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FROM THE VICAR
Remembrance
This year’s Remembrance season has a special poignancy as it is
the centenary of the outbreak of World War 1. My family must be one
of the few that lost none of its members in the war – of my grandparents’ and their siblings I only know of one who fought in it. He joined
the Canadian Expeditionary Force and served with the Canadian Machine Gun Corps throughout the war, winning a DSO at Passchendaele (or Passendale, in Belgium). After the war he went back to barracks in Victoria, British Columbia, where he caught flu in 1922 and
died of pneumonia. That’s about all I know of him; I’ve never heard any
family stories about him. The only stories I’ve heard directly from WW1
veterans came when I began my ministry in the ‘70s; part of my training as curate included being chaplain to a ‘geriatric hospital’ where
there were many ex-servicemen.
How can we ‘remember’ events of which we have no personal
memory? Across the world it is an important thing to do – there are
many events which are celebrated year after year, long after the generation involved passed away. Usually such events were significant in
the history of a nation or a community, often helping to define the people’s sense of who they are. Sometimes the celebrations continue long
after the significance has waned – I think Guy Fawkes’ night is one of
those, originally reinforcing the Protestant ethos of the country but now
in most places merely an excuse for a bonfire and fireworks. But more
often the ‘remembrance’ of the event is important, not because individuals recall the event, but because it is a corporate activity calling to
mind an event that affected the community and should not be forgotten. Even if we have no personal connection with the event, or have
recently joined the community, its significance is worth our communal
remembrance. I suspect that not many molecules in my body were
present at the time of my birth; but that does not stop me celebrating it
each year!
Religions, too, have their fair share of remembrance. Next month we
celebrate Christmas, and the four weeks of Advent leading up to it
start at the end of this month. As we remember Jesus’ coming to earth,
we remember also his promise to return and make all things new!

Tim Britton (812518 or email tim@thefeldongroup.org.uk)
PAGE 4

www.offchurch.org.uk

Offchurch News

ST GREGORY’S—NOVEMBER SERVICES
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Midweek worship with prayer for the village takes place in Offa House
every Thursday during the cold months (starting this month) at 5pm –
all welcome. (We may be joined by people from other parishes as part
of the Offa House cycle of prayer.)

ST GREGORY’S
Priest in Charge:
Revd Tim Britton 01926 812518 office@thefeldongroup.org.uk
Curate:
Revd David Forster 07845 997674 rev.davidforster@hotmail.co.uk
Church Wardens:
Mrs Jane Inman 01926 338704 jane_inman@sky.com
Mrs Wendy Green 01926 427580 brian@briangreen2.wanadoo.co.uk
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ST GREGORY’S MATTERS
Our Festival of Talents Service, in September, was St Gregory’s contribution to the varied collection of events that took place under the
HOPE14 umbrella. The response from contributors was rewarding,
both in number (around 25 creative people) and in the range of sensory experiences that visitors were able to enjoy:
There was lettered bunting to welcome us, furnishings that could be
perched on or leant against, woolly and furry creatures to be cuddled
and stroked, a gallery of diverse images to gaze and wonder at, artefacts that amazed, plus exhibits that had been stitched, carved, fashioned, baked, printed or artistically arranged, not to mention live performances from our talented young music-makers as well as a Gilbertian demonstration of canine obedience.
An appreciation of our God-given talents provided the theme for our
service, during which Roger Murphy, from “Through Faith Missions”,
expanded on the inspiration engendered in HOPE14.
Origin of talents: Wendy kindly admitted to us that her lifelong
obsession with music was originally inspired by a chance visit to the
cinema in the 1960’s, where she was stunningly, and totally, overcome
by key bits of “Close Encounters of the Third Kind”.
Probably just as well, for everybody’s sake, that she didn’t choose the
cinema down the road, showing “The Boston Strangler”!

The following days saw our dedicated team of scene shifters and
flower arrangers miraculously transforming St Gregory’s into a tastefully decorated setting, with Susan and Sue’s bread-making skills
adding the finishing touches for our ……
Harvest Thanksgiving Service – an occasion for thanks and celebration, during which Canon Barbara Clutton led us in worship and
shared with us her wide knowledge of the world of farming. The coffee-time auction raised £65 for CORD, with selected food items being donated to Leamington Christian Mission …. “for their wants to
be supplied”.
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Remember, remember: The Holy Communion
(with Sunday School) Service on 9th November
(10.00am) will incorporate our annual Remembrance Sunday Commemoration. We will assemble around the war memorial for a short act of
remembrance, commencing at 11.00 with a twominute silence. The renovated lettering on the
monument now clearly lists the names of those
from Offchurch whose lives were taken during
two world wars …… “is it nothing to you, all ye
that pass by?”
Offa House: Undoubtedly, the current use of Offa House for regular
prayer and contemplation has re-ignited our faith in the spirit of cooperation which we have long enjoyed with our close neighbour.
Since 1962, when The Retreat House began serving the Diocese, our
church and parishioners have maintained a range of formal and informal
links that have presented opportunities for employment, shared resources, events and worship. Visitors to Offa House who have wandered across to St Gregory’s have always been welcome and many
have enjoyed time appreciating our ancient building or quietly engaging
in private prayer or meditation.
Since its closure last year, we have, as a Parish Church and village,
been praying that we might be blessed with a renewed productive relationship with a fully active Offa House. We will continue to offer our full
support as its future unfolds.
Up-to-date details of The Offa House programme (to which everyone is welcome) are displayed on the porch notice board.

A ringing endorsement: During the Festival of Talents service a
presentation was made to the youngest member of our bell-ringing
team, Alice Kaye. Alice has achieved Level 3 of “Learning the Ropes” Introduction to Change Ringing, awarded by The Association of
Ringing Teachers …… a lofty achievement by any standards …. WELL
DONE, ALICE!
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Remember, remember: For modern-day Anglicans, November finds
the liturgical year moving along steadily, as “ …. before Advent”
takes over from “…. after Trinity”
For our counterparts in the 17th and 18th centuries, however, worship at
this time of the year also included an additional, long
abandoned, feature. They were ordered/obliged, in
early November, to attend a “Gunpowder Treason Service” marking “a day of thanksgiving for
deliverance ….”. This would include a sermon
(prescribed by The Archbishop of Canterbury), a
spell of hefty bell-ringing and often (outside the
church), a bonfire. Indeed, until 1859, an order of
service was to be found in The Book of Common Prayer. Originally, its
recognition was imposed on The Church in accordance with “The
Observance of the 5th November Act 1605” - a statute hurriedly
cobbled together by a parliament that was feeling more
than just a tiny bit relieved.
The Roman Catholic-inspired Gunpowder Plot had
been rumbled when young Guido revealed what was
hidden under his mound of faggots - a stockpile of 36
carefully primed barrels-of-mass-destruction, ready for
imminent detonation directly beneath the pantalooned
figure of the Protestant King James, ceremonising in
the presence of every one of his loyal CofE bishops.
(What a right old Jimmy-cracker that would have been!)
Local involvement in the conspiracy is well documented …. the “Queen-in-Waiting” (nine year old Princess Elizabeth) was
holed up in Coombe Abbey, whilst the treasonistas and their hangers-on
plotted, planned, rehearsed and generally knocked about in local
villages - Dunchurch, Snitterfield, Norbrook.
All of this suggests that, had the cunning plan not been snuffed out by a
rather jumpy, bit-playing whistleblower, the first churches to succumb to
the RC bulldozer onslaught would most certainly have included St
Gregory’s!
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So, when we carefully offer up our flickering England’s Glory to the blue
touch-paper on our Roman Candles (aptly named in 1606) we might
just see some very good reason why, round these parts, “gunpowder
treason should ever be forgot!”
The next Messy Church event will be the Christmas
party when we are lucky to have secured the amazing
Pilgrim Puppets and we will have lots of fun activities
on a Christmas-puppet theme. Join us on Saturday
13th December; more details in December Offchurch
News!
Hang on: Just in case you were about to go out and buy Christmas cards for all your friends in the village and at St Gregory’s, you
may be pleased to know that we are planning a simple church-based
arrangement for the exchange of personal greetings.
Details in December Offchurch News.

Thanks to David Varnish for all St Gregory’s Matters

Sincere apologies to anyone who has been inconvenienced by
the incorrect dates for the mobile library in recent issues of
Offchurch News. Human error—mine—I am very sorry.
Dates for the mobile library up to the end of the year are as follows:
Friday 31 October (in case this issue makes it to the doorsteps in
time!)
Friday 21 November
Friday 12 December
V.A.D.
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Photographs, accompanied by a completed entry form and the entry fee,
should be handed in to Brickyard Cottages, Welsh Road by midnight on SATURDAY DECEMBER 6th 2014.
Please use the entry form from previous issues of Offchurch News, or
write clearly name, address, telephone number and class and the name
of up to three photograph entries.
[CLASS 1 Children up to 15 years; CLASS 2 Adults and Young People 15
years upwards]
Please WRITE CLEARLY ON THE BACK of the photo THE TITLE and
THE CLASS which you are entering.
Photographs will be returned after the competition.
Entry fees
CLASS 1 50p per print
CLASS 2 £1 per print
CLASS 1 Children up to 15yearsTheme Any subject photographed during 2014
Print size from 15x10cms [6x4ins] up to 25x20cms [10x8ins]0r A4 including
mount, if any.
CLASS 2 Adults and Young People [15 years upwards}
Theme Any subject photographed during 2014
Print size from 15x10cms [6x4ins] up to 25x20cms [10x8ins] or A4 including
mount, if any.
Entrants can submit up to 3 prints per person in colour or black and white.
Entrants must not be professional photographers [i.e. must not make more
than 35% of their annual income from the sale of their photographs].
Judging criteria.
All entries will be judged by two independent judges who will select the winning entries using the following three criteria:
Technical competence -

- Visual impact -

- Originality

The judges’ decision is final. Prizes will be awarded to the winning entrants.
For further information, please contact Sandy Hedderwick 01926 613543.
Exhibition
There will be an exhibition of all the entries on a date to be announced later.
PAGE 10

www.offchurch.org.uk

Offchurch News

SUNDAY 30TH NOVEMBER
Showing at 4 pm, Oﬀchurch Village Hall
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

CHILDREN FREE
Snacks and drinks provided
Parents/Adults – Come and chill for a couple of hours with mulled wine and mince
pies.

(There’s no charge, but a dona.on to help with costs would be appreciated).
It doesn’t ma2er if you don’t have a child to bring you, come on your own and
enjoy a li2le get-together anyway.
To give us an idea of numbers, could you please let Wendy know if you will be
there: 612279 / wendyfarquharson21@gmail.com

Why not come
dressed as your
favourite character?
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AFTERNOON CLUB NEWS
The November Meeting is on Monday
12th November when we invite the
Weston Monday Club, and we always
look forward to seeing them. We have a
Speaker for this, it is Mr Graham
Roberts, from Marton. He will be talking about “80 Years on a
Farm” and I am sure we shall learn a great deal that we didn’t
know before now.
We look forward to meeting our friends from the Monday Club
too. Time: 2.30 p.m. at the Village Hall.
The Afternoon Club had their Harvest Lunch in the Village Hall
on Monday 13th October. There were 17 members and friends
and we were pleased that Rev. Tim Britton and his Wife were
able to join us. The food was excellent and the Wine flowed
(not many people were driving). Many thanks to everyone who
helped.
Valerie and Greta
Eileen and Ray Pullin:
As most people in the Village know that Eileen and Ray are
now in a Masonic Care Home in Hove. Ray went first and now
Eileen has joined him as a room became available. If any
friends or neighbours would like to send Christmas Cards,
please put them in my letterbox at Church Cottage and I will
send them on to their Son, Mark at his home address. I do not
know the address in Hove but Mark tells me it is a very nice
Home, near the Sea.
I am sure we all wish them a Peaceful Christmas now they are
together at last.
Greta Sollett, Church Cottage, School Hill, Offchurch.
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You are invited to the
20th Charity Fair in aid of
The Orchid Project
which works to end female cutting
Monday November 17th 2014
Westbury, home of Delia & Nick Button
5 Park Road Leamington Spa 9.00 am - 8.30pm

Offchurch Village Hall
Available for hire
To check availability, visit:

www.offchurch.org.uk/village-hall
To make a booking or for more information:

07943 556133 or
villagehall@offchurch.org.uk

PAGE 13

www.offchurch.org.uk

Offchurch News

Oﬀchurch Weather-watch – September 2014
With only 11 mm of rain, this has been the driest September in Offchurch since our records began in 2004. However it’s not been the
driest month ever, that record is held by April 2011at a mere 2.5
mm. It was a warm month with an average of 16°C, which was very
similar to August, but with only average sunshine despite being so
dry.

A month of high pressure which was
responsible for the very dry weather.
The 18th September saw the lowest
pressure at 1010 hPa, which in many
months would be a high value.
Weather facts
The first barometer was invented by Evagelista Torricelli
in 1643. He found that air pressure was subject to
change and that predictions of future weather could be
made by noting the direction of the change. The German
writer and polymath Johann Goethe developed a simple
water-based “weather ball” shown in the photograph.
The effect of the air pressure on the open spout causes
the level to change: a lower pressure allows the water in
the spout to rise above the level in the body and a higher
pressure allows it to lower. Unfortunately, the barometer
is very sensitive to changes in temperature, so may only
be used to show trends.
RKS.
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LONG ITCH SCRATCH BAND
Eathorpe Village Hall
Saturday, 29th November 8.00 p.m.
(doors/bar open from 7.30 p.m.)

Featuring: Laurel McIntosh – flute, Lynne Cook – accordion
Dave Shuttleworth – drums, John McIntosh – acoustic bass guitar
Gerry Bailey – acoustic guitar, the caller - Tom Tilley
The Ultimate Barn Dance opportunity. We’ll have our usual homemade samosas, also Cornish pasties from Hilltop. And we plan to
have a barrel of excellent bitter as well as wine and soft drinks.

Tickets: £8 / £7 (u-18s, o-65s)
Ring: 01926 632575 (Sue) after 4th November, or 632664
(Suzanne)
Email: sueateathorpe@gmail.com
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St Gregory's A Sanctuary for Wildlife
Where the wind is on Martinmas
Eve, there it will be through
the coming winter
The weather on Martinmas eve is
an index to the barometer for
some two or three weeks forward.
This first saying come from Atherstone here in Warwickshire and the
second from the Midlands. Both are rubbish according to my trusty
book, but local sayings don't come up very often. Now I much prefer
this one:
If ducks do slide at Hollantide,
At Christmas they will swim;
If ducks do swim at Hollantide,
At Christmas the will slide.
Of course as you know the 10th November is St Martinmas Eve or
the eve of Hollantide. The ducks know this as well, so keep your eye
on them this month. November is not only the time for fog but autumn storms too. Usually the first couple of weeks. The cold foggy
bits say the 15th to the 21st then back to wet and windy for the end
of the month. No wonder we have bonfires and fireworks to cheer us
up.
November in the Churchyard, a good time really. The end of the
mowing and all looking cut back and well kept. The long grass all
short thanks to Dave with the scythe mower and Tim and John with
strimmers. The strimming made a big difference this year because
the scythe mower was a bit troublesome. Dave says it needs some
replacement parts which I must order, as soon as I know which bits
they are. Dave will tell me, he knows about these things you know.
We will have the pleasure of a big bonfire this month, we still have
half a tree to burn, goody goody. Then winter jobs again, a big one
will be removing the tree stump close to the path north of the yew
trees. Levelling areas where the moles have left their little hills for us
and cutting back a lot of the hedges. No problem, we have our new
multipurpose machine and plenty of Saturdays to come.
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Now what you don't know is that we had an excellent bring and
share meal at the home of Elise and John. We were all invited as
the weather had turned wet and cold, we were going to eat in
Church having failed to raise the numbers for our "champagne and
strawberry" lunch. Wasn't that kind? We had a super time putting
the world to rights, as we do.
Time is slipping away, get your Christmas cards sorted, it will soon
be here. But first we must get on with the work, how about Saturdays, the 8th and 22nd November ? 9.30am til 12.30 pm, plenty of
coffee as usual at 11am do drop in. A big thank you to our team
and to you for your support with our wild activities.
Mike Porter

OFFCHURCH 100 CLUB
October Draw 2014
The Third draw of the 100 club
The winners are as follows
1st Prize Wendy Green
2nd Prize Janet Seaton
3rd Prize John Latto
Congratulations to our winners.
Thank you to everyone for your support.

John Mander
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Village Hall News

Village Hall Exterior Tidy-Up
Saturday 29th November, 10.30am.
Please join us as many hands will make light work
of tidying the exterior and car park.
Refreshments will be provided.
All villagers welcome!
Next meeting of the Village Hall Committee:
Monday 17th November,. 7.30 p.m., Village Hall

DEADLINE FOR THE DECEMBER
ISSUE OF OFFCHURCH NEWS
SUNDAY 23rd NOVEMBER
Advertise your business here! Reasonable rates. Please
contact offchurchnewsmag@gmail.com or 01926 313608.
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