mrs Wendy Green 01926 427580 brian@briangreen2.wanadoo.co.uk
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Wedding of the Month: Lizzie and Charles
from “The Stag” were married in St Gregory’s on
Saturday 19th July. We wish them a long, happy
and blessed life together.

Officialdumb or not: As part of a Feldon Group exercise we were
recently invited to respond to a Deanery-based survey, designed to
measure our performance against “eight essential qualities of
healthy growing churches”. The analysed results will form part of a
Parish Profile – an essential document that will be used to inform potential incumbents.
For some, all of this sniffs of the mechanistic, bureaucratic world of
“profiles”, “paradigms”, “platforms” and “pathways”, with accountability
to some official overseeing, body …… the role of Ofsted, Ofwat, Ofgem now adopted by that greatly respected Ecumenical Regulator –
Ofchurch!
Others, more at ease in this world, comfortably warm to a structured approach, snuggled down under their 15 TOG spreadsheets, convinced
that we can truly benefit from the guidance of a band of qualified and
respected “Church Growers” (there really are such people!).
Essentially, however, whether we see all of this as a transient arrhythmia or a much needed ecclesiastical defibrillation, it is vitally important
that, as we willingly and enthusiastically engage with it, we are, at the
same time, not distracted from those critical life-sustaining questions
that routinely face us ……. eg who’s going to give out the hymn books?
HOPE 14: St Gregory’s major contribution to this Deanery-wide event
will be a celebration of the creative skills and abilities of Offchurch people in a Festival of Talents on Sunday 28th September – an opportunity
to show each other, and the wider world, some of the imaginative things
that many of us get up to.
So, whether its sewing or snapping, collecting or collage, painting or pottery, model-making or macramé, it’s time to think about what YOU might
be able to contribute to the display and, ever so gently, get cracking!
More details of the event will appear in next month’s Offchurch News.
PAGE 6

www.offchurch.org.uk

Offchurch News

Oﬀchurch Weather-watch – June 2014
Although a mostly dry month, with above average temperatures and sunshine, June suffered two very wet spells, one at the beginning and the other
at the end of the month. The monthly rainfall was 61 mm which is just under
the average for June in Offchurch. The long dry spell through most of the
month led to above average sunshine, at 112% according to Bablake Weather Service, and outdoor temperatures averaging 17°C. The wettest period
was 26th/27th June when 30 mm of rain fell, over an inch in real currency!

The relative pressure chart opposite demonstrates well the dry period of
anticyclone through the majority of the month. Two short spells of low
pressure either side brought periods of rain, with the wettest day being on
27th June.

Weather facts or ﬁc on?
July 15th is called St Swithin’s day. Should it rain this day then the forecast is that there will be a deluge for the next 40 days. Fine conditions
on this day will be followed by a similar period of good weather. There
may be some truth in this forecast, for in Europe the weather often
settles into a fixed pattern for several weeks. Why 40 days? This may
well date back to poor old Noah who suffered a deluge for 40 days
and nights. Thank goodness, this year the 15th July was dry!
RKS.
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Well, I bet you thought we’d never go!
It’s been a long time coming but at last our new home in Leam Terrace is
nearing completion and by the time you read this we will be in residence. On
a balmy August day 30 years ago we moved into Corner Cottage, got to know
the community and gradually became involved in village activities. We’ve had
some great times here, shared some memorable experiences, enjoyed the support of some wonderful neighbours, made close friendships and discovered
kindred spirits in the midst of the village. We’re going to miss all of this, although we’re sure the friendships are now so well rooted that they will survive
our move to Leamington.
We have lots of memories of our time in the village - some happy, some sad and it’s difficult to pick out significant ones from the kaleidoscope of events
we’ve been involved in and the emotions we’ve experienced. However. there
are a few special moments that come to mind…….
Not many years after we moved in we were invited to an evening party to
celebrate a village wedding. It was held in the gardens of Offa House on a
warm summer evening, and, so it seemed, most of the village, young and old,
were there. We sat on straw bales, drank lots of ale, feasted well, and danced
to a fiddlers band until the early hours….well, we may be romanticising this
last bit, it was probably recorded music! Anyway, it felt like a scene from
‘Cider with Rosie’, and we thought we’d arrived in paradise!
The Millennium celebrations were something special - Kate, Pat, Janet, Jane
and Helen unforgettably performing at The Stag as the (Old) Spice Girls, followed by a huge gathering of villagers and friends packed into St. Gregory’s
to hear the bells bring in the new millennium. Everyone was in such good
spirits that we even forgave the vicar for over-running his homily so that we
missed celebrating the first chimes of midnight!
The following year saw the installation of the millennium window in the
church. For Roger it was a great privilege to be asked to create it, and although the process of getting there was not without its problems, once completed visitors and villagers were, and have continued to be, very generous in
their appreciation. For our part we’ll always feel there’s a very tangible part of
us still in Offchurch.
The Children's Consultation Day, as part of the Offchurch Plan, was just wonderful. Almost all of the children in the village - from toddlers to teenagers PAGE 8
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got together for an amazingly energetic afternoon full of creative ideas. A
really good omen for the future.
We loved being involved in Open Gardens and Scarecrow events over the
years - each one seemed to be more ambitious and better supported than the
one before. Together with all the other events that make up the regular calendar of village life - Christmas fayres, soup lunches, BBQs, summer teas, charity fundraisers ect, they represent all that is
good about the Offchurch community.
To all of you who offered us friendship and
gave us support throughout our years in Offchurch, thank you. See you all again soon no
doubt……..but next time as visitors to the village.
Roger and Kate Sargent

Congratulations to Claire and Martin (Park
Gates) on the recent and safe arrival of
their daughter Molly.

Flower Boxes: Having tended and cared for the village-boundary
flower boxes for several years, since their creation, Valerie and Liz will
be retiring from the job sometime in September / at the end of the
summer.
If anyone feels that they would be willing to take over, please call
01926 886119 / 423677.
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Offchurch Cricket Club Recent Results & Upcoming fixtures
All fixtures are on a Sunday unless otherwise stated. Home Fixtures
in bold
22/6 – Long Itchington– Lost by 61 runs
29/6 – Michael Kiernan Memorial Day. - Wellesbourne
6/7 – No Game
13/7 – Exhall/Wixford 2nds – Lost by 33 runs
20/7 – Dunchurch & Bilton – 2pm
27/7 – Oakfield – 2pm
3/8 – Warwick University Staff – 2pm
10/8 – Vacant
17/8 – Willow CC
We hope to fill the vacancies in the fixture list with home fixtures.
Latest News
The Michael Kiernan Memorial day was a huge success, with teams
representing Offchurch, Ansley, Wellesbourne and a David Kiernan
select taking part in an enjoyable 6-a-side tournament. Through the
generous donations from all that attended we were able to raise over
£420 for Macmillan Cancer Support.
Web: http://OffchurchCC.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
OffchurchCricketClub
Twitter: www.twitter.com/OfcchurchCC

——————————————————-

Just to remind everyone that we are once again holding
the photographic competition . There is no set subject, so
let your imagination run free. Judging will be in two classes - under
15 years and over 15 years. The closing date is November 30th.
Entry forms with full details will be in the September Offchurch News
or in the Village Hall.
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On behalf of the Charity, Rufus' Friends' Fund, I would like to thank the
residents of Offchurch, the organisers of Open Gardens and everyone who
attended, for the extremely generous donation of £843.66 from the
proceeds of the event. Rufus' Friends' Fund, as many of you may know,
gives grants for holidays and trips to Warwickshire families who have a
member with learning disabilities, are in real need of a break and could
otherwise not afford such expense. Typically grants are valued between
£200-300 and so the donation from Open Gardens will make a major
difference to 3 or 4 families in our area within the next year. If you would
like more information about the Charity please get in touch with Jane or
Sandy Hedderwick or me.
Thank you once more.
Edward Button
Trustee
Rufus' Friends' Fund
Registered Charity Number 1006484
edwardbutton@gmail.com

Reading Circle
This month’s meeting (26th August, 8.00pm) will see us back in the village at the
home of Judith Perry in Village St. Judith’s choice of book Flight Behaviour by
Barbara Kingsolver (which was shortlisted for the 2013 Women’s Prize for Fiction) will, no doubt, promote some lively discussion.
We will be leaving the meeting keen to get into our book for September – In Falling Snow by Mary-Rose MacColl, a story based around WW1 in France, in
1914. An apt choice, this being the centenary of the outbreak of the First World
War.
We currently number eleven members but are always happy to welcome new
people. Contact Liz (ldvarnish@gmail.com) if you’d like to join us.
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St Gregory's A Sanctuary for Wildlife
When the dew is heavy in
August, the weather generally
remains fair.
The first sentence is certainly true. To produce heavy dew at night the
most favourable conditions needed are clear skies and a calm wind which
are often associated with anticyclones and fair weather. August thunderstorms are on the decline after the summer July maximum but still remain
frequent. The final part of the maxim produces a poor rating.
After Lamas corn ripens as
much as by night as by day.
An old country saying which is a fact, and Lammas or Loaf-Mass Day is
the first of August. Thought you may like to know that.
The thundery, cyclonic weather of late July normally continues into the
first week of August. The most dramatic change, after a mixed weather
pattern for mid-month, is the beginning of the late August or first storms
of autumn. The last ten days of August cover this type of weather.
You have no doubt noticed we have had a few problems keeping on top
of things this year due to the weather, rain on work days mostly. But at
last we are there, last month on a very hot Saturday morning we managed to cut all the grass and strimmed around all the grave stones in the
current burial area. Due to John and Tim who came along with his strimmer. All done by coffee time.
Now the area in front of the Church, our "summer meadow" should have
been cut at the beginning of June. The idea is to copy the old farming
method of cutting hay which produced wild flower meadows before sprays
were used. In the past this has worked well in producing hawkbits, harebells and others. Having left the growth '''til now we have a multitude of
flowers not seen there before. Very pleasant but we will have to cut this
very soon to tidy it up. Overall the wild flowers have done very well this
year and all the growth has been very strong with so much blossom too. I
shouldn't grumble about the weather I suppose, nothing grows without the
rain.
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Things will start to slow down this month and we will lose a lot of the
colour and the mowing gets easier, hooray! Work will follow, never fear.
Saturdays 9th and 23rd August, 9.30 am ''til 12.30pm with the magic
restoration during the coffee break. Come and see and thanks to one
and all
Mike Porter

Thank you so much to everyone who provided cakes for the
teas at Open Gardens. There was an amazing array of the
most delicious sponge cakes, muffins, cup cakes, flapjacks,
ginger cakes, tray bakes, scones and more and all were much
appreciated by our customers. We took just over £900 on
the teas so it was all well worth while!
Jane
PS. I have one plastic box with a pink lid for which I have
been unable to find an owner. It had ginger cake in it…but no
more! Please let me know if it is yours. (jane_inman@sky.com
or 338704)

For two weeks during July
the peaceful setting of St
Gregory's church became
an Open Studios venue for
an exhibition of the work of four local artists. Artwork, flowers, live music, stories, coffee and tea and cakes filled the space, making for a very
successful exhibition.
Many thanks to everyone who supported us - we had a grand total of
824 visitors over the two weeks and hope to be back again next year.
Julie, Jane, Eleanor and Judith
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Southam College Autumn Term 2014
Community Courses
Most classes commence week beginning Monday, 8th September. Evening courses run from 7.30-9.30 for a maximum
of 12 Weeks (excluding half term break beginning 27th October) unless shown otherwise. Please arrive 15 minutes early
for the first session to allow time for enrolment. For further
information and to register to guarantee your place, please
contact Sue Hawthorn or Chris Dudley on 01926 810942 or at
commed.s@welearn365.com
Southam College Evening courses beginning:

MONDAY, 8th September 2014
Cake decorating and sugar paste flowers
Introduction to chainmaille jewellery – 7.00-9.00pm (6 weeks)
Spanish for beginners – 7.00-9.00pm
Woodturning – session 1 - 6.30-8.00pm
Woodturning– session 2 – 8.00-9.30pm

Wednesday 10th September
Creative Hand Stitching – 5 weeks
Dressmaking for Autumn –7.00-9.00pm
Family History workshops – 6.30-9.30pm
Findmypast.co.uk – 17/9
Family Tree Maker – 24/9
Village and Family History in WWI – 1/10
Ancestory.co.uk – 8/10

Computing - Internet and email (6 weeks)
Intro to Excel - 3 weeks (starts 5th November)
Intro to decorating cupcakes (6 weeks)
Intro to photography – 7.00-9.00pm
Winter warmer cookery - 7.00-9.00pm
5 weeks (starts 5th November)
Yoga - session 1 - 6.30 – 7.30pm
Yoga – session 2 - 7.45 – 9.15pm
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Programme subject to amendment. For the most up to date
information and a short description of most of these
courses please contact us or visit our website
www.southamcollege.com and follow the Community
Education link.from homepage (Latest/other News) or under
‘About Us’ tab.
Like Southam College on Facebook for updates and links to
programme.

There are no courses at Southam College on the evening of Thursday 18th September due to the College Open
Evening.
Course fees start from £4.30 per hour with some reduc-

Thursday 11th September
Cake decorating and sugar paste flowers
Pilates – 10 weeks 7.00-8.00pm (starts 25th September)

Daytime Courses in Southam
Graham Adams Centre
Fitness, fun and flexibility
Wednesday 9.30-10.30am
Water Colour Painting
Wednesday 1.00-3.00pm
Water Colour Painting
Thursday 1.00-3.00pm
Water Colour Painting
Friday 1.00-3.00pm
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Southam College Autumn Term 2014
Community Courses
continued

Courses in the villages
Harbury Village Hall –
(Farley room)
Upholstery & soft furnishing
Monday 9.15-11.15am

Tom Hauley Room Harbury
Yoga
Wednesday 7.00 – 8.30pm

Offchurch Village Hall
Upholstery & soft furnishing
Tuesday 9.30-11.30am
Stockton Village Hall

Creative Hand Stitching – 5 weeks
Tuesday 9.30-11.30am
Upholstery & soft furnishing
Tuesday 1.00-3.00pm

Ufton Village Hall
Cake decorating and sugarpaste flowers
Tuesday 10.00 – 12 noon

Pilates
Monday 9.30 – 10.30am

Yoga for beginners
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Sunday 31st August

Village barbecue
Starts 12.30pm on the village ﬁeld
Bring the whole family!

Great food (expertly cooked by you)
includes

BBQ pack (vegetarian op(on*)
Breads
Fresh salads
Scrump(ous Desserts
(+ bananas on request!)
BRING YOUR OWN WINE/DRINKS
Raﬄe in aid of St Gregory’s Kitchen Fund

Tickets: £10 adult / £5 child (under 12)
*please request vegetarian, if required, when you buy your (cket
Please get your (ckets as early as possible from:
Jane: 613543 or
Janet: 425430
Sorry, not a picnic as in last month’s mag. The BBQ returns by popular demand.
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Offchurch Open Gardens
Update

Open Gardens week-end (28 – 29 June) raised the fantas(c sum of £3,400.
Given that the heavens opened two hours before the start on Saturday, and it
rained on and oﬀ for most of the aHernoon, it’s all credit to the pulling power
of some superb gardens that so many people decided to brave the elements.
Sunday, thankfully, turned out to be a much beIer day weather-wise and did
jus(ce to all the hard work put in by everyone. Many, many thanks go to the
gardeners especially, and all the helpers and organisers of car parking, teas,
children’s ac(vi(es, the musicians and the many other tasks involved before,
during and aHer such a rela(vely large event for a very small village, and who
contributed towards making it so successful.
The main beneﬁciary of the distribu(on of proceeds is St Gregory’s Church,
which is now closer to its target fund to be able to install a small kitchen and
toilet. Over £1,000 will go to Rufus’ Friends’ Fund.* This includes, as a surprise
bonus, £200 from the sale of the yarn-bombed bike, which you may have seen
outside the village hall during Open Gardens and subsequently by the church
gate. The bike was an ‘original crea(on’ by Oﬀchurch CraH Group, and was
auc(oned oﬀ at the end of Open Studios fortnight. The proud new owner is
delighted to own this unique artefact, and assures us that “it has gone to a
good home”.
Thank you again to everyone who supported Open Gardens week-end.
Oﬀchurch Events Group
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*Rufus’ Friends’ Fund is a very local charity which gives grants to provide holidays and breaks to individuals and families with learning diﬃcul(es, who could not otherwise aﬀord them. This sum will beneﬁt at
least four individuals or families.

Another makeover for The Big Red Book Box!
Despite the success of the book-stall at Open Gardens, we still had
a number of books left over. So, first stop was our own BRBB collection, where we were able to update our selection. [A new addition is a box of travel books – there are already a few in there to
whet your appetite! If you have any more, do pop them in the box
– or any other books you might have.] Our next stop was the
Oxfam Book Shop who willingly took the remainder.
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Craft group Yarn-Bombed Bicycle
Did you see the yarn-bombed bicycle? Did you have
your photograph taken with it?
Members of the Craft Group had great fun decorating the bicycle with
colourful crochet and knitting ready for Open Gardens. It then moved
on to St Gregory's for the Open Studios event, where it attracted a lot
of attention outside the church. Bids were invited in a silent auction,
and to our delight the winning bid was for £200. The money will go to
Rufus' Friends Fund.
When we delivered the bike to its new owner she was absolutely delighted and said that it had gone to a good home. Our next project
will aim to raise money for St Gregory's new kitchen/ toilet - watch
this space!
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Offchurch Village Hall
Available for hire
To check availability, visit:

www.offchurch.org.uk/village-hall
To make a booking or for more information:

07943 556133 or
villagehall@offchurch.org.uk

To advertise in the magazine, to contribute or for any
information please email offchurchnews@gmail.com or
telephone 01926 313608

Offchurch News
View back issues on the
online archive. Visit:
http://www.offchurch.org.uk/
offchurch-news
(Click on the year and then the month you are interested in.)
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Sunday 31st August

Village barbecue
Starts 12.30pm on the
village ﬁeld
Bring the whole family!

Tickets (asap!) from:
Jane: 613543 or
Janet: 425430
(see page 17)

DEADLINE FOR THE SEPTEMBER
ISSUE OF OFFCHURCH NEWS
No Later Than
WEDNESDAY 20th AUGUST

