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FROM THE VICAR
This month sees the beginning of the church season of Lent – the forty
days of ‘fasting’ in preparation for Easter celebrations, especially for
those getting baptised at Easter. The practice has varied over the centuries and from place to place. The early church did not observe more than
two or three days fasting before Easter, but by the fourth century the 40
day fast had become established – though ‘40’ may have been more a
round figure than an exact one, for churches in the East of Europe observed 5 days a week fasting for seven weeks, and the Western churches observed 6 days a week fasting for six weeks – both adding up to 36
days! Only in Jerusalem was the full 40 day fast kept, as they fasted for 5
days a week for 8 weeks. However, in the 7th century the Western church
made the number up to 40 days by beginning Lent on Ash Wednesday.
(Fasting was forbidden on Sundays even during Lent.)
During the early years of the celebration of Lent the fasting was very
rigorous – only one vegan meal a day was permitted, to be eaten in the
evening. However, from the 9th century onwards in the West the fast became more relaxed: in order to observe the rule of no eating before the
evening service of Vespers, they moved Vespers to before noon, and
allowed fish in the meal and at supper time a drink – and later a light
meal.
Nowadays the emphasis has changed. Many people still ‘give up’ things
for Lent, as a form of self discipline. But often the thought is more about
‘giving’ rather than ‘giving up’: giving time for doing some particular reading, or going to Lent Bible studies; or giving extra money to a good
cause. For the Christian, what we do for Lent is not as important as what
is going on in our hearts. We are not trying to curry favour with God – his
love for us is already far greater than we can imagine. Nor are we trying
to make amends for past failures – Jesus has already taken on to himself
all the blame for our misdeeds. What we do during Lent is more a case of
developing our relationship with God through Jesus, taking time to step
back and realign our lives, or to refocus on things that really matter, or to
develop our spiritual muscles in the struggle against evil. That is something worth doing, whether we are Christians or not!

Tim Britton (812518 or email tim@thefeldongroup.org.uk)
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ST GREGORY'S – FEBRUARY SERVICES
Sunday 1st
Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th
Thursday 12th
Sunday 15th

10.00am
5.00pm
10.00am
5.00pm
10.00am

Thursday 19th

5.00pm

Sunday 22nd

10.00am

Thursday 26th

5.00pm

Mattins

Team

Midweek Service

Tim

Holy Communion +
Sunday School

David

Midweek Service

Tim

Family Service

Marcia

Midweek Service

Tim

Holy Communion

Tim **

Midweek Service

Tim

Wendy

Wendy

Wendy /
Sue

Wendy

** …. Tim's final St Gregory's service
Midweek worship with prayer for the village takes place in Offa House
every Thursday during the cold months at 5pm – all welcome. (We may be
joined by people from other parishes as part of the Offa House cycle of
prayer.)

ST GREGORY’S
Priest in Charge:
Revd Tim Britton 01926 812518 office@thefeldongroup.org.uk
Curate:
Revd David Forster 07845 997674 rev.davidforster@hotmail.co.uk
Church Wardens:
Mrs Jane Inman 01926 338704 jane_inman@sky.com
Mrs Wendy Green 01926 427580 brian@briangreen2.wanadoo.co.uk
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ST GREGORY’S MATTERS
Tim marches on:
After 13 years as Priest-in-Charge of The
Feldon Group of Churches Tim Britton will be retiring during March
and moving, with Frances, to East Anglia. We, at St Gregory's, will
have several opportunities to give thanks and show our appreciation
for his ministry amongst us:
Tim's final service in Offchurch will be Holy Communion on Sunday
22nd February (10.00am).
His last Feldon Group service will be Holy Communion in Long Itchington on Sunday 8th March (11.00am)
A farewell party for Tim and Frances is planned for Saturday 7th
March (1.00pm – 4.00pm) at the Community Centre, Stockton Rd,
Long Itchington – everyone is welcome. A letter, giving full details, is
being circulated, otherwise information is available from Jane (01926
338704) jane_inman@sky.com or Wendy (01926 427580) brian@briangreen2.wanadoo.co.uk
MagLag: Due to the unavoidable, shortened Offchurch News
deadline, only now can we report on our late December activities:
Having Advented with due expectation, St Gregory's went on to enjoy
a rich and blessed Christmas season. Joyfully, we Christingled and
carolled, welcomed and worshipped, praised and prayed, communioned and communed, not forgetting mincing and mulling in the glow
of torches and tealights. All this in the shadow of just the hugest specimen of pinus sylvestris ever seen in the history of Christendom (the
angel on the top requiring treatment for severe vertigo).
So many opportunities for the annual reaffirmation of our faith - “The
Word was made flesh and dwelt amongst us”.
Communication Cord:
We have recently received an appreciative letter from CORD thanking us for our ongoing fundraising efforts
on their behalf. Recent initiatives have enabled us to contribute £215
towards their valuable work. This was the result of the sale of CORD
Christmas cards and our Angel Tree collection (something that attracted their very positive comments).
Thank you all.

PAGE 6

www.offchurch.org.uk

Offchurch News

Safety in numbers: We have (thanks to John Mander) recently
installed a greatly needed security measure - the key that enables entry to the tower is now secured in a key safe, access to which is restricted to those who can reliably recall a sequence of four random
numbers (with no connection to their year of birth). Those who find this
a challenge live in hope that the previous user has forgotten to scramble the code!
Roses are red: At least three ancient martyred saints with the
name Valentine compete for the privilege of being the undisputed
founder of the day that bears their name. The 14th February was originally dedicated to the recognition of “sacrifice” but, during the 14th
century it was hijacked by leaders of The Church seeking a pretext to
celebrate the God-given wonders of “romantic love”. Later, its attraction was popularised by the Victorians who sought to send legitimate,
but secret, messages of affection designed to intrigue the (totally surprised) recipients.
Rather like other religious occasions inevitable commercial piggybacking (spearheaded by St Cadbury and the Goddess Interflora) has
given it a wider appeal that may be welcome but shouldn't distract us
from its religious significance. Today, the Feast of St Valentine remains a unique celebration in the Anglican Church calendar.
Interestingly, prior to the adoption of St Valentine as the embodiment
of romantic affection, the church recognised St Gregory's Day as an
occasion on which such sentiments were celebrated. It's probably unrealistic, now, to revert to the original, and anyway “Will you be my
Gregory?” somehow doesn't quite have the same ring to it!
St Gregory’s Matters continues overleaf ...

A warm welcome to Andy Mason who has moved into no. 2
Canal Cottages. We hope he enjoys meeting our community.
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Targets: In an effort to improve standards it is rumoured
that the performance of individual CofE service providers is to
be measured against rigid, centrally dictated, indicators.
These require that:

•

“No more than three minutes should elapse between the
final hymn and the arrival on the scene of first coffeeresponders.
• 95% of the congregation should have left the premises
within four hours of arrival.
• Particular emphasis will be placed on the successful integration of members of minority groups (eg newcomers)”
It is anticipated that, against all measures, St Gregory's will be
recognised as a “Beacon of Good Practice”.
Others, it is feared, may not:

A time when we can get to know newcomers!
Thanks to David Varnish for St Gregory’s Matters
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St Gregory's A Sanctuary for Wildlife
When drops hang on the fence on
Candlemas Day the second icicles
will hang there on March the fourteenth.
This maxim comes from the North Riding in Yorkshire and has surprisingly good results with figures of 63% over 10 years. Most unusual according to my book. Candlemas day is the 2nd of February,
the Purification of the Virgin Mary. Also in the mid 5th century the
day was celebrated by the lighting of candles to commemorate Simeon’s saying that Jesus was “a light to lighten the gentiles”. Also on
this day candles are thrown away to end Christmas. So now you
know and it seems most likely that cold weather will appear from
time to time well into March. But it usually does, doesn’t it ?
January gone having given us the shivers for a while and shown us
the promise of the snowdrops. They are doing very well at the moment, but I haven’t seen any sign of the winter aconites yet. Margaret’s one brave daffodil is out. It is always a first, really cheers us
up. Also a lot of the cross pollinated primulas with primroses are
well in flower. They look just like primroses. Yes very nice. This
month we should see all the early spring bulbs well in flower, a real
picture. Make sure you have a look.We seem to have caught up with
the jobs at last, our bonfire was superb. I couldn’t believe that we
burned all the branches and the Christmas tree. Such a pile and
Dave only used two matches. All the hedges are trimmed so that the
view to the north is clear and what a view. We have John and Tim to
thank for that. I must admit that the amount they produced would be
more than we could cope with on the bonfire; but we coped.
An excellent get-together at the White Lion, everyone had a good
chin wag, oh the gossip! Yes this year will be 20 since the first work
was set in hand and we received a grant of £180. So plans are afoot.
Watch this space. However the work never stops and we will be at it
this month on the Saturdays, 7th and 21st, 9.30 am ‘til 12.30 pm. Coffee and biscuits at about eleven. Excellent.
It’s many thanks to one and all for 20 years (nearly) of going wild in
the Churchyard.
Mike Porter
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Offchurch Events Group
in conjunc on with Live & Local www.liveandlocal.org.uk are
pleased to announce that Box Tale Soup will be visi ng Oﬀchurch
Village Hall on Thursday March 5th with their suitcase of puppets
and props, to delight us with their performance of

Alice’s Adventures In
Wonderland!
Directed by Mark Collier & Robert Soulsby-Smith and featuring
an original soundtrack by Dan Melrose, the show draws on the
wealth of peculiar episodes from both 'Adventures in Wonderland' and 'Through the Looking Glass', Box Tale Soup invite you
down the rabbit hole into a meless world of beau ful paper
puppets and wondrous fantasy.
"I don't wish to go among mad people," said Alice.
"Oh, you can't help that," replied the Cat, "We're all mad here..."
Carroll's Wonderland ﬂoods onto the stage in a whirl of strange
crea ons, handmade puppets and props, and fran c characters.
No ma2er how old or young, everyone will ﬁnd their own moment of magic in Wonderland and make it safely home again the only danger is, you may not want to leave...
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The performance will begin at 6 pm. Tickets are priced at:
Individual
£6.50
Groups of 10
£50.00
Families of 4
£24.00
The play is suitable for young children (3+), and children will be
allowed a closer look at the puppets aAer the show, with members of the company. It would be great if you were able to bring
a group of your children to join us in what is sure to be a wonderful evening’s entertainment.
Please contact Mo on 07943 556133 or Chris on 07787170590 to
reserve your ckets.
Oﬀchurch Events Group

Afternoon Club: February Meeting on
Monday 9th February 2015:
Christmas is over and we will be in the
Village Hall on 9th February: 2.30 p.m.
to 4.30 p.m. It is the A.G.M. and time to
do the Programme for 2015/16.We look forward to seeing everyone on the 9th, and welcome newcomers to
join us. Subscriptions are £1.00 a year and have not increased since the Club began.
We look forward to seeing everyone. Valerie and Greta.

PAGE 11

www.offchurch.org.uk

Offchurch News

Douglas Boulton
23.10.27-27.12.14
'Doug' was born 87 years ago in a small cottage ( long since demolished ) at the bottom of School Hill near to Manor Farm
where his father was employed as a cowman. He attended the village school which he left at the young age of 14 to be employed
as a groom/gardener to begin what was to become a long and
hard-working life. His employment by Dr Alderson ( a surgeon at
The Warnford Hospital who lived at the bottom of School Hill )
was the modest beginning to what was later a fulfilling and successful career with thorough-bred racing stallions and mares.
A great a admirer of his elder brother Graham (a Royal Marine )
he volunteered for the Royal Navy wanting to 'do his bit for The
Country' as soon as he was able. By this time he had outgrown
the village and the 'bright lights' of Leamington had become an
attraction. There it was that he met the love of his life June. They
married in 1949 and were together for another 65 years.
She moved to be with him to Offchurch where they lived at The
White House on The Bury Estate working for the Johnson family
as did his father and mother There, to their unabashed pride and
joy, Doug and June became the loving parents of Barbara, Janet
and Patricia.
However, such a remote location was not without its difficulties.
To do her weekly shop at Leamington, June bundled the girls onto her bicycle and sidecar. For the return journey Doug made sure
work was put aside so that he could push the overladen bike up
the hill at ‘Billy Roses' by the canal and his precious cargo was
brought safely home.
As the years passed his love of horses grew as did the reputation
and success of The Offchurch Bury Stud. Early risers would be
rewarded with the sight of him leading the stallions for exercise
for miles, before starting a full days work.
For the last 30 years of his life he lived with June at Ford Farm
Cottages – a house of their own. Here he lived his retirement but
there was no 'feet up'.
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His large garden became his new occupation. None of the many
visitors ever escaped without a conducted tour and samples of
home-grown produce.
By this time their family ( much to their delight ) had grown to
include 5 grandchildren and later adding 6 great grandchildren.
Doug was regarded by all as a kind and gentle man. The last of his
generation of true countrymen in his village. He was buried in the
churchyard alongside the graves of his father William, mother Nellie, brother Graham and sister Margaret, close to people he knew
and worked with. A fitting end to a life well spent.
He is survived by June who now lives at Cubbington Care Home.

bOxfam
From time to time, we donate overspill books from
The Big Red Book Box,
and other village book sale
events, to the Leamington
Oxfam Bookshop. Rewardingly, they tell us that the
sale of our gifts, over the
last year, has raised
£100.49 for their charity.
Reading Circle Members

MAGAZINE 2015
Thank you to all who have sent in your £6 for the magazine. Some are
sill outstanding; please let me have them ASAP. You are not too late!!
PLEASE DROP IT IN TO VALERIE GRAHAM, GRETA SOLLETT, or
JOAN HILLYARD
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Help needed!
For many years the Village Hall has
been cleaned and tidied by a valiant
band of volunteers who have faithfully swept, and mopped, replaced
loo rolls, cleaned the toilets, the basins and the kitchen sink and generally made sure the building was spick and span for those who
use it. We want to pass pon our thanks to all those who have
helped with this and still do.
Recently the number of people able to help us in this way has
been reducing so we investigated using a contract cleaner. This
has now been tried for a couple of months and is working well.
It means that the hall is given a thorough clean once a fortnight and on the whole those who use the hall leave it clean and
tidy.
We still need people to go in to the hall to check that all is in
order. Sometimes people using the hall will not have emptied
the bins, will have left the floors a bit grubby or will have used
t-towels that need to be laundered. Mostly this happens when
there are parties as regular users such as the Pilates and Yoga
classes barely touch the sides when they use the hall.
Could you cover one month a year to pop in to the hall, especially if there has been a party, and make sure all is in
order? Of course, when you visit you may feel the condition
is not acceptable and it may need to mop a floor, empty some
bins or take away a t-towel or two to wash but hopeful this will
be the exception.
You would be sent a timetable for the month so you can see
what is on when and will know at what points you need to check
the hall.

If you think you can help in this way please give me a call
or email to discuss what is required. We would be very

grateful for any help. Jane Inman jane_inman@sky.com 01926
338704.
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Flower boxes
The flower boxes at either end of
the village on long Itchington Road
have been looked after by Valerie
Graham and David and Liz Varnish for
a number of years and we are very grateful to them.
For a while we have been looking for volunteers to take
over the maintenance of the boxes which mainly involves watering over the summer months. As nobody has
come forward to help it looks as if they will have to be
removed.
This is a last ditch attempt to find people who could
keep an eye on a box over the summer. Summer bedding
can be added but they were originally planted with
shrubs to avoid the need for costly bedding. There is
some money left in the kitty for plants if they are required.
If you can help please contact me jane_inman@sky.com
or 338704.
OFFCHURCH 100 CLUB
January Draw 2015
The Sixth draw of the 100 club
The winners are as follows
1st Prize David Barnes
2nd Prize Lynda Chalfin
rd
3 Prize Rupert and Jane Mander
Congratulations to our winners.
Thank you to everyone for your support.
John Mander 12.01.2015
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Free to a Good Home… or Many Good Homes!
We have four car booster seats to donate, suitable from age 4 and up.
They are all in good condi!on and clean – perfect for parents with two
cars, to avoid swapping car seats all the !me, or for grandparents who
need a spare booster seat whenever grandchildren visit!
You’re more than welcome to come and have a look at them before you
take one/all of them (or none if unsuitable!) away. First come, ﬁrst served…
Please contact Catherine on 01926 425192 or email cat.kaye@gmail.com

WE NEED YOU. The Cubbington & District OAP Association
became a registered charity in 1985 and provides social functions, trips etc. for the more mature of the Cubbington area
(which includes some of the outlying villages). The Association is seeking persons who would be prepared to give some
free time to sit on the Committee, which meets once a month,
and, to give some assistance in the running of the various
functions, trips and fund raising events. As long as you are
over 18 and have time to spare please consider joining us.
You do not have to live in the Cubbington area. This is a very
worthwhile charity. Should you wish to become a Committee

Classes run at the Village Hall on Thursdays 5.45—6.45 and 7—
8.00pm.
Cost is £10 per class (drop-in) or £8 per class when
booked as a block. There will no longer be a 12.15 pm class.
Contact Judy on 07508 831359.
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For One Night Only!!
Showing at 7 pm Saturday 14th February
Offchurch Village Hall

Our Valentine’s Day presentation of

Please join us for a romantic evening with
A glass of Prosecco upon arrival
Lasagne with green salad and garlic bread
(vegetarian, gluten free and dairy free available)
Sweet Treats
Please bring your own favourite tipple
Cost £7.50 per head
Booking essential as places are limited –Please contact Mo
mo@crisford.net or 613477
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OFFCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
FOUNDATION
Registered Charity No 511934

will be holding its

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
on
MONDAY 23 March 2015 at 7.30pm
in the VILLAGE HALL
All inhabitants of the Parish of Offchurch (18 years
and upwards) are entitled to attend and to vote.
Nominations for elected members of the Committee
may be submitted, prior to the meeting. Nominees
must have signified their willingness to stand for election.
Do come along and find out what we do. Why not
stop for a glass of wine and a chat after the
meeting? You would be very welcome.
Contact Jane Inman on 01926 338704 or email
jane_inman@sky.com

The Agenda will be:
Apologies
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting – 7 April 2014
Matters arising
Report of the Committee of Management
Presentation of accounts for the year ending 31 December 2014
Report of nomination of representative members of the Committee
Election of four elected members of the Committee
Appointment of Independent Examiner
Any other business
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Oﬀchurch Weather-watch – December 2014
December turned out to be a record-breaker, at least since records for our area
were started in 1894. However, it’s not one you might necessarily expect in the
midst of winter, for it’s the record for hours of sunshine! With 89 hours of sunshine, the previous record of 2001 was beaten by over three hours and was
60% higher than the average for the past 30 years. Naturally, so much sunshine
made December 2014 a much drier month in our village with 37 mm of rain falling, which is 63% of the average for the village. At 5.2°C the temperature for the
area was slightly above average and made this month the fourth December in a
row with higher than average temperatures.

Numerous spells of high pressure led
to plenty of sunny days interspersed
with rain and cloud. The exceptionally
high pressure at the end of the month
caused some very cold nights.

Weather facts
Far from being white, Christmas Day 2014 turned out beautifully sunny, only
to be followed by a thoroughly wet Boxing Day with some 7 mm of rain. The
“topsy-turvy” weather, where no one day is the same as another, seems to
be the pattern this winter. It is due to fast-moving weather systems being
carried on an exceptionally strong jet-stream across the Atlantic. The jet
steam is thought to be powered by extremely cold air across the USA meeting the much warmer air over the Atlantic Ocean. Such is the speed of the
jet-stream that a passenger plane recently flying from New York to London
landed 90 minutes early. The strong tail wind caused the plane to reach a
near supersonic speed of 745 mph. The speed of sound at ground level is
761 mph.
RKS
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DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH
ISSUE OF OFFCHURCH NEWS
SUNDAY 22nd FEBRUARY 2015

Advertise your business here! Reasonable rates. Please
contact offchurchnewsmag@gmail.com or 01926 313608.
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Computer Problems?
Call Jan Lucas
System set up
Troubleshooting
Personal Tuition
Computer / tablet / phone
Locally based (Bubbenhall)

I can :
Help you get your ﬁrst computer or upgrade your
exis ng one
Sort out any problems on your PC / tablet / phone
Teach you how to use it eﬃciently
Teach you at your own pace, one-to-one
02476 307 988 - 07847 015 154
www.bootfinder.co.uk
References available – websites also undertaken

Offchurch Village Hall
Available for hire
To check availability, visit:

www.offchurch.org.uk/village-hall
To make a booking or for more information:

07943 556133 or
villagehall@offchurch.org.uk
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Mobile Library Dates for 2015
These will be included in future issues but in case you wish to
mark up your 2015 calendars early ..
January 2, 23
February 13
March 6,27
April 17
May 8, 29
June 19

July 10, 31
August 21
September 11
October 2,23
November 13
December 4
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