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Mobile Library stop: Old Post Office 9.15am-9.35am
Bell ringing practice, 7.30pm-9.00pm, Church Tower
Services in St Gregory’s Church

p. 5
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Sunday School, St Gregory’s Church
CAMEO
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Family Service, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

S

Harvest Supper, Village Hall ,pm

pp.7 & 9

Upholstery and soft furnishings class, 9.30-11.30am, Village Hall. NB NOT 28th October
Tennis Club (Thurs); Cricket (Sun); Netball (Mon) times
vary, Offchurch Sports Club
Churchyard Working Group, 9.30am-12.30pm, Churchyard

VH
ON

p. 10-11

Afternoon Club 12.00pm, Village Hall

P. 14

Pilates classes at 12.15pm, 5.45pm and 7.00pm, Village
Hall. Contact Linda Renshaw 07915 855 420

p. 17

Village Hall Committee Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30pm
DEADLINE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO OCTOBER
OFFCHURCH NEWS
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Results
This is ‘results’ month! Results from the farmers, first of all – we have
our Harvest Festival on 5th October – do come and celebrate with us!
The service will be led by the Revd Canon Barbara Clutton, who is the
diocesan rural affairs advisor. She was a farmer until she became a vicar
(of Stretton and others), so we look forward very much to hearing from
her.
Results aren’t always what we hoped for, as many young people can
testify after GCSE and A levels. While this year has been a good year for
many farmers, we know that isn’t always the case. The result of last
month’s Scottish referendum was not to everyone’s taste. The results of
Western policy in the Middle East and elsewhere have all too often been
different from what was expected. Life is not always predictable! So while
we are celebrating the good, we carry in the back of our minds the burdens of those who are disappointed, and the knowledge that we might be
in their shoes next time. All the more reason to enjoy the present to the
full!
The good news of Jesus sheds a different light on our results. He has
opened the way for us to live in the presence of our loving Creator God
always, and whatever we do with him is never a waste of time and effort.
Living with Jesus is to live in hope – not wishful thinking, but the anticipation of a glorious future that we only catch glimpses of in the here and
now. Through Jesus our flops and failures, even our culpable wrongdoing, can be forgiven. Our disappointing results are never disappointing to
him, but are all taken into his great project and made use of and fully appreciated. When things work out well he takes just as much pleasure in
them as we do . Best of all, we can trust him to bring about the ultimate
result we are all looking for – a world where all is peace and harmony,
and every creature is fulfilled and evil, suffering and disaster is no more.
Just Looking
Following our Hope 14 week, we are putting on a ‘Just Looking’ course
in The Green Man, Long Itchington, on Monday evenings at 8pm for 5
weeks starting on 6th. This is an informal time of looking at the Christian
faith, without any pressure or hard sell, and with plenty of opportunity for
discussion. Do come and have a look!

Tim Britton (812518 or email tim@thefeldongroup.org.uk)
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ST GREGORY’S – OCTOBER SERVICES & EVENTS
Thurs
2nd
Sat 4th

5.00pm

Midweek Service

7.00pm

Sun
5th
Thurs
9th
Sun
12th
Thurs
16th
Sun
19th
Thurs
23rd
Sun
26th
Thurs
30th

10.00am
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Harvest Service
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Tim

Barbara
Clutton
Tim

Wendy

Tim

Wendy

Holy Communion +
Sunday School
Midweek Service

Tim

Family Service

Marcia

5.00pm

Midweek Service

Tim

10.00am

Holy Communion

Tim

5.00pm

Midweek Service

Tim

5.00pm
10.00am

Wendy

Wendy

Midweek worship with prayer for the village takes place in St Gregory’s
every Thursday at 5pm – all welcome. (We may be joined by people
from other parishes as part of the Offa House cycle of prayer.)

ST GREGORY’S
Priest in Charge:
Revd Tim Britton 01926 812518 office@thefeldongroup.org.uk
Curate:
Revd David Forster 07845 997674 rev.davidforster@hotmail.co.uk
Church Wardens:
Mrs Jane Inman 01926 338704 jane_inman@sky.com
Mrs Wendy Green 01926 427580 brian@briangreen2.wanadoo.co.uk
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ST GREGORY’S MATTERS

Messy Church: The activities, games, fun,
songs and food, which were all imaginatively
based around a Noah’s Ark theme, proved to
be a great success, joyfully evidenced by
children (and adults) continuing to party, well
after the planned finishing time.
Some encouraging comments were received
in the days that followed:
“a big thank-you for the excellent Messy Church” … “the kids had a fantastic time!” …
“thanks for organising the kids’ activities …. Really lovely, and you’d clearly
put a lot of thought into it all” ….
“a greatly rewarded effort …. thanks to all involved”.
Next up ….. Messy Church Children’s Christmas Party …. Saturday
13th December!
Ride, Stride & guide: A busy September weekend saw us catering
for intrepid Riders & Striders, as well as providing mini-tours and teas for
our Heritage Open Days visitors. Proceeds were added to the Kitchen and
Toilet Fund.

HOPE14: This week of activities across the Southam Deanery (including
our own
Festival of Talents) is inspiringly supported by Roger and the
team from Through Faith Missions. Events are still ongoing as the Offchurch
News deadline approaches ….. a full report will appear in next month’s edition.

PAGE 6

www.offchurch.org.uk

Offchurch News

Harvest Supper (Saturday 4th October, 7.00pm) Despite the frantic clamber for tickets for this popular annual village event, it’s still not too late to think about
coming along - all the delicious details appear in a
notice somewhere close-by in this magazine.
A special St Gregory’s Harvest Service will be held on
the following day (Sunday 5th October 10.00am) - our
seasonal opportunity to give thanks for our own good
fortune and to help others in need, overseas and closer to home. Gifts of fresh, packeted or tinned food
will be most welcome …… after the service produce will be auctioned, the
generous proceeds going to support the valuable work carried out by
CORD. Other suitable items will be donated to Leamington Christian Mission

Pew unto others: Some useful additional floor-space has recently been
made available, following the mysterious disappearance of just about half
the seating in the porch. Bob has chained the surviving pew to the wall so
securely that its theft will require the use of a white van capable of holding
a few manky bits of oak accompanied by at least 40 tons of medieval
stonework!
ON/OFF: The welcome addition of twin sensor lights above the door
will provide extra security, improve safety, and enable winter visitors to enjoy our church without having to grope about in the gloom - as well as
amusing those amongst us who enjoy the fun of a multiple-switch challenge!
Unexpected Item ……
Thanks to our “Auxiliary Lighting Development Initiative” (ALDI)
we now have “locally intensive down-lights” (LIDL).
Once activated, “their effect simply carries on” (TESCO)
at least, until the COSTCUTTERS get wind of it! ….. SUPER!

Thanks to David Varnish for all St Gregory’s Matters
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Please be aware that the upholstery classes have half
term on 28th October and they finish on 2nd December.

If anyone would like to join the class please contact Valerie
Graham on 423677 and she can put them in touch with the
tutor.

Offchurch Village Hall needs help with the heating now that the cooler days have
arrived. We need people who would be prepared to go up to the hall once a week
and set the clock for the heating so that the hall is heated when there are bookings. Ideally we need three people who would cover a month each. Our current
faithful band have been doing it for far too long time and need a break!
Village Hall committee meeting will be on Monday 6th October at 7.30pm in the
hall.
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Offchurch
Harvest Supper
Saturday, 4th October 2014
at 7pm
Offchurch Village Hall
A traditional harvest supper of cold meats
(vegetarian option), salads and jacket potatoes,
followed by apple pie.
Beetle Drive with prizes to follow the meal.
Tickets just £6 each (children under 14 free)
from
Liz Varnish on 886119/ldvarnish@gmail.com
Jane Inman on 338704/
jane_inman@sky.com
Bring your own drinks
Everyone welcome!
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St Gregory's A Sanctuary for Wildlife
If in the fall of the leaves in
October many of them wither on
the boughs and hang there, it
betokens a frosty winter and
much snow.
If the oak wears its leaves in
October you may expect a hard
winter.
Now dry quiet weather in October allows leaves to stay on the trees. For this
test 13 or more anticyclonic days in a dry October were checked against any
following cold winter. The results were 9 out of 27, which is a third. My book
says this is unsatisfactory. I don't know, one in three seems a fair chance.
Anyway we probably will get an average amount of cold after last winter or
even more mild conditions. We must watch the trees this month.
Hooray, the mowing will finish this month with a bit of luck, but as I write to
you we haven't completed the "big cut" yet. We must get a grip. Then we
have a lot of clearing up to do, branches to burn and the old tree root to dig
out. Mowers to clean up and service, it never stops. I must admit I quite like
the Churchyard in winter, you know getting everything really tidy.
Something I meant to mention last month and didn't. The wooden benches in
the Churchyard need some TLC. Chris Clark, bless him, always kept them in
top order. Now is it a job you could do for us? It will be a great help, it's
amazing how many visitors we get to St Gregory's and many love to sit and
enjoy the peace and quiet, so the benches are used frequently. What do you
think ?
One thing we must remember is siting our new "bug pile". What do you
mean, bug pile? We have kept some small branches cut to lengths of about
a yard and a half. ( We are an imperial Churchyard with imperial bugs).
These lengths will be placed in the hedge bottom and will provide winter protection for various insects, like the bug boxes only bigger. I do hope that our
hedgehog box which Sandy made, will be used this year but I haven't seen
a hedgehog for ages. On the credit side, bats and butterflies did well this
summer. Also we have kept our birds, over 50% of the nest boxes were
used. Overall it hasn't been too bad. Of course next year will be better.
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But we still have this year to deal with, now, when shall we do a bit
more? Yes, Saturdays the 11th and 25th, 9.30 am til 12.30 pm with
plenty of hot coffee, Fairtrade you know. Just drop by if you are free.
That's October sorted and thanks to you again, we press on.
Mike Porter
_________________________________________________________

You will remember (those of you who went!) that I ran a fundraising stall
for International Alert at the Village BBQ, selling loom bands, cakes,
plums and a few other bits and bobs.
I am just putting in a note to thank you all for your support - I raised
£42. I hope that those of you who bought the plums enjoyed them and
that they didn’t have worms in! I also hope that the cakes you bought
were good too!
International Alert is a peace-building charity, based in London. If you
would like more information on what they do, check out their website.
Alice
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Oﬀchurch Weather-watch – August 2014
Cool and wet summed up August this year. The monthly rainfall was
94 mm which is 10% above this month’s average in Offchurch and
the average temperature for the area was 10% lower at 16°C. So far
this year it has been much wetter than last year, with a similar total
rainfall in the first 8 months as fell in the whole of last year. Statistics
from Bablake Weather Service (http://bws.users.netlink.co.uk) show
the period from October 2013 to now to be the wettest period since
1929/30, with only three wetter periods since 1870 including 1929/30.

A month of relatively low pressure which was responsible for the poor
weather. The 10th August saw the lowest pressure at 992 hPa whereas
the highest was 1021 hPa over 18th to 19th of August. The 10th August
was the wettest day with 20 mm of rain.

Sue, Tim, Dee and family would like to thank everyone for the
cards, messages, emails, visits, cuddles, prayers and offers of
help that they have received from the lovely people of Offchurch over the last few months. Without doubt you are helping to support us through very difficult times and we thank you
from the bottom of our hearts.
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Weather facts
Knowing the atmospheric pressure, or more correctly noting the
trend of change of the pressure, i.e. rising, falling or steady, is one
of the most useful ways to forecast the weather from home.
Recently, I visited Barometer World
(http://www.barometerworld.co.uk), which is outside Oakhampton
in North Devon. There is a most interesting museum and a shop
selling new and refurbished barometers on the site. They also repair barometers. I took the opportunity to purchase a new aneroid
barometer movement which I have fitted to a wooden frame and
which is working well. Local pressure readings may be found at the
Met Office’s Church Lawford site at:
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/observations/. Scroll down
to the West Midlands section where the pressure and trend are
shown along with other measurements and the time of the observations.
RKS.

Eathorpe Christmas Lights: no opening night this year
We’ve reluctantly been forced to decide that we will no longer be able
to hold an opening night event for the Lights. The numbers last year
were well in excess of anything we could hope to control. The police
have given us guidelines for properly managing an event of this scale
and these are quite clearly beyond the capacity of such a small village.
We are really sorry that this will disappoint a lot of people but the
ever-growing numbers gave us no choice. However, the lights
will still be on display for visitors throughout the Christmas period and you’ll be welcome any evening. Just please park carefully.
The 2015 Eathorpe Beer Festival will take place later in the year.
Watch this space for details.
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OFFCHURCH 100 CLUB
September Draw 2014
The Second draw of the 100 club
The winners are as follows
1st Prize Sam Moreton
2nd Prize Valerie Baxter
3rd Prize Jim Graham
Congratulations to our winners.
Thank you to everyone for your support.
John Mander

Offchurch Afternoon Club
We are holding our Harvest
Lunch, in the Village Hall, on
Monday 13th October. Time: 12 noon –12.30 p.m.
Members and friends are welcome and we look forward to seeing them on the 13th Oct. Valerie and
Greta.
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[This page left blank for the photographic
competition entry.]
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Sorry - the closing date in the last entry form was incorrect - please
see below.
COMPETITION ENTRY FORM
NAME………………………………………………….
ADDRESS…………………………………………….
Tel. No……………………………
CLASS …………………………………………………..
[CLASS 1 Children up to 15 years; CLASS 2 Adults and Young People 15
years upwards]
PRINTS – maximum of 3
Title 1……………………………………………………….
Title 2……………………………………………………….
Title 3 ……………………………………………………..
Photographs, accompanied by a completed entry form and the entry fee,
should be handed in to Brickyard Cottages, Welsh Road by midnight on
SATURDAY DECEMBER 6th 2014
Please WRITE CLEARLY ON THE BACK of the photo THE TITLE and
THE CLASS which you are entering.

Entry fees
CLASS 1 50p per print
CLASS 2 £1 per print
Photographs will be returned after the competition.
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CLASS 1 Children up to 15yearsTheme Any subject photographed during 2014
Print size from 15x10cms [6x4ins] up to 25x20cms [10x8ins]0r A4 including mount, if any.
CLASS 2 Adults and Young People [15 years upwards}
Theme Any subject photographed during 2014
Print size from 15x10cms [6x4ins] up to 25x20cms [10x8ins] or A4 including mount, if any.
Entrants can submit up to 3 prints per person in colour or black and
white.
Entrants must not be professional photographers [i.e. must not make
more than 35% of their annual income from the sale of their photographs].

Judging criteria.
All entries will be judged by two independent judges who will select the
winning entries using the following three criteria:

Technical competence -

- Visual impact -

The judges’ decision is final.
Prizes will be awarded to the winning entrants.

For further information, please contact
Sandy Hedderwick 01926 613543
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Eathorpe & Shakespeare
Two Gents Productions aim to perform every Shakespeare play,
and we aim to host them all in Eathorpe (if I live that long!). Next on
the list is:

TAMING OF THE SHREW
Friday, 10th October 8.00 p.m.
(Bar/doors open 7.30 p.m. – interval snacks available)

Eathorpe Village Hall
Two Gents Productions is exactly what it says on the packet. Two
actors and a bare stage. They perform every part in this classic war of
the sexes. After their huge success at Shakepeare’s Globe Theatre in
London, how lucky are we to get them in Eathorpe.
Tickets: £ 9.00 / £ 8.00 (u-18s, o-65s) purchased before 4th October
£10.50 / £9.50 ( “
“ ) purchased after
Ring: Sue – 01926 632575 or Suzanne – 632664 or email
sueateathorpe@gmail.com
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Offchurch Village Hall
Available for hire
To check availability, visit:

www.offchurch.org.uk/village-hall
To make a booking or for more information:

07943 556133 or
villagehall@offchurch.org.uk

DEADLINE FOR THE OCTOBER
ISSUE OF OFFCHURCH NEWS
FRIDAY 24th OCTOBER

Offchurch News
View back issues on the
online archive. Visit:
http://www.offchurch.org.uk/
offchurch-news
(Click on the year and then the month you are interested in.)

Advertise your business here! Reasonable rates. Please
contact offchurchnewsmag@gmail.com or 01926 313608.

