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FROM THE VICAR
The beginning of January is still Christmas – but for most of us it feels
as if Christmas finished a long time ago. Yet the Church season of
Epiphany, which begins with thinking about the visit of the wise men to
see Jesus and Mary in Bethlehem, is a natural progression from
Christmas.
The name ‘Epiphany’ means ‘revelation’ or ‘manifestation’. The visit
of the wise men has historically been the focus of the season only in
the Western church; other parts of the world have used the Epiphany
season to remind Christians of other times when Jesus was revealed
to be more than just another man. The Western church has now
caught up with this. So now the second Sunday in Epiphany is a celebration of the Baptism of Christ when the Holy Spirit came on him in
the form of a dove and a voice from heaven was heard saying to him,
‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’ The third
Sunday looks at Jesus’ call to his disciples, and the response of one of
them, ‘You are the Son of God, you are the King of Israel!’ And on the
fourth we look at the occasion when Jesus turned water into wine, and
the gospel writer’s comment, ‘He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.’
The third Sunday of Epiphany also falls in the middle of the week of
prayer for Christian Unity. Organised religion has always shown a tendency to fragment, and Christianity has had its fair share of divisions
from New Testament times onwards as people have gathered around
teachers with new ideas or attractive personalities. This divisiveness is
not part of the DNA of Christianity so much as a part of the DNA of Homo Sapiens, I believe – religions expose it because religion involves
the heart. But the spiritual heart of Christianity is harmony with God
and with each other through Jesus Christ, whose last words with his
disciples before his crucifixion included the command to love one another, and a prayer that they might be one: ‘May they be brought to
complete unity to let the world know that you sent me.’ Variety in the
church is important, for we all have different tastes and gifts. But the
divisions in the church are a stumbling block to the Good News of Jesus, and the healing of those divisions is to be prayed and worked for.
Let’s do what we can!

Tim Britton (812518 or email tim@thefeldongroup.org.uk)
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ST GREGORY'S – JANUARY SERVICES
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Midweek worship with prayer for the village takes place in Offa House
every Thursday during the cold months at 5pm – all welcome. (We may be
joined by people from other parishes as part of the Offa House cycle of
prayer.)

ST GREGORY’S
Priest in Charge:
Revd Tim Britton 01926 812518 office@thefeldongroup.org.uk
Curate:
Revd David Forster 07845 997674 rev.davidforster@hotmail.co.uk
Church Wardens:
Mrs Jane Inman 01926 338704 jane_inman@sky.com
Mrs Wendy Green 01926 427580 brian@briangreen2.wanadoo.co.uk
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ST GREGORY’S MATTERS

A New Year Message from St Gregory's
Farewell, then, 2014 …... we give thanks for the many blessings that
you brought us. These live on in our memories, inspiring us with confidence, as we bid you goodbye and welcome in another year.
Greetings, 2015 …... we set out on your unknown, winding pathway
with gentle steps, treading carefully towards the realisation of our
fondest dreams, with faith in those who walk beside us.
And, to each and every one of us …... let us appreciate ourselves,
and each other as we journey on together, through the coming year,
united in the pursuit of mutual happiness and fulfilment.
.
Love, peace, hope and joy to you for 2015
St Gregory's has enjoyed a busy, eventful and blessed 2014. It
looks distinctly like 2015 is going to throw quite a lot at us …. including the kitchen sink!

INCIDENT!!
"Between 1315hrs and 1330hrs Thursday 04-DEC-2014, a blue '52'
plate Daihatsu that was parked in the entrance way to a paddock off
of School Hill was broken into. Offender(s) smashed the front passenger window to gain entry into the vehicle and stole a brown
leather bag and contents, which had been left on the front passenger seat. An unknown white male with a bald head was seen at the
time of the offence. The unknown male was driving a silver saloon
vehicle. The vehicle drove off in the direction of Cubbington along
School Hill.
Do you have any relevant information?
Did you see any person(s) and/or vehicle(s) acting suspiciously?
Did you see or hear anything?
Dial: 01926 684471
Email: wre.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk
To report and incident/crime, dial 101 for non-emergencies and 999 in an
emergency."
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The Reading Circle
wish you
A Happy New Year
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 27 January 2015, 8.00pm at the
home of Jane Hedderwick, Brickyard Cottages, Welsh Rd. At this
New Year gathering, we will reveal and share our views on the books
that each one of us drew from the Lucky Dip in December. We will
also be making choices about books that we might enjoy over the
coming year.
We welcome anyone who would like to join us – we meet on the last
Tuesday of every month in each other's houses where we enjoy lively
discussions on the book we have read, that month. All supplemented
by wine and nibbles!

OFFCHURCH 100 CLUB
December Draw 2014
The Fifth draw of the 100 club
The winners are as follows
1st Prize Mike Porter
2nd Prize Valerie Graham
3rd Prize Tony and Mary Gunthorpe
Congratulations to our winners.
Thank you to everyone for your support.
John Mander
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St Gregory's A Sanctuary for Wildlife
Remember on St Vincent’s Day,
If that the sun his beame display,
Be sure to mark his transient beam,
Which through the casement sheds a gleam;
For ‘tis a token bright and clear
Of prosperous weather all the year.

Now St Vincent’s day is the 22nd January and he was born in
Huesca in Spain.
He was tortured to death in 304 AD and became the patron saint
of wine growers
and drunkards. Hence the second adage.
If St Vincent’s Day the sky is clear,
More wine than water will crown the year.
Now my weather book says that both of these sayings are very
unlikely to be met, Hardly a surprise really, poor old Vincent, but
he was born in Spain. Perhaps it works in there.
Gosh here we are in 2015, so it’s goodbye 2014, you didn’t seem
to stay long but you gave us a reasonable summer, thanks for
that. However we did get a few very wet Saturdays this last autumn which has left us a bit behind with some of the jobs. The
bonfire for example, too many wet days to get a flame going. It
must be this month.
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Last month, December, all on one day, we cut the north hedge
back to open the view. Well John and Tim did, while Sandy, Francis and I felled, delivered and dressed the Church Christmas tree.
It was like this; Richard (Wistaria Cottage) had offered us a
Christmas tree out of his garden but it was still growing. Just to
be difficult my chainsaw decided to be naughty and wouldn’t start.
Well we just cut the tree down by hand and towed it to Church.
So it’s a big thank you to Richard for donating his tree. (They are
jolly expensive this year as you know).
Another good subject for January, our annual dinner. Yes same
place, The White Lion at Radford Semele on Wednesday, 14th
January for 7 pm.. The menu will follow soon for you to make
your choice of main course. I hope you have the date in your new
diary.
Here are more dates, yes our work days this month. How about Saturdays the 10th and 24th Jan. 9.30 am til 12.30 pm? That’s OK then.
Plenty of coffee etc about eleven. Thanks to one and all for the whole
of last year and for what is to come.

Mike Porter

MAGAZINE 2015
Please don’t forget to send the envelope which was stapled to the December magazine with your contribution of £6 towards the cost of producing the magazine, to one of the below ASAP.
PLEASE DROP IT IN TO VALERIE GRAHAM, GABLE HOUSE,
VILLAGE STREET
OR
GRETA SOLLETT, CHURCH COTTAGE, SCHOOL HILL
OR
JOAN HILLYARD, HAM FARM COTTAGES, CUBBINGTON ROAD

PAGE 9

www.offchurch.org.uk

Offchurch News

Southam College Spring Term 2015
Community Courses

Most classes commence week beginning Monday, 12th January. Evening courses run from 7.30-9.30 for a maximum of 9
Weeks (excluding half term break beginning 16th February) unless shown otherwise. Please arrive 15 minutes early for the
first session to allow time for enrolment. For further information and to register to guarantee your place, please contact
Sue Hawthorn or Chris Dudley on 01926 810942 or at
commed.s@welearn365.com
Southam College Evening courses beginning:

MONDAY, 12th January 2015
Cake decorating and sugar paste flowers
Spanish for beginners (term 2) – 7.00-9.00pm
Woodturning – session 1 - 6.30-8.00pm
Woodturning– session 2 – 8.00-9.30pm

Wednesday 14th January
Dressmaking for Spring - starts 7th January 7.00-9.00pm
Computing - Internet and emails (5 weeks)
Intro to Excel 2007- 3 weeks (starts 25th February)
Intro to decorating cupcakes – 6 weeks (starts 21st Jan)
Intro to Patchwork, Quilting and Applique 5 weeks
Winter warmer cookery - 7.00-9.00pm 5 weeks
Yoga - session 1 - 6.30 – 7.30pm
Yoga – session 2 - 7.45 – 9.15pm
Programme subject to amendment. For the most up
to date information and a short description of most
of these courses please contact us or visit our page
on Southam College website
www.southamcollege.com/CommEd1 .
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Thursday 15th January
Cake decorating and sugar paste flowers
Pilates – 7.00-8.00pm

Daytime Courses in Southam
Graham Adams Centre
Fitness, fun and flexibility Wednesday 9.30-10.30am
Water Colour Painting Wednesday 1.00-3.00pm
Water Colour Painting Thursday 1.00-3.00pm
Water Colour Painting Friday 1.00-3.00pm

Courses in the villages
Harbury Village Hall –
(Farley room)
Upholstery & soft furnishing
Monday 9.15-11.15am

Tom Hauley Room Harbury
Yoga
Wednesday 7.00 – 8.30pm

Offchurch Village Hall
Upholstery & soft furnishing
Tuesday 9.30-11.30am

Stockton Village Hall
Upholstery & soft furnishing
Tuesday 1.00-3.00pm

Ufton Village Hall
Cake decorating and sugarpaste flowers
Tuesday 10.00 – 12 noon

Pilates Thursday 9.30 – 10.30am
PAGE 11
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Oﬀchurch Weather-watch – November 2014
Despite it being a particularly cloudy month, with some rain most days,
at 62 mm November’s rainfall was around average for Offchurch, which
is 68 mm for this month. This cloud cover maintained the average temperature 1.1 °C above the average for the area at 8.2 °C. However, the
downside to this cloud was the lack of sunshine in our area with only 50
hours during the month, which is 20% lower than average.

Air pressure was below average for the month with only a couple of
days when pressure rose above 1020 hPa. This coincided with the
coldest night on the 25th when the temperature fell below zero to 2.6°C

Weather facts
Will it be a white Christmas this year? By the time you read this we will
know. In order to be classified as such a single snowflake must be observed falling during the 24 hours of Christmas Day at a specified location. Traditionally this location was the Met Office building in London but
as betting has increased, more locations may be specified, including
Buckingham Palace, Edinburgh Castle and Coronation Street in Manchester. Christmas 2010 was the last white one and, unusually, reported
snow lying at 83% of its recording stations, the highest percentage in the
past 50 years. (Facts from wwe.metoffice.gov.uk)
RKS
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EATHORPE. HUNNINGHAM, OFFCHURCH AND
WAPPENBURY JOINT PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 18th November 2014, at
Eathorpe at 7.30pm.
PRESENT
Councillor W.Redford chairman, councillors Mrs. S Goddard,
D.Mcdaid, J.Hammon, Mrs. M.Green, Mrs C.Foyer, M.Burgun,
M.Brooks and Mrs. J.Seaton.
Also present District Councillor M.Doody.
1.APOLOGIES
Received from councillors S.Palmer, D.Mynors and N.Pratt.
2.DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

None

3. MINUTES
Councillor Mynors’ name had been omitted from the apologies.
This alteration having been made, the minutes were agreed and
signed by the chairman.
4.MATTERS ARISING
The dog waste bin at Offchurch has still not been emptied. To
contact Roger Hoof at the District Council.
5. PUBLIC SPEAKERS

None

6.PLANNING
W141346.Hollyberry House Offchurch extension granted
W141045.Plum Tree Cottage Hunningham rooflight do
W141420.Elms Farm, Hunningham cattleshed refused
W141576.Highfield Offchurch extension
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7.HIGHWAYS
Councillor Mrs. Green had advised the clerk of various matters in need of attention at Hunningham, and these had been
passed to Highways.
Mr Johnson had responded over hedge trimming to the effect
that he would be prepared to meet local councillors on site, to
discuss the matter. Clerk to make arrangements.
The walkway at Offchurch bridge is overgrown and gullies are
silted up.
The pavement on School Hill Offchurch is moss covered and
very slippy.
It is noted that a previously tarmac area near the church at
Wappenbury has been re-seeded which is inadequate;
Councillor Redford to contact Tom Mannion.
The approach towards Leamington From Wappenbury near
The Bull has overgrown hedges obscuring the view for traffic.
Overtaking vehicles on Welsh Road are causing danger and
Councillor Redford will ask for a site visit.
8.POLICE MATTERS
Councillor Doody reported an oak bench stolen from St Gregory’s Church. He asks Offchurch councillors to contact Blackdown Growers who have offered a replacement in teak or mahogany.
9. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Councillor Redford gave an update on defibrillators.
The response from councillors to the recent email indicated a
preference to take up the offer of the Air Ambulance service.
It is not possible to use 2 different suppliers.
3 defibrillators and 1 cabinet have been ordered so far, delivery awaited. Councillor Redford is to arrange training. Suitable sites to be decided.
The clerk has applied for a grant from Warwick Rural Community Council and awaits a decision.
Two other suggestions for grants were mentioned, the clerk to
be advised of details for application.
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10 CORRESPONDENCE
The clerk confirmed that Valerie Graham and Greta Sollett will
continue to be our representatives on the Aylesford and Haddon
Charity.
11.HS2
Councillor Burgun gave an update on the current position, and
kindly provided the following summary.
1 The HS2 notes in the 7th October 2014 JPC meeting ended with
a summary of the Government Select Committee visit that afternoon to Cubbington and Offchurch.
Since then, it is vital that the various petitioning groups present a
united front to the Select Committee and HS2 Ltd.
2. The Offchurch Action Group chair had written on October 5
2014 to the JPC expressing concern ref the WCC petition not
covering major points in the JPC petition and urging a common
approach be adopted for the area to avoid the risk of a lack of
consistency in front of the Select Committee.
3. On 21st October 2014 full instructions were given to a barrister,
C.Parry of Winkworth Sherwood, to represent us when our 5 petitions are presented to the Select Committee.
4. On 27/28 October 2014 WCC had 2 days of hearings with the
Select Committee.
5. On 7th November 2014 WCC held a meeting with Action Group
chairs. At that meeting concern was expressed that WCC had negotiated and reached some level of understanding with HS2 in
front of the Select Committee without involving petitioners in the
same localities e.g. parish councils and action groups. This is of
particular concern since the WCC petition is not aligned to parish
councils/action groups on some important aspects of our petition.
6. The subject raised in item 5 above, is the subject of rising concern and the issue is to be raised at the next WCC action meeting.
7. Accordingly, WCC were specifically requested to ensure that
they avoided the same situation occurring again.
8. WDC, whose position is closely aligned to that of the parish
councils/action groups readily agreed to this request and recommended 2 distinct actions are carried out, namely -
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8.1 A list of key points be sent to them before their meeting with their legal team on 24th November 2014.
8.2 A meeting be held between WDC/Parish Council
reps/Action Group chairs prior to WDC presentation to
the Select Committee on 7th January2015.
These two actions were agreed and WDC thanked for this proactive approach.
9. On 14th November 2014, the Promoter Response Documents
(PRD) were received. As expected, HS2 Ltd maintained their
position that nothing further was required, a stance that will be
robustly challenged when we meet with the Select Committee.
10. The date for that meeting is not yet known, but is expected
to be no earlier than mid/late January 2015
12.FINANCE
Eathorpe may eventually need a new notice board if the bus
shelter is used for a defibrillator, we may also receive a request
for repairs to steps at Offchurch Village Hall.
Request for village hall insurance declined because of other
commitments.
Payments:- Chq 1180 £20 room hire. 1181 £240 clerk. 1182 £60
tax. 1183 £64,35 expenses.
13.PLAYGROUNDS
ried out.

Annual and quarterly inspections car-

14. A.O.B.
None
Next meeting 20th January 2015 at Hunningham.
Meeting closed at 8.25pm.

Classes run at the Village Hall on Thursdays 5.45—6.45 and 7—
8.00pm.
Cost is £10 per class (drop-in) or £8 per class when
booked as a block. There will no longer be a 12.15 pm class.
Contact Judy on 07508 831359.
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Computer Problems?
Call Jan Lucas
System set up
Troubleshooting
Personal Tuition
Computer / tablet / phone
Locally based (Bubbenhall)

I can :
Help you get your ﬁrst computer or upgrade your
exis ng one
Sort out any problems on your PC / tablet / phone
Teach you how to use it eﬃciently
Teach you at your own pace, one-to-one
02476 307 988 - 07847 015 154
www.bootfinder.co.uk
References available – websites also undertaken

Offchurch Village Hall
Available for hire
To check availability, visit:

www.offchurch.org.uk/village-hall
To make a booking or for more information:

07943 556133 or
villagehall@offchurch.org.uk
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Mobile Library Dates for 2015
These will be included in future issues but in case you wish to
mark up your 2015 calendars early ..
January 2, 23
February 13
March 6,27
April 17
May 8, 29
June 19

July 10, 31
August 21
September 11
October 2,23
November 13
December 4
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