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FROM THE VICAR
This is my last Vicar’s Letter, since I am retiring in March – my last
service will be a united service at Long Itchington on 8th March at
11am. It has been a privilege to be priest in charge of Offchurch,
though with six parishes I’m afraid I have not been able to be out and
about in the village as much as I would have liked. However, I have
very much enjoyed the events I have been to; it has been great to get
to know many of you, and I thank you for your support over the thirteen
years I have been your vicar.
What will happen next? The church of England does not seem to do
smooth handovers, and so I will not be instantly replaced. In fact, people are beginning to question the whole idea of having one vicar in
charge of many parishes, each with its own parish church council, so
my successor will not be expected to look after six. We cannot have
one vicar for each of our parishes (there are not enough vicars, and
we could not afford to pay for them anyway) so the plan is for the four
parishes of Hunningham, Weston, Wappenbury and Offchurch to unite
as a single parish with one church council having representatives from
all the villages. (You are used to this from the civil parish point of view,
when not so long ago these same villages were one civil parish.) The
new parish would not be rich enough to afford a full-time priest, so we
would either have to share one or to have a part-time priest.
What will happen to the buildings and the services? It will be up to
the new church council to decide that, but I see no reason why the
buildings shouldn’t remain open and continue to have regular services
and the usual baptisms, weddings and funerals. St Gregory’s will probably be the main Parish Church for the new parish, and when Bishop
John and his wife Mary move into the vicarage (probably in the autumn, God willing) I know they’ll want to be involved in village life when
duties allow. The future could be exciting!
Villages like Offchurch have the potential for being the engine for a
renewal of the nation’s life, with the close connections our residents
have both to the land and to the town and city. But the centre of that
renewal must be spiritual. Jesus is the Lord of all. If he is at the centre
of our lives, all will be well.

Tim Britton (812518 or email tim@thefeldongroup.org.uk)
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ST GREGORY'S – MARCH SERVICES AND EVENTS
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Holy Communion
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Midweek worship with prayer for the village takes place in Offa House
every Thursday at 5pm – all welcome. (We may be joined by people from
other parishes as part of the Offa House cycle of prayer.)

ST GREGORY’S
Priest in Charge:
Revd Tim Britton 01926 812518 office@thefeldongroup.org.uk
Curate:
Revd David Forster 07845 997674 rev.davidforster@hotmail.co.uk
Church Wardens:
Mrs Jane Inman 01926 338704 jane_inman@sky.com
Mrs Wendy Green 01926 427580 brian@briangreen2.wanadoo.co.uk
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ST GREGORY’S MATTERS
Mum's the word: On Mothering Sunday (15th March) we will be joining
together with our three closest Feldon Group neighbours for a special combined Family Service in St Gregory's. This promises to be a particularly joyful
occasion when we can worship together and give thanks for the many wonderful things that mothers mean to us.
Not only that, during the service we will be entertained by the popular Pilgrim
Puppets of Hunningham, as well as enjoying tuneful offerings from our
own St Gregory's musicians. The children will make sure that nobody leaves
without a posy of fresh spring flowers. An event not to be missed!
Any dream will do: The theme for the first Messy Church of the year
(Saturday 21st March) is “Joseph and his coat of many colours”. Immediately, many opportunities suggest themselves for a whole variety of activities
and artwork. To that end, with her unique brand of bubbly enthusiasm, Marcia
has raided her stock of felt tips and marker pens, unearthing a kaleidoscope
of colours some of which, it is said, have never before reflected the light of
day. Music, fun, tea and goodies will complete another enjoyable Messy
Church gathering.
Spring into action: Saturday 28th March sees the Annual St Gregory's
Spring Clean – an occasion that has, without a break, occupied parishioners
every year for nearly 1000 years (Brian would have us believe that over that
time we have used the same broom!). As many helpers as possible are encouraged to come along (from 9.30am). Never mind the cobwebs – we have
our heritage to think of. If that's not an adequate incentive there's coffee and
cake. Everyone welcome!
The end of an era:
This month we must say farewell to Tim and
Frances Britton as they retire and move to their new home in Norfolk to
begin the next phase of their lives and ministry. It was in 2002 that Tim was
appointed vicar of the Feldon Group which includes Offchurch along with
Long Itchington, where he has lived, Hunningham, Marton, Weston-underWetherley and Wappenbury . At that time he took on the enormous challenge
of managing 6 rural churches. Tim and Frances had previously served as
missionaries in Uganda and Tim was, in fact, born in Nigeria. They came to
us following a spell at All Saints in Allesley, Coventry.Over 13 years St Gregory's has welcomed and benefited from Tim's support – in particular, his confident devotion in leading our services has been greatly valued.
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His officiation at many Weddings and Baptisms has added a caring, meaningful element to these joyous occasions. In addition, his willingness and encouragement have been instrumental in enabling us, as a congregation, to
adopt greater responsibility for our worship and to recognise and develop
the many talents that contribute to a successful church.
There will be an opportunity for us to say “thank you” to Tim and Frances for
their ministry and work among us at a farewell lunch which is being held in
Long Itchington Community Centre at 1.00pm on Saturday 7th March. Tim’s
final service will be at Long Itchington Church at 11.00am on Sunday 8th
March followed by coffee and cake. All welcome.
We, at St Gregory's, thank Tim and Frances, sincerely, for their many
years of service. We wish them both a long, happy and healthy retirement.
Golden Orfe-church:
Tim's pondfish
have expressed concern that, when he and
Frances move, they may not survive the
journey to the coast, and that Cromer may
not be the best home for Midlanders who
suffer with chronic “ocean-sickness”. Luckily, someone from St Gregory's has offered
to provide them with affordable pond-space.
It is not anticipated that the current occupants will have any problems accommodating them, and that everything will go just
swimmingly.
Moving on: Tim Britton's farewell service at St Gregory's was attended
by a goodly, appreciative congregation who took full advantage of the opportunity to offer thanks for his ministry and to give their blessings to him and
Frances for their future lives together. People patiently waited their turn to tell
of personal experiences where Tim had influenced their lives, both practically
and spiritually.
The service was carried along with the typical St Gregory's spirit of devotion
and dedication that, not surprisingly included the singing of seven of Tim's
favourite hymns!
A joyful, uplifting occasion, demonstrating that Tim and Frances will always
remain close to our hearts and, we are sure, St Gregory's will have a special
place in theirs.
As tokens of our gratitude, Brian presented them with gifts that, we trust, will
act as a loving reminder to them of their time amongst us.
Thanks to David Varnish for St Gregory’s Matters
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St Gregory's A Sanctuary for Wildlife
A peck of March dust and a
shower in May,
Makes the corn green and the
meadows all gay.
This is one of the more famous English weather sayings. Basically it
promises that any dry March is suitable in the soil preparation and the
sowing of spring cereals and vegetable seed. Also a dry March can dry out
the wet February soil. Otherwise a wet March can cause havoc with a heavy
top soil.
March can start with a cold stormy period from the last week of February.
Strong gales from the north. Then a quieter period in the middle of the
month but cold with the cold stormy north winds at the month end. So it’s “In
like a lion and out like a lion” really.
This is our last getting tidy month, in the Churchyard before the grass
cutting starts, here we go again! Get the mowers serviced. Things are
looking very well at the moment, all hedges and trees trimmed plus the
early spring bulbs setting everything off. It’s Tim and John mostly, there is
no holding them when they start. By the way have you seen the bank on
Church Hill under the Churchyard hedge? All done by John, gorgeous flowers and we can see the old stone work holding up the bank soil now.
Excellent. Then at the end of last month, tree felling. Tim this time with
John, Dave and me. We were on the rope. The old, rotting and dangerous
pine tree next to the monkey puzzle tree, was dropped onto a sixpence, if
you know what I mean. Another enormous bonfire for Dave. What an
improvement, the centre of the old area is now opened up beautifully. Much
better for the wild flowers to come.
Grass seed needed now after the bonfire has been cleared and saplings for
the north hedge to fill the gaps, do look at the view while you can. Now then
just in case you have any small holly plants growing where you don’t want
them do let me have them. They are just what we want for the hedge under
the lime tree. Thanks. Spring is very close now, then we change the clocks
and hey presto, shorts and shirts. But more work first, Saturdays; 7th and
21st March. 9.30 am to 12 noon with big biccies and hot coffee. What a life.
Just thanks again to all
wildlifers.

Mike Porter
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Offchurch Vicarage
Since Offa House closed and the Vicarage was let out there has been
much speculation about the future of both buildings. We are delighted
that, although there is still no decision on the future of Offa House, there is
news about the Vicarage. A planning application has been submitted to
make some changes to the Vicarage which would make it suitable as the
home of the Bishop of Warwick. Subject to planning permission being
obtained the current Bishop of Warwick, John Stroyan and his wife Mary
will be moving in as soon as the alterations are complete and are both
very excited at the prospect.
We will be delighted to welcome them both to the village and thrilled to
think that Offchurch will always be the home of a Bishop!

Offa House
Although there is no firm decision as yet on the future of Offa House there
are opportunities to use the house. The house is open all day for those who
want to come and use the grounds and chapels for prayer and retreat.
Please feel free to drop in at any time it is open to use the house and garden. During the week, Monday to Thursday, Offa House is open for prayer:
8.00am - Silent Prayer
8.30 am - Morning Prayer
12.30pm - Midday Eucharist
5.00pm - Evening Prayer
The emphasis is on simplicity, quietness and praying in faith. Everyone is
welcome to attend these services which are usually held in the upstairs
chapel. Entrance is through the main front door of the building.

OFFCHURCH 100 CLUB
February Draw 2015
The Seventh draw of the 100 club
The winners are as follows
1st Prize Ann Weald
nd
2 Prize Andrew Farquharson
3rd Prize Francis Daniell
Congratulations to our winners and thank you to everyone for your support.
John Mander
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EATHORPE, HUNNINGHAM, OFFCHURCH AND WAPPENBURY
JOINT PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 20th January 2015 at
Hunningham at 7.15pm.
PRESENT
Councillor W.Redford chairman, councillors D.Mcdaid, J.Hammon,
Mrs. M.Green, Mrs C.Foyer, Mrs J.Seaton and S.Palmer
1.APOLOGIES Received from councillors D.Mynors, M.Brooks,
M.Burgun, Mrs S.Goddard and N.Pratt
2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
None
3.MINUTES
Having been circulated beforehand, the minutes were taken as read.
Councillor Burgun had previously noted a confusion re the County
and District councils, in the HS2 section, which will be clarified at the
next meeting; apart from this they were agreed and signed by the
chairman
4. MATTERS ARISING
The dog waste -bin at Offchurch has now been emptied and included
for regular attention.
Councillor Mrs. Green reported that at Hunningham the main drain
has been jetted and Leigh Terrace has been swept. There is, however, still water flowing through the road surface from above the bus
shelter. Councillor Redford will contact Highways.
The hedge at Offchurch has also been cut back.
5. PUBLIC SPEAKERS
None
6.PLANNING
W141745.Hill View Hunningham
change of use no objn
W141813.The Cottage Hunningham
access
do
W141828.Hill Farm Wappenbury
extension do
W141736.Wappenbury Hall Barns conversion do
W141560. Eastleigh Eathorpe
extension no objn
W141691 2 Park Cottages Offchurch
do
granted
7 HIGHWAYS
Hedging along the Greenway, using flails, has resulted in it being very
muddy.
Councillor Redford will raise the matter, along with the lane by the
church at Wappenbury, which is in need of attention.
Welsh Road near the bridge towards Cubbington has become eroded, and further work is needed re flooding at the Weston/Hunningham
junction.
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8. POLICE MATTERS
A car window was smashed at Hunningham. Scams continue re door step visits, to distract and gain entry, and also telephone fraud to obtain pin numbers.
9. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
None
10 HS2
In his understandable absence from the meeting, having spent all day at the
Houses Of Parliament re the petitions, Councillor Burgun had contacted the
clerk and Councillor Palmer with a brief update.
5 petitions were presented in mitigation, which have been acceptable as sensible by HS2, although considered expensive. The outcome is, therefore, awaited
and expected around the end of March.
11. CORRESPONDENCE
The usual booklets etc. were distributed.
12 DEFRIBILATORS
One has now been installed at Eathorpe, and is up and running.
We have 2 further ones, each of which needs a cabinet, and 1 more defribillator
is required,
Offchurch have indicated that the village hall would be an appropriate site, and
are applying to the Community Forum for a grant.
13 FINANCE
PAYMENTS;-chq.184 room hire £20. 185.goode £10. 186 Hedging £328.50.
187 subs £65.
188 defrib costs £105. 189. Clerk£240. 190. Tax £60. 191.expns £84.15. 192.
Defrib £180. 193. Offchurch sports.£200
The clerk produced a forecast of expenses to the end of March, that showed
very little funds available for any extras, and even then there would be a further
month before receiving next years precept. Although we do have some funds in
the building society. It was agreed to view these for emergencies.
The precept was then discussed, and in normal circumstances the same figure
as last year would seem adequate, however it is election year. The likely cost
for an uncontested parish being about £250 for each of the 4 parishes, and
about £ 1500 if contested. After discussion it was agreed to seek a precept of
£11150
14.PLAYGROUNDS.
Regular inspections continue. Mr. Moorcroft has been asked to renew the chippings etc. underneath the Offchurch equipment.
15. A.O.B.
Councillor Palmer noted that new entries on the electoral roll have to be made
online, and that not everyone is able to do this. Enquiries to be made re alternatives.
Next meeting 17th march at Offchurch
Meeting closed at 8.50pm
.
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What next for St Gregory’s?
As we say goodbye to Tim and Frances the
obvious question is what happens now? At
the moment we don’t know how Tim will be
replaced, and whether the grouping of parishes will continue as they are. Discussions
are ongoing as to how to provide for the churches within the wider
Southam Deanery and we await the outcome of these.
Whilst we wait to hear what the future holds we will continue to hold
services every Sunday at St Gregory’s at 10am, and arrangements
have already been made for clergy to help us to at least July this
year. We have also begun to work more closely with Hunningham,
Weston and Wappenbury to share resources and support each other
through this time.
Clearly there will be changes to the way things operate and much of
the detail has yet to be agreed. This includes, for instance, where the
office will be located once the Long Itchington Vicarage is no longer
available. We are very grateful to Louise Green who has agreed to
continue to provide administrative support to the Feldon Group, and
the churchwardens of all the 6 churches will be meeting with Louise
monthly to help to ensure all runs smoothly.
We will share with you any information once we have further news.
Wendy and Jane
Churchwardens

The BIG church spring clean!
Our beautiful church needs a good spring clean and
we would love some help to chase away the cobwebs.
On Saturday 28 March at 9.30am we are holding a
BIG spring clean and we would be grateful to anyone
who could come along to give us a hand to make it
sparkle. Refreshments will be provided and please
bring along any implements which would help eg cobweb brushes, dusters etc.
PAGE 12
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Saturday 21 March
2.45pm – 5pm
Offchurch Village Hall
Messy crafts, games, stories followed by
tea.
Exploring the story of Joseph and his
coat of many colours
Everyone welcome!
For more information or to let us know you can
come email jane_inman@sky.com or ring
338704.
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Defibrillator
Sometime ago we sought views on where
the defibrillator purchased by the Joint
Parish Council for Offchurch should be
located. The decision was made to fix it to
the wall of the Village Hall as this is central and it would be visible from the road.
To install it here a box has to be bought and an electricity supply provided. The JPC are not able to fund this at the moment
and other ways of funding the work are being investigated.
Quotes are being obtained for installation and the boxes cost
around £600-£700. The Village Hall Committee has offered
£300 towards the cost.
A grant application has been made to the Warwickshire Private
Hospital Trust and a further application will be made to the
Community Forum if funding is available from the Forum in the
new financial year.
As this piece of equipment will be for the benefit of all who live,
work or visit our village is anyone prepared to make a donation
towards the cost or perhaps hold a fund raising event to help
meet the cost of the installation please? It seems such a shame
to have the defibrillator but not be able to install it and have it
available should anyone need it which it is hoped, of course, will
not be the case!
All ideas and offers to jane_inman@sky.com or Janet Seaton
j.seaton@open.ac.uk please!

The Offchurch Afternoon Club will join
Weston Monday Club for their March
meeting, on Monday 9th March.
Arrangements regarding transport will
follow shortly. The time is 2.30 p.m. –
4.30 p.m. and I look forward to seeing
you then. Greta.
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OFFCHURCH GARDEN CLUB
Programme 2015
About the Garden Club
We meet on the last Monday of the
month, 7.30 for a 7.45 start. All meetings
are held in Offchurch Village Hall, unless
otherwise indicated.
Our programme includes a variety of visiting speakers, visits to
gardens and shows and social activities.
Visitors and new members are always welcome. Membership
fee £7.50 per person. Visitor fee £3.00 per meeting.
Forthcoming events:
Monday 30th March: Bretforton Manor, Jonathon Heath
Monday 27th April: Garden Hunting in China, Timothy Walker
Plant Sales
Saturday 16th May: Annual Plant Sale, The Stag Car Park, 10
am
Monday 18th May: Colour through the Seasons, Simon Gulliver
Members’ sales table
Thursday 29th June: The Hon. Lady S. Butler, Bank Cottage,
The (evening visit 7 pm) Old Rectory, Lighthorne CV35 0AR
Dates further ahead: 27 July, 3 September, 28 September,
26 October, 30 November.

PAGE 15

www.offchurch.org.uk

Offchurch News

HS2 – REVISED COMPENSATION
ARRANGEMENTS
A revised package of compensation for property owners along the
route of HS2 was introduced in mid January. This still includes several
existing schemes:
Owner-occupiers generally between 60 and 120 metres from
the line in rural areas can apply to HS2 Ltd to purchase their
property at the full, un-blighted value under the voluntary
purchase scheme.
As an alternative, these eligible property owners also have the
option to accept a cash offer of 10% of that same value and
stay in their homes and businesses.
Those beyond the 120 metre boundary but within 300 metres
of the line in rural areas will, following Royal Assent of the
Phase One HS2 Hybrid Bill, be able to apply for a homeowner
payment ranging from £7,500 to £22,500.
But a new scheme now replaces the previous Exceptional Hardship
Scheme. Eligible owner-occupiers living any distance from the line of
route can now apply to the need to sell (NTS) scheme, which also
pays the un-blighted value to people with a compelling reason to sell
their property, but who have been unable to do so – other than at a
substantially reduced price – due to HS2. The government says that
the criteria for the NTS scheme are more relaxed than the EHS and,
unlike the EHS, will consider applications from those who may not
need to move immediately.
You can access full details here: https://www.gov.uk/claimcompensation-if-affected-by-hs2
The HS2 Select Committee has indicated that it wishes to see the NTS
applied more liberally, and this is a reason why, for someone who is
considering applying, it would make sense to do so sooner rather than
later, while the Committee is still sitting.
If you would like to discuss whether this might apply to you please
email me on mikegeddes43@gmail.com.
Mike Geddes
Chair, Offchurch HS2 Action Group
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Flower boxes
A BIG thank you to Jenny Daniell who has volunteered
to look after the flower box at the Fosse end of Long
Itchington Road. Is there anyone who would take on
the other box please?

Classes run at the Village Hall on Thursdays 5.45—6.45 and 7—
8.00pm. Cost is £10 per class (drop-in) or £8 per class when
booked as a block. There will no longer be a 12.15 pm class.
Contact Judy on 07508 831359.

A Night at the Pictures
What a splendid event we enjoyed at the village hall on St Valentine's Day!
We watched that wonderfully romantic old film
Casablanca, had a nice glass of fizz, ate
scrumptious lasagna and salad, took home a
red rose for the ladies and even enjoyed a B
picture - an old film of a steam engine being
dug out of the snow. The village hall was
generously lit with candles and looked as atmospheric as I have ever seen it. All for £7.50
a head; how do they do it?
Hearty congratulations and thanks to all who made it possible - roll
on our next night at the flicks!
" Here's looking at you, kid!"
SH
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Mothering Sunday at
St Gregory’s
Sunday 15 March 2015
10am
Please join us for a
special service when we
will be joined by other
churches in the area to celebrate
Mothering Sunday
and we will welcome the
Pilgrim Puppets from Hunningham
Flowers will be distributed during the
service

Everyone
welcome.
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OFFCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
FOUNDATION
Registered Charity No 511934

will be holding its
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
on
MONDAY 23 March 2015 at 7.30pm
in the
VILLAGE HALL
All inhabitants of the Parish of Offchurch (18 years
and upwards) are entitled to attend and to vote. Nominations for elected members of the Committee may be
submitted, prior to the meeting. Nominees must have
signified their willingness to stand for election.
Do come along and find out what we do. Why not
stop for a glass of wine and a chat after the meeting? You would be very welcome.
Contact Jane Inman on 01926 338704 or email
jane_inman@sky.com

The Agenda will be:
Apologies
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting – 7 April 2014
Matters arising
Report of the Committee of Management
Presentation of accounts for the year ending 31 December 2014
Report of nomination of representative members of the Committee
Election of four elected members of the Committee
Appointment of Independent Examiner
Any other business
NB The next Village Hall Committee Meeting will be 13th April.
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Unfortunately, the last sentence of the following advert in last
month’s magazine was omitted—my apologies. Please bear in mind
that if the same should occur again, please contact me for any details which have been omitted or are unclear—Ed.

WE NEED YOU. The Cubbington & District OAP Association became a registered charity in 1985 and provides social functions, trips etc. for the more mature of the Cubbington area (which includes some of the outlying villages). The Association is seeking persons who would be
prepared to give some free time to sit on the Committee,
which meets once a month, and, to give some assistance
in the running of the various functions, trips and fund raising events. As long as you are over 18 and have time to
spare please consider joining us. You do not have to live
in the Cubbington area. This is a very worthwhile charity.
Should you wish to become a Committee member please
contact the Secretary, Gillian Jackson, on 01926 337045
for further information.

School Hill Spruce Up
Those of you who have used School
Hill recently will have noticed that it
looks somewhat different. This is due
to sterling work put in by John Macpherson to get everything back under
control. Not only has he swept and
cleared the footpaths, but the overgrown verges have been cut back to
expose the old stone walls that line
them. John has also planted Snowdrops and Primulas at the top of the hill
by the churchyard, adding a much
needed splash of colour. The JPC would like to extend their
thanks to John on behalf of the village for all of his hard works.

JPC
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DEADLINE FOR THE APRIL
ISSUE OF OFFCHURCH NEWS
SUNDAY 22nd MARCH 2015

Advertise your business here! Reasonable rates. Please
contact offchurchnewsmag@gmail.com or 01926 313608.
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Oﬀchurch Weather-watch – January 2015
January turned out to be a sunny month with 85.5 hours recorded for
this area, 36% above average. In fact it was the third sunniest January since area records began in 1894. Also, the two other months
were in this century. Rainfall in the village was 15% below average for
the month; well, the rain doesn’t usually fall when the sun is shining!
The total rainfall for last year was 730 mm, which represents 90% of
our yearly average. Given that the winter of 2014 was particularly wet
with both January and February well above average; the rest of the
year was drier than usual, with September being mostly dry. Despite
the sunshine, January was slightly cooler than average, due to short
days and the sun being low in the sky.

A couple of spells of low pressure
towards the middle and at the end
of the month led to wet spells.
Otherwise pressure was relatively high, reaching 1037 hPa on the
4th of January.

Weather facts
Recording atmospheric pressure is one of the main determinants in
forecasting weather. A pressure rise is indicative of calm, dry and sunny weather, whereas a fall is suggestive of wind, cloud and rain. Whilst
home barometers display change, precise measurements are taken
with sensitive transducers linked to computers. The National Physical
Laboratory at Teddington, http://resource.npl.co.uk/pressure/
pressure.html, displays the current pressure online along with January’s readings, as shown above. Note the similarity in shape, if not precise values.
RKS
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Computer Problems?
Call Jan Lucas
System set up
Troubleshooting
Personal Tuition
Computer / tablet / phone
Locally based (Bubbenhall)

I can :
Help you get your ﬁrst computer or upgrade your
exis ng one
Sort out any problems on your PC / tablet / phone
Teach you how to use it eﬃciently
Teach you at your own pace, one-to-one
02476 307 988 - 07847 015 154
www.bootfinder.co.uk
References available – websites also undertaken
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