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This document, in draft form, was presented to residents of Offchurch in December 2010. It was circulated to all
Offchurch households by the Plan Steering Group - the Group set up by the Offchurch Parish Councillors to draw
up the plan. Following a specially convened parish meeting in January 2011 the draft, with some amendments,
was approved by residents and became the final Offchurch Plan.
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SECTION ONE: INTRODUCTION
This is a report on the action points that arise from the various consultations carried out during 2010 in the
Offchurch area. It is intended to be a document that summarises some of the issues that the residents would
like to be addressed. As a 'stand-alone' document it will be referred to as The Offchurch Plan. It is hoped
that all of the data on which it is based will also be used to inform all those agencies that have a
responsibility to work with, and for, the Offchurch community. The background data can be obtained from
Parish Councillors or can be found on the Offchurch website http://www.offchurch.org.uk/offchurch-plan

SECTION TWO: BACKGROUND TO OFFCHURCH
Offchurch (Offa's Church) is a small rural parish located south-east of Leamington Spa in Warwickshire. There
is one village and scattered settlements elsewhere. There are approximately 110 households and 260 people
with a broad age distribution of around 25% under 30 (about 35 of these under 18); 40% 31-59; and 30% over
60. Around twenty nine businesses, employing over 100 people, are based in Offchurch and around 33% of
residents are employed full-time; 13% part-time and 20% self-employed. About 38% of the residents live in
rented accommodation and 61% are owner occupiers.
In the village of Offchurch there is an ancient church, a Retreat House, 1 public house, a Village Hall and a
sports field on the edge of the parish. There are no shops, no school and no regular public transport.
Geographically the parish spreads along a ridge and it is approximately bordered by a stream adjacent to the
Grand Union canal to the south and the River Leam to the north and west. Key transport routes cross the
parish including the Roman Fosse Way and the old Welsh Road drovers' route; a national cycle route; and now
the proposed high speed train route (HS2). Whilst these transport links have provided benefits to Offchurch,
their negative impacts are escalating particularly with the increase in road traffic. The HS2 route is also a
considerable threat given its likely impact on the tranquillity of the area and on housing and other land blight.
These are issues that provide the context for the Offchurch Plan which follows.

SECTION THREE: BACKGROUND TO THE PLANNING PROCESS
3.1 WHAT WAS OUR APPROACH?
The development of parish-level plans has been a central government initiative supported by all political
parties, in order to strengthen democracy at a local level. Both District and County Councils in Warwickshire
have actively encouraged them as a way of ensuring that services respond to issues that really matter to local
communities.
The Offchurch community voted at a village meeting in September 2008 to proceed to draw up an Offchurch
Plan and a Steering Group was formed. Three key features of the Offchurch approach were firstly on the type
of plan - we decided not to just draw up a minimalist 'shopping list' of the things that we thought the
councils could afford to give us. Instead we wanted a wider reflection of the needs and aspirations of the
community. Secondly on the development of the plan - we wanted to use the process to strengthen the
community. Thirdly on the quality of the plan we were committed to following best professional practice.
The Offchurch Plan group therefore set out to collect qualitative information on a wide range of activities,
going beyond the parish boundary including all those who identify with Offchurch as their residential
community as well as those who have a business or leisure interest in Offchurch. We involved the community
democratically at key moments in this process. We conducted open meetings in accord with a constitution
and Ground Rules, produced regular updates in the magazine Offchurch News and distributed two FAQ
sheets. We engaged a professional analyst for the household questionnaire and followed professional
guidance on ethical conduct relating to questionnaire design, distribution, analysis and write-up.
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3.2 WHAT DID WE DO?
The Steering Group began in October 2008 and The Offchurch Plan was approved by residents in January
2011. Prior to the publication of the draft Plan the following three background reports were produced and
made available to all residents:
Volume One: Analysis of Household Questionnaire data is the statistical report from the independent
analyst, published July 2010
Volume Two: Report on Surveys is the separate summary of 5 of the data collection surveys explained below,
published July 2010
Volume Three: Summary Report is the integrated summary of all of the data in Volumes One and Two,
published in draft July 2010 and as a final document in December 2010
The six surveys that were conducted were:
Household Questionnaire: The key focus of the questionnaire was qualitative, aiming to acquire a sense of the
issues that concerned residents. The questionnaire was distributed, in January 2010, to all voters and residents
in Offchurch as well as to some properties on the boundaries. The design, distribution and analysis of the
questionnaire were informed by strong ethical practice. The data was analysed by an independent consultant
and individual responses have remained confidential. The questionnaire was drawn up with participation from
residents and each of their 83 suggestions was responded to individually. Although this was a large survey
covering 161 questions, the response was very high - 173 questionnaires were returned (79%) and over 3,580
respondent comments were coded. The consultant's report is in Volume One and the analysis which was
undertaken from that forms the most substantial part of the summary document in Volume Three.
Children and Young People's Consultation: This was held in January 2010 and took the form of an Ideas and
Activities Day attended by 33 children and 24 parents. During the event various activities were organised to
help children give voice to their experiences of living in Offchurch. Over 500 separate comments were coded
and included in the analysis. A full account of the event and outcome can be found in Volume 2. A key finding
was the extent to which young people's inability to walk or cycle - either within or outside of Offchurch - has
lead to social isolation.
Community Groups Survey: In May 2009 this was sent to the officers of 15 community groups which meet in
Offchurch, in order to gain a full picture of life in the village; to know about the needs of these groups; and to
see if the Offchurch Plan could be used to assist these groups. There was an 87% response and a summary of
the data is published in Volume 2. A key finding was the extent to which the viability of activities in Offchurch
relies on participation from those living elsewhere.
Local Business Survey: This was sent to 29 businesses based in Offchurch parish during Spring 2009. There
was a 62% response and a summary of the data is published in Volume 2. The questionnaire was concerned
to find out whether there were any issues that businesses felt a Plan could help them to address; and
whether they had any plans for the future that should be incorporated in The Offchurch Plan. A key finding
was that amongst the 62% replying, 96 people were employed.
Utility and Services Survey: In June 2009 questions were sent to the local offices of 25 companies who
deliver utilities and services which have an impact on Offchurch. There was a 72% response rate but only 2
gave specific information. A summary of the data is published in Volume 2. A key finding is that national
utilities do not yet seem to have 'bought in' to community plans and are not yet set up to respond to
community plan enquiries.
HS2 Questionnaire: In July 2010 a separate questionnaire on the proposed High Speed train (HS2) was
distributed within the same area as the household questionnaire. There was an 81% response rate and a key
finding is the very high levels of concern (over 90%) at the likely impact of HS2. The data is in Appendix B of
Volume One and a summary is in Volume Two.
The group has received funding from Warwick District Council and the Warwick East Rural Community Forum
to cover the cost of the independent analysis, the production and printing of the draft and final plans, and
venue hire.
offchurch plan 2011
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3.3 WHERE NOW?
The Action Points in the Offchurch Plan point to the areas that have been identified by the residents as
important to them. The County and District Councils are committed to responding to issues raised by a Plan
and the Offchurch Parish Councillors, via the Joint Parish Council, will be formally submitting the Plan to
them.
The next stage in Offchurch will be for working groups - see Section 4.1 - to take forward individual actions,
identifying different ways in which they could be achieved and pursuing a range of paths to ensure this. In
some cases implementation could be fast and comprehensive but in other cases it is likely to take some years
and may only be partial. In some cases residents will get on and achieve the change by themselves but in
other cases it will involve outside bodies.
The Offchurch Plan will therefore become a fluid document as over the years parts are achieved, altered or
put aside and new items are added. Such changes will be reviewed and changes made through an agreed
procedure. However, through all of the consultations that the residents have so whole-heartedly responded
to, we do now have a firm evidence base to pursue issues that matter to Offchurch.

Children &
Young
People’s
Consultation
Day
January 2010
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SECTION FOUR: THE ACTION POINTS
4.1 LEAD RESPONSIBILITY AND IMPLEMENTATION
Against each action point in the plan the Steering Group has identified 'who is to lead' i.e. who is going to
take responsibility for pursuing the topic. For some topics this lead responsibility is allocated to an existing
group e.g. Parish Council, Village Hall Committee, HS2 Action Group etc. However, for other topics the lead
responsibility is given to a 'champion' or a working group not currently in existence.
These new lead groups/persons will only emerge gradually and an Implementation Group (see below) will
take action in the first instance to set up these new groups or seek a designated champion. Once a lead
group/person has been identified the Implementation Group will hand over responsibility to that
group/person. We hope that interested people will come forward to take responsibility - or join a group
taking responsibility - for issues which they are interested in and want to contribute to resolving. For some
topics however, it is quite possible that no one will express an interest and therefore those issues will not be
taken forward, or at least not initially.
As work on the action points begins there will be a need to co-ordinate the activities of the various
groups/individuals leading on specific topics. An Implementation Group has therefore been established to
provide support, resolve issues where there is an overlap between lead groups, and co-ordinate work across
the whole span of the plan. The Implementation Group will also ensure continuity of contact between the
Parish Council and the progress of the Offchurch Plan.
The term 'partners', which follows after the name of the 'Lead', suggests organisations, groups or individuals
with whom the lead group/person could attempt to work to achieve their objectives.
The time in the 'when' column is the time identified after the formation of the action group for a simple progress
report to be made to the Implementation Group.
4.2 PRIORITIES
We have attempted to roughly prioritise issues through designating them A, B or C codes where A is the
highest priority. This prioritisation is only offered as guidance as we recognise that other factors will play a
part such as which issues attract residents to volunteer to pursue them and the timing of policy initiatives in
other agencies which may encourage Offchurch to bring forward items of lower priority.
4.3 ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS
CPRE
DDA
HS2
JPC
MP
OPC
PCC
VHC
WCC
WDC
WERCF
WRCC

Campaign to Preserve Rural England
Disability Discrimination Act
High Speed Train proposal
Joint Parish Council
Member of Parliament
Offchurch Parish Councillors
Parochial Church Council
Village Hall Committee
Warwickshire County Council
Warwick District Council
Warwickshire East Rural Community Forum
Warwickshire Rural Communities Council
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Warwick East Rural Community Forum (WERCF).
The Forum - one of a number of such forums established across the
county - provides an opportunity for elected representatives from all
tiers of local government - County, District, and Parish - to meet together
with the Police, other community representatives, and local residents.
Residents are able to hear the latest news and ask questions about
services, and thus influence decision-making. The Forum has an
important role to play in helping to establish the priorities for
neighbourhood policing and in the allocation of grants to support
community projects
Warwickshire Rural Community Council (WRCC)
WRCC is an independent charity which helps and encourages people
living in rural areas to develop their communities. The council has a
small team of staff who provide a range of services including: advocacy,
promoting social inclusion, networking with service providers, and
motivating communities to undertake activities. WRCC has close links
with statutory and voluntary agencies and has provided support to the
Offchurch Plan Steering Group at key points during the project.
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TRANSPORT, ROADS & PAVEMENTS
ACTION

HOW

WHO

WHEN
PRIORITY

ROAD & PEDESTRIAN
SAFETY
Address the following
concerns:
! Radford Bottom Lock
speed over bridge, lack of
pavement, parking
concerns
! Junction Welsh Road/
Long Itchington Road
speed, Greenway crossing
! Fosse Way by canal bridge
- relocate south bound
lay-by
! Junctions Fosse/ Welsh
Road and Fosse/ Long
Itchington Road speed
and 'blind' crossings
! Welsh Road (incl.
Butcher's Hill) cycle and
pedestrian safety, speed,
type of traffic
! Village Street parking,
type of traffic
! School Hill parking,
gritting
! Welsh Road bridge speed,
type of traffic, pedestrian
safety
! T junction at bottom of
School Hill pedestrian
crossing (school bus stop)

Set up an Offchurch Road Safety Action Group to
work with the OPC.
Meet with the Police and WCC Highways
Department to consider the following for each
listed concern:
! speed limits
! speed reduction measures
! dangerous driving
! weight limits
! HGV weight and width restrictions
! monitoring of road traffic
! lay-bys
! parking restrictions
! improved pedestrian and cycle routes
! improved signage to local businesses

Lead: Offchurch
Road Safety
Action Group

6 months

A

Partners:
OPC,
WDC,
CPRE,
WCC

HS2
Actively support the wishes
of the majority of residents
to oppose HS2

Engage with WCC, WDC, MP to commit then to
opposing HS2. Alert the above bodies to how HS2
will undermine the achievement of objectives in
the Offchurch Plan e.g. widening access to the
countryside; enhancing the environment; possible
dis-investment in Offchurch facilities; the repair,
investment in and conservation of buildings and
businesses due to blight.
Address residents’ concerns to minimise the
impact of HS2 should it go ahead, and to obtain
true compensation where applicable.

Lead: Offchurch
HS2 Action
Group

3 months

A

Partners: OPC,
WDC,
CPRE,
WCC

ROAD MARGINS
Improve the visibility and
safety at road junctions and
bends by ensuring better
management and
maintenance of the roadside
environment

6

Discuss improvements to the management plan with
the WCC and adjoining landowners

Lead: OPC
Partners: WDC,
WCC,
adjoining
landowners

12 months

B
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TRANSPORT, ROADS & PAVEMENTS
ACTION
MAINTENANCE OF
PAVEMENTS & FOOTPATHS
Improve the use of existing
pedestrian routes

NETWORK OF PAVEMENTS &
FOOTPATHS
Improve the overall network
of pavements and footpaths

HOW

WHO

Explore solutions with local residents and the WCC
to include improvements to street lighting;
improvements to the maintenance of pavements
and paths including salting key paths in winter;
cutting back vegetation and repairing kerbstones;
enhancing the accessibility of paths and pavements
through fuller compliance with the spirit and letter
of the DDA including wheelchair use of Greenway;
reducing the incidence of pavement parking and
dog fouling; and investigate improvements to signs
and notices on public footpaths

Lead: OPC

Meet with representatives of the WCC to develop
new pavements or footpaths to link parts of the
village with the Greenway (e.g. new footpaths
behind the hedges on Butcher's Hill and Welsh Rd
between the river and School Hill); to link
pedestrian routes with each other; to improve the
ability to access existing paths; and to include a
focus on addressing social isolation due to this issue

Lead: OPC

Partners: WDC,
WCC,
adjoining
landowners

Partners: WCC,
adjacent
landowners,
Ramblers
Association

WHEN
PRIORITY

12 months

B

6 months

B

Meet with local landowners to discuss permissive
use of private land for these purposes
CYCLEWAYS
Improve the overall network
of cycle routes

Meet with representatives of the WCC and Sustrans
to develop new cycle routes, e.g. Welsh Rd between
Cubbington and Southam; extension of Greenway
towards Rugby; along the Fosse Way; and others.
Review usage of existing routes

SCHOOL TRANSPORT
Consider whether there are
ways to improve the
transport services to schools
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Lead: OPC
Partners: WCC,
Sustrans,
adjacent
landowners

Ascertain what provision is currently available, any
difficulties inherent in that and any desired
improvements

Lead: Group of
parents

Organise lift sharing within and across schools if
appropriate

Partners: WCC,
OPC, individual
schools

6 months

B

3 months

B
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TRANSPORT, ROADS & PAVEMENTS
ACTION

HOW

WHO

WHEN
PRIORITY

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Explore options for
establishing a regular, daily
bus/minibus service to
Leamington

Discuss with WCC Transport Section
Input to WCC Transport Strategy
Discuss as part of a residents' meeting

Investigate forming a
community scheme to share
transport and to assist those
unable to use public
transport [including
addressing social exclusion
issues and the social isolation
of children and young
people]

Lead: OPC
Partners: WCC
Transport and
Education, taxi
services, any
neighbouring
villages that
have a village
taxi, voluntary
sector transport
groups

6 months

B

Children & Young People’s Consultation Day
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ACTIVITIES & LEISURE
ACTION
ACTIVITIES AND FACILITIES
FOR CHILDREN & YOUNG
PEOPLE
Address the issue of social
isolation experienced by
some children in Offchurch
Develop leisure and
recreational opportunities
for young people of all age
groups
Improve the quality and
range of play equipment in
the parish

SPORTS CLUB
Increase the facilities offered
by, and the use of, the Sports
Club.

HOW

Set up a group of parents and children charged with:
! Drawing up proposals to improve the quality of
play equipment. These proposals do not have to be
confined to the Village Field but could include
Greenway, church yard, sports field, and
partnerships with private land owners e.g. The Stag
or permissive use of un-used fields/woods e.g. for
sledging
! Facilitating a meeting between children, young
people, parents and the WCC Youth Worker to
consider expanding the services available to
younger residents of Offchurch, including those with
a disability. This should include linking the village
with neighbouring parishes where facilities already
exist, and expanding the use of existing (as well as
possibly new) facilities eg provision of a Greenway
'green gym'

Lead:
Parents and
Children's
Group

Explore ways in which to support the redevelopment efforts of the Sports Club and consider
whether wider access to the Club could 'open up'
more funds.

Lead: Leisure
Champion(s)

Investigate whether the proposed route for HS2 will
lead to dis-investment in the current Sports Club
site, and whether a new site in the parish should be
sought
ACTIVITIES FOR ALL
Provide a more diverse range
of sports and other
recreational activities e.g.
cinema/film club
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WHO

Seek interested resident(s) who would be an
Offchurch Leisure Champion(s) and would:
! Research ideas for developing new activities and
call an open meeting to gauge support including
exploring setting up such activities with other
villages
! Consider ways of expanding the sporting facilities
on offer in ways which respond to the
needs expressed during the
consultation process. This refers to
both possible new facilities and more
open use of existing facilities
! Give greater publicity to nearby
sports facilities and clubs
! Ensure that a wider range of facilities
and activities are accessible to those
with disabilities e.g. the use of
Greenway by wheelchair users.

Partners:
VHC,
WCC Youth
worker, Leisure
Champion(s)
OPC,
PCC,
Sports Club,
private
landowners

Partners:
Sports Club
Committee,
WCC, WDC

Lead: Leisure
Champion(s)
Partners: Sports
Club,
OPC,
VHC

WHEN
PRIORITY

12 months

A

3 months

A

12 months

B
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ACTIVITIES & LEISURE
ACTION
VILLAGE FIELD
Develop the use of the
Village Field.

HOW
Seek finances to expand the facilities
Develop a plan to expand and promote the use of
the Field
Publicise the results of the safety inspector's reports

PRE-SCHOOL PROVISION
Provide playgroup or other
childcare facilities within the
parish if needed

FURTHER EDUCATION &
LEISURE COURSES
Encourage further education
and leisure courses which
residents could organise /
join, including during the
School holiday periods

10

Ask the Children and Families representative on the
Village Hall Committee to have an ongoing brief to
ascertain and respond to need

Seek to identify an Offchurch Leisure Champion(s)
!to keep abreast of course service changes that will
impact on Offchurch
!to keep residents informed of such changes
!to try to influence course providers to respond to
needs in Offchurch
!to regularly advertise courses available in nearby
centres, in Offchurch News

WHO
Lead: Leisure
champion
Partners: JPC,
VHC, Parents'
Group, WDC,
Sports Club,
Croquet Club

Lead: VHC
Partners:
Interested
parents

Lead: Leisure
champion(s)
Partners:
Course
providers,
VHC,
Sports Club

WHEN
PRIORITY

6 months

B

1 month

C

12 months

C
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ENVIRONMENT
ACTION

HOW

WHO

WHEN
PRIORITY

FLOODING
Reduce the risk of flooding
Improve the management of
periods of flooding

Ask the Environment Agency and WCC to undertake
a full appraisal of flooding in Offchurch with a view
to more effective management
Request better use of road diversion signs warning
of floods, and a depth gauge at the lowest point

Lead: OPC
Partners:
Environment
Agency, WCC,
WDC

12 months

A

POLLUTION
Set up a warning system to
alert residents when farmers
plan to spray local fields
Address pollution in water
courses

Establish a group of interested residents to consult
with farmers and the WCC/WDC to find the best
way of alerting residents
Consult with farmers and Severn Trent to establish
the severity of water pollution and to find the best
ways of addressing it

Lead: Residents'
Pollution Group
Partners: Local
farmers,
WCC/WDC,
Severn Trent

6 months

C

WASTE WATER
Improve the quality of
waste water services

Ask for a report on the quality of water in the River
Leam particularly with relation to the outflow from
the Eathorpe Sewage Works.

Lead: OPC

Ask for a report on quality tests done on Offchurch
water and how it compares to the highest
standards, particularly with relation to levels of
hardness, fluoride and chlorine.

Lead: OPC

Discuss the management plans for the canal,
Greenway and roadside verges with the owners

Lead: OPC

Partners:
Severn Trent,
WDC

6 months

C

DRINKING WATER
Improve the quality of
drinking water

Partners:
Severn Trent

6 months

C

MANAGEMENT OF THE
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
Enhance the value of the
natural environment in
Offchurch

Explore the potential for
enhancing facilities on the
canal, eg installing benches
Explore ways in which the
community could take
responsibility for some
aspects of the management
of the natural environment,
eg along Greenway and the
canal towpath, in pocket
woodlands, local ponds and
areas of meadow
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Partners:
volunteer
group, Sustrans,
Waterways
Board, JPC,
WCC, WDC,
WARNCT,
Woodlands
Trust, private
landlords, Canal
Trust, HS2
Action Group

6 months

C
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ENVIRONMENT
ACTION
GREEN ISSUES
Explore ways of addressing
green issues eg alternative
sources of energy; communal
composting; litter pollution;
recycling and rubbish
collection; use of garden and
agricultural chemicals;
intelligent street lighting; recycling grey water;
enhancing the energy
efficiency of buildings in
Offchurch
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HOW

WHO

Set up an 'Offchurch Green Group' to draw up
proposals and take responsibility for implementing
an action programme to address these issues

Lead: Offchurch
Green Group

In respect of buildings the Group's brief will be to
obtain and share information about energy saving
technology, the availability of grants, any planning
implications and economic appraisal of such
technology

Partners:
Residents,
WDC, WCC,
Action 21 (or
similar)

WHEN

PRIORITY

12 months

C

Move to communal implementation of schemes if
deemed appropriate
Explore the existing provision of energy supplies and
proposals for the future
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CRIME, HEALTH & EMERGENCIES
ACTION

HOW

WHO

WHEN
PRIORITY

BURGLARIES & THEFT
Seek to reduce the incidence
of criminality

Lead:
Neighbourhood
Watch interest
group
Partners: Police,
OPC, WERCF,
Victim Support

6 months

12 months

Give wider publicity to existing emergency plans

Lead: OPC
Partners: WDC,
WCC, JPC, NHS,
statutory
emergency
services, utility
services

Discuss issues raised in the questionnaire with the
Police and invite them to a future Residents'
Meeting

Lead:
Neighbourhood
Watch group

3 months

Improve the liaison between emergency services,
the OPC, and residents

Partners: OPC,
Police

Consider increased provision of a parish-based
medical response

Lead: PCC

Pursue with the Police and through the WERCF
Explore the viability of setting up a Neighbourhood
Watch scheme

B

CIVIL EMERGENCIES
Ensure robust arrangements
are in place to respond to
civil and health emergencies
and that these are
communicated to residents

Review the local emergency plan(s) and extend
these if appropriate

B

EMERGENCY SERVICES
Improve police 999 response

B

PERSONAL EMERGENCIES
Consolidate provision for
community responses to
personal emergencies or
crises

Discuss the capacity of church communities to
respond to personal care emergencies, and the
nature of such responses
Include information about emergency provision for
housing and care on the Offchurch website, notice
boards and magazine

Partners:
church
communities,
trained first
aiders, WCC,
WDC

3 months

C

EXISTING & NEW
HEALTH SERVICES
Encourage improvements
to personal health, and
to health services
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Seek to identify an Offchurch Health Champion with a
brief to:
! influence health services to respond to needs in
Offchurch
! keep residents informed of changes to such
services
! Encourage the development of more 'keep fit'
opportunities in Offchurch eg a 'green gym' along
Greenway, age-appropriate sporting activities,
and organising group access to a local gym

Lead: Offchurch
Health
Champion
Partners: PCT,
Local GP
practices,
Leisure
Champion

6 months

C
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BUSINESSES & RETAIL SERVICES
ACTION

HOW

WHO

Explore the possibility of selling basic provisions
bread, milk, produce, sweets and groceries - in the
parish, eg at The Stag, Retreat House, Village Hall or
a mobile service

Lead: Shopping
Interest Group

WHEN
PRIORITY

COMMUNITY SHOPPING
Improve access to shops

Offer (free) training in internet shopping

Partners: VHC,
Local
businesses,
IT Champion

6 months

C

Investigate whether there would be an interest in
communal buying

BUSINESS SUPPORT
Provide support to local
businesses

Invite Offchurch businesses to report annually on
any of their needs that could be addressed locally

Lead: OPC

Annual

Partners:
Offchurch
businesses

C

USING LOCAL BUSINESSES
Encourage the use of local
businesses and communicate
information about quality
providers

Advertise Offchurch businesses on the website at no
cost
Create an 'I Recommend' page in the Offchurch
News and on the website

Lead: WebMaster and
Editor
'Offchurch
News‘

3 months

C

Partners: IT
Champion

14
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INFORMATION & COMMUNICATIONS
ACTION

HOW

WHO

WHEN
PRIORITY

WEB SITE
Enhance the use made of the
Offchurch web site
Include consideration of an
internet forum for the village,
particularly in order to
combat social isolation of
children

Further advertise the existence and value of the
web site in the Offchurch News
Consider including on the website space for
discussion and comment possibly including an
Offchurch children's blog
Seek to provide (local, free) training on both finding
and authoring material on a web site
Look into the possibility of publicly accessible
computer facilities

Lead: IT
Champion
Partners: Web
site manager/
editor, editor
of Offchurch
News, parent
and children's
group, PCC,
VHC

6 months

B

BROADBAND
Improve the current
broadband service to the
parish

Seek clarification about the government's plans for
a national high speed provision
Discuss with national providers the reasons for the
inadequate service in Offchurch and possibilities for
improving this
Gather data particularly from businesses based in
Offchurch on the impacts of slow connection speeds
Develop links with people campaigning for
improvements in villages adjacent to Offchurch

Lead: IT
Champion
Partners:
Residents,
British Telecom,
interested
activists in the
nearby villages

6 months

B

WELCOME PACK
Produce a Welcome Pack for
newcomers to the village,
including a village map with
house names

Seek to identify an interested resident(s) to produce
the pack

Lead: Interested
resident(s)
Partners: OPC,
PCC, VHC

12 months

B

NEEDS OF VISITORS
Produce an information
leaflet for visitors on local
walks, facilities, places of
interest etc.
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Seek to identify an interested resident(s) to produce
a leaflet which would be available for visitors and
residents and post the information on the website

Lead: Interested
resident(s)
Partners: web
site editor

18 months

C
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BUILDINGS
ACTION

HOW

WHO

WHEN
PRIORITY

CONSERVATION OF
BUILDINGS & TREES
Enhance the conservation of
the character of the whole of
Offchurch parish

Encourage renovation and re-use of empty
properties including non-residential
Review the contents of the WDC Design Guides and
consider whether that guidance should be
expanded in relation to Offchurch
Consider whether to conserve any properties/trees
in addition to the current 'listed' ones

Lead: OPC

12 months

Partners: WDC,
WCC, English
Heritage or
similar

B

Invite owners of listed properties/trees to clarify
any difficulties that they have in complying with the
conservation orders, and any ways in which they
could be helped with this
Consider tree planting to replace the elms and
chestnuts which gave character to Offchurch

HOUSING
Using the full details in the
questionnaire, reflect the
variety of views about
housing provision in
Offchurch (see below)

Refer comments from consultation to JPC for
consideration

Lead: OPC

3 months

B

Partners: WRCC

All 34 Action points have been developed from, and are supported by, the consultation data - data which was
summarized in Volume 3 of the plan. This summary can be accessed in full on www.offchurch.org.uk/offchurch-plan.
The following extract relating to ‘Housing’ illustrates the scope and style of the summaries.
‘Of the 173 returned questionnaires, 138 (80%) responded to this question of which 79 (57%) replied that they did not want the Plan to
address the issue. Their 10 comments made four points: an objection to any new building that would change the current character of the
village; an objection to any 'affordable housing'; the view that the current mixture of housing types is satisfactory; and that the Council
adequately plans for all housing needs (so there is no need for the Plan to include the issue). A further comment from this group of
respondents who did not want the Plan to address housing did however ask that the issue of derelict cottages should be addressed.
The 49 people (43% of respondents to this question) who did think that the Plan should address housing issues submitted 59 comments.
23 of the comments referred to derelict and empty houses - how they spoil the village and reduce the number of residents. A further 33
comments were in favour of some housing development with 18 specifically mentioning the need for low cost/ affordable / starter/
shared ownership/ or social housing. A comment from the children's survey says “attract young people to the village because it is full of
old”. The comments on development made four main points: controlled expansion of housing would keep a balanced community (12
comments); it was important to provide the housing that would enable families to remain together (9 comments); smaller housing would
enable older people to downsize within the village (7 comments); rented housing did not give people a long term stake in the village and
often led to housing insecurity and/ or poor housing conditions (5 comments).
Other points made by those in favour of some housing development included that: a survey of housing need could provide a useful
context for addressing this issue (3 comments); new housing should be subject to a priority system in favour of local residents (3
comments); several sites for new housing were suggested; (and single comments on) any development should preserve the character of
the village and not encroach on the Green Belt; a development site should be identified in order to prevent speculative 'surprises'; the
need was for middle sized houses; there was a need for adapted housing in the village for those with disabilities; renovation of existing
houses should be encouraged; alternative materials could be used for houses; and that we should find out if farmers had difficulty
attracting labour because of a shortage of affordable housing and whether such labour was currently living in very poor accommodation.’
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