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Offchurch News deadline: 14th December 2013
All notices for next issue to offchurchnews@gmail.com or
Catherine Kaye, Nine Hills Cottage, Welsh Road by this date at the
latest. Thank you.
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Christmas week refuse collection:
Recycling bins will be collected on Monday
23rd December, NOT Tuesday 24th.

Village Hall Cleaning for December: Vicky Donajgrodzski

Grey bin collection

Green bin collection

Mobile Library stop: Old Post Office 10.00am-10.20am



Bell ringing practice, 7.30pm-9.00pm, Church Tower



Services in St Gregory’s Church

S

Sunday School, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

Family Service, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

Offchurch Funday Club, 3.30pm-5.00pm, Village Hall

p. 6;
p. 8





p. 10
pp. 5-6

Upholstery and soft furnishings class, 9.30-11.30am, Village Hall

Offchurch
CAMEO

Offchurch
CAMEO



Afternoon Club, 12.30pm, White Lion, Radford Semele

p. 26

Village Hall Committee Meeting, 7.30pm, Village Hall

p. 20

Cameo, 8.00pm, Village Hall

p. 12

Offchurch HS2 Action Group, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Village Hall

p. 11

Tennis Club Night (Thurs); Cricket (Sun), Netball (Mon)
times vary, Offchurch Sports Club



Traditiomal Family Christmas Party, 4.00pm, Village Hall

p. 15

Churchyard Working Group, 9.30am-12.00pm, Churchyard

p. 13

Photographic Competition Closing Date

pp. 1819

Reading Circle, 8.00pm, private home. Contact Liz Varnish
886119

p. 17

Photographic Exhibition & Prize Giving (with Cheese and
Wine), 6.00pm-8.00pm, Village Hall

p. 23

Pilates classes at 12.15pm, 5.45pm and 7.00pm, Village
Hall. Contact Linda Bamber 07915 855 420
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From the Vicar
I have a print of a painting by an American girl named Akiane Kramarik, who painted the picture 11 years ago when she was only 8, from
memories of a vision of Jesus she claimed to have had a few years
before. The remarkable thing about it is that another child, Colton
Burpo, five years younger and from a different part of America, had an
“out of the body” experience when he was only 3 and nearly died, in
which he, too, seemed to have met Jesus. His parents discovered this
almost by accident, and of course wanted to know what Jesus looked
like. No image of Jesus caught the little boy’s attention, until he was
shown a copy of Akiane’s, which, he said, was just right.
I have not had any vision of Jesus so cannot presume to judge the accuracy of the portrait. But what surprised me most about my reaction
to it was that I felt it looked too human! The picture is of an “ordinary
bloke”! I suppose I felt it should have looked more “divine” somehow!
I had forgotten the message of Christmas!
The amazing message of Christmas is nothing to do with mangers and
virgins and shepherds and wise men and angels, etc – these are just
circumstances around the main event, when “the word became flesh
and dwelt among us”, God’s Son entered this world, the Saviour and
King of the world was born. As an “ordinary baby”. Who grew up to be
an “ordinary bloke”. So ordinary that his friends and neighbours in
Nazareth were offended when he started preaching and healing people and working “miracles”.
Jesus looked like God. Not physically, perhaps – one reason why the
Israelites were forbidden to make images of God was that no image
could do him justice. But his character, his spirit, his words and his
actions all revealed God, so much so that he could tell his disciples,
“Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” We should not be
surprised. He looked like God because he was God’s Son! God was
has Father in a way none of us can match. Yet at the same time, he
was fully human. In himself, he united humanity and divinity, in order
to reconcile us humans to God – and to each other.
Reconciliation is not easy. Both sides need to want it. God wants so
much to be reconciled with us – that’s the real message of Christmas.
But how about our side? Is the message of Christmas worth all the
fuss?
Tim Britton (01926 812518 or email tim@thefeldongroup.org.uk)
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December Church Diary and Rota
Brian Green / Sue
Mander / Wendy

1st

10.00am

Matins

8th

10.00am

Holy Communion with
Tim / Wendy
Sunday School

15th

10.00am

Family Service

Marcia / Wendy

Carols by Candlelight
with the Outreach Singers, followed by mulled
wine and mince pies

Tim / Wendy

David / Wendy

17th

7.00pm

22nd

10.00am

Christingle Service

24th

11.30pm

Midnight Holy CommunTim / Wendy
ion

25th

10.00am

Family Service

29th

11.00am

Joint Feldon Group
Family Service at Mar- David
ton

Team / Wendy

Midweek worship with prayer for the village takes place in St Gregory’s every Thursday at 5.00pm – all welcome.

The Wednesday Communion
The Communion Service held at St Gregory’s on the second Wednesday each month is being discontinued for the winter months of December, January and February. This is because it would be expensive to
heat the church and Offa House is no longer available as an alternative location as in previous years. We are sorry that this decision has
been necessary and we would hope the faithful band who attend that
service will consider coming along to one of the other services.
Jane and Wendy
Churchwardens
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St Gregory’s Matters

November Matins: Our talk during this service was entertainingly delivered by Brian who reported on his, and Wendy’s, recent visit to
Ephesus. His slides were cleverly edited to remove all traces of their
travelling companions, exposing an interesting collection of ancient
relics. We were also introduced to the quaint Turkish notion of
“Genuine Fakes” – spotted on a shop sign, supposedly to encourage
the purchase of dodgy designer watches! What’s the betting an adjacent notice in the window read: “Urgently Required - Marketing Manager”.
This will also be remembered as the service where the normally foolproof coffee rota seriously underperformed, resulting in a localised outbreak of “Severe Acute Caffeine Deficiency Syndrome”.
[NB Should anyone be suffering with long-term CDS we do have a
team of specialist Beverage-Related Trauma Counsellors on hand]
Annual Village Carol Service: Tuesday 17th December 7.00pm - a
traditional Christmas celebration of carols and readings in the unique
atmosphere that only a candlelit St Gregory’s can create. Musical accompaniment to our worship will be provided by our Christmas Choir,
as the familiar scriptures reveal the wonders of the Nativity. Plus, of
course, mulled wine and mince pies.
FUNDAY Children’s Christmas Party: Saturday 21st December
3.30pm to 5.00pm - Fun, festivities, food and friendship - not to be
missed. Given their proven creative talent, our children will be given
the chance to make their own Christingle, which will be put to good use
in our St Gregory’s Service on the following day.
Christingle Service: Sunday 22nd December 10.00am. This Family
Service will be centred on the “Christingle Message” and creative orbitally spiked examples will be distributed by the children.
Midnight Service: Tuesday 24th December 11.30pm. The only real
way to see in the birthday of our Saviour – a service that has particular
appeal to those who have been patiently immersed in the expectant
hope of Advent.
Christmas Morning Family Service 10.00am: Christmas is all about
Jesus - we begin our day with Him!
PAGE 6
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Alternative Greetings: Should you choose to, you can give Christmas greetings to all your St Gregory’s friends without the need to purchase and write individual cards. Somehow or other, a communal
posting system will be in place in good time (work in progress!). The
opportunity will be provided for you to express your wishes and to donate the savings made to a suitable charity.
Caring at Christmas: In a year when it is predicted that 80,000 UK
children will wake up on Christmas morning homeless (Shelter
November 2013), St Gregory’s is providing gifts (purchased and
donated) for local children in care. Marcia is collecting toys
(which must be unused) for distribution to young people, from
infants to teenagers. These can be left in the “Marcia Box” in
church.
St Gregory’s - “a sanctuary, far away from everyday demands and
pressures” - an entry in our Visitors’ Book that reflects a widely held
view. For some of us, however, this release from daily burdens might
finally have been compromised by the recent appearance, on the back
table, of that all too familiar feature … the dreaded “TO-DO LIST”.
Mixed feelings follow the revelation that, indeed, this document could
well have achieved its aim - as an army of tick-list addicts has; renovated radiators, Danish-oiled doors, crafted covers, grubbed gutters
and drawn-up displays. All credit then, to Brian, for the effective employment of his undoubted “Emeritousness”. The only concern, as
many of us have learned from experience, is that the pit of “absolutely
essential” jobs is seemingly bottomless!
Finally, please spare a thought for Wendy, who not only cares for
our organ, but also takes her turn in the church cleaning rota …
she really does have to watch her keys and pews!
David Varnish
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Doing some Christmas shopping in Leamington?
Why not let the bus take the strain and save all the hassle of parking in
town!
The no. 538 bus picks up outside The Stag at 9.55am on
a Wednesday morning and returns from the top of the Parade at 12.45 pm, which gives plenty of time to do some
shopping, have a coffee, buy a new outfit, get your hair
done …

Do you enjoy arranging flowers?
If so, St Gregory’s would love to hear from you as our faithful band
of flower arrangers could do with a little help, especially at times of
festivals like Christmas, Easter and Harvest.
If you feel you could help, please call Margaret Phillips on 01926
425035 or email jane_inman@sky.com.
If you can help on Saturday 21st December with the flowers for
Christmas, that would be wonderful.

Organised by St Gregory’s Church, the Offchurch Sunday Funday
Club is an opportunity for children of all ages to meet and to have
some fun together. Mums and Dads too can meet and get to know
each other.
Saturday 21st December 3.30pm-5.00pm - Village Hall
Special Christmas Party at which you will be able to
make a Christingle. Come to church on Sunday morning, 22nd December to see your completed Christingle
and light the candle.
Suitable for all ages! Everyone welcome!
Parents are very welcome to stay and join in the fun.
RSVP to jane_inman@sky.com or 01926 338704 to help with catering
but not essential.
PAGE 8
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Join us and sing along to some of
your favourite Christmas Carols

With The
OUTREACH
SINGERS

St Mary’s Church, St Mary’s Road,
LEAMINGTON SPA
Saturday 14th December 2013
at 7.00 pm
Tickets £5 including refreshments
obtainable from Cord 01926 315301
PAGE 9
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News from the Bell Tower



Much has happened since I last wrote for the PCC’s AGM earlier this
year, when I expressed my concerns about the future viability of ringing at Offchurch, and, basically, it is all good news!
Becky Johnson, who is now a Qualified Instructor for bellringing, has
returned to the tower, and has taken over the responsibilities of being
our Tower Captain, and of running our Wednesday evening practices
as well as our Sunday ringing. Thank you Becky, I am more than
happy to step down and take a rest!!
At the same time, I am pleased to report that we do have some new
Offchurch-based ringers. Paul Kaye’s daughter, Alice, continues to
make good progress, and rang for us on Remembrance Sunday. She
has been joined by Sue Denning, who is also progressing well, by
Susan Douglas, who is just getting under way, and by Becky’s brotherin-law, Benny, who also rang for us on Remembrance Sunday. Benny
must be one of a very small number of Danes who ring (I don’t know of
any others, but there are surely one or two somewhere!).
So – it has all been a big uplift for us, and, in addition to our own Offchurch-based ringers, we have attracted a small number of visitors
who join us for the Wednesday evening practices.
All our beginner ringers are making good progress, so our thanks are
very much due to Becky for “coming home”.
Paddy Taylor

Offchurch Grand Draw 2013
Raffle ticket sales are going well. Thank you everyone for your support! Could those who haven’t returned their raffle ticket counterfoils
and / or any unsold tickets please do so as soon as possible? These
need to be sent to Valerie Graham, Gable House, Village Street, Offchurch.
The draw will take place on Saturday 14th December at the Traditional Family Christmas Party in Offchurch Village Hall. Proceeds
from the raffle and party will be divided between St Gregory’s Church,
Offchurch Village Hall Foundation and the Crisis at Christmas charity.
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Have you submitted your response to the
Property Compensation Consultation?
Remember that postcard that you received with the November issue of
Offchurch News? Well, if it’s still lying around, you still - just - have
time to send it in. It needs to be received by the government by 4th
December, so please help everyone whose property would be blighted
by HS2 by signing and sending it TODAY!!
Hybrid Bill
It is anticipated that the HS2 Hybrid Bill will have been deposited in the
House of Commons shortly before you read this. The Hybrid Bill will
then pass through parliament in various stages. One of these is the
establishment of a committee of MPs to hear petitions from any individuals or organisations directly affected by HS2. This petitioning
process is likely to begin in spring 2014, and we anticipate that Offchurch Action Group and the Joint Parish Council - as well as other
organisations and individuals - will petition for better mitigation for our
environment, including the noise and visual impacts. More about this
in January.
Meanwhile, information about the Bill is being made available to all
parishes along the route. There is a huge amount of documentation,
including the latest version of the proposed track alignment and other
local information, most of which will only be available in electronic
form. In Offchurch, we are making arrangements for people to view
this information. Initially, we will be available at the following times in
the Village Hall:



Saturday 30th November, 2.00pm-4.00pm
Friday 6th December, 6.30pm-8.30pm

Mike Geddes, Offchurch HS2 Action Group
Mike Burgun, Parish Councillor
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Offchurch
CAMEO

Christmas Garlands
Tuesday 10th December 2013
8.00pm – 10.00pm
Offchurch Village Hall
Come and join us for this annual event to
make a festive spruce garland for the door.
With mulled wine and mince pies
All the materials you need to make a seasonal
spruce ring will be provided. Just bring some
Christmas ribbon and baubles to decorate the
finished garland. The cost will be around £8 for
Cameo members and £10 for visitors and will
include materials and refreshments - this will be
confirmed ahead of time and is dependent on the
numbers and the cost of the materials.
Please contact Kate Sargent on 01926 330307,
or email katebrown@onetel.com
by Monday 2nd December at the latest
to book a place.
Places are limited so don’t miss out.
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St Gregory’s - A Sanctuary for Wildlife

If the ice will bear a goose
before Christmas, it will not
bear a duck after.

If ice will bear a man before
Christmas, it will not bear a
mouse afterwards.
This goose and duck theme produces a low rating, which is 5/22 or
23%. I must admit I'm a bit mystified as to how the tests were made.
But what an interesting picture they make, geese, ducks, mice and
men all sliding about. If it is very cold between now and Christmas, I
suggest we all stay indoors.
A more reliable bit of weather lore is Buchan's third warm spell, 3rd to
14th December. This ties in with the early winter cyclonic storms which
produce mobile depressions and mild westerlies. This has a 60% rating. Well then, the geese and ducks should be swimming, not sliding.
Our year is coming to a close, so quickly again, but all is well in the
churchyard. Everything is done; all the long grass is cut and the edges
and tiddly bits too. Well it was like this, you see: Liz, our Church Secretary, sent an email with details to Nick at the Paddocks. He replied
that he had a petrol strimmer and asked if we would like him to join us.
You can imagine my response, can't you? So on the Saturday morning John and Nick strimmed everything and we ran the mowers
around. You won't believe it but it was all done by eleven. So it's a big
"thank you" to Nick and he's such a nice chap.
Now you know that, about now, we have our annual dinner and last
time we held it in January. It was so successful I thought we would do
the same again. The White Lion in Radford, I'll let you have the date
next month. Be ready. Another year almost completed. It all started
in September 1994 so this time next year will be over 20 years going
wild in the churchyard. Party time next September then, we had better
have a think about that, hadn't we?
But now is the time to think about work, just a little; 'cos we only have
one work day in December. This leaves us time to darn our stockings
ready for Christmas Eve. How about Saturday 14th, 9.30am till 12.00
noon? Very festive; lots of coffee and mince pies. Do come. Mo will
give us guidance on how to darn our socks. Thanks for what you do,
the birds and bees are very grateful. Have a Happy Christmas.
Mike Porter
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Magazine 2014
Another year has gone by. Congratulations to Catherine for producing
such an informative magazine every month.
Thank you so much Catherine.
On behalf of us all, thanks go to all who deliver Offchurch News every
month and to Tim and Sue who make sure everyone has the right
number of copies to deliver.
This time last year, we had an increase to £6. I am very pleased to
report that we broke even with the few adverts we had. We could still
do with a few more if anyone is interested. The rates are very reasonable, contact Catherine for further details.
So no increase this year!! An envelope is enclosed with this magazine
for your contribution of £6.
Please drop it in to Valerie Graham, Gable House, Village Street or
Greta Sollett, Church Cottage, School Hill or
Joan Hillyard, Ham Farm Cottages, Cubbington
Road.
Many thanks.
Valerie Graham
01926 423677
Magazine 2014 - An extra note from the editor
I would like to extend everyone’s thanks to Valerie too, for keeping a
watchful eye on the finances. The magazine would simply not exist
without someone to look after the pennies, subscriptions, advertising
and pay the printer’s bills! Thank you for your precious work Valerie.
Catherine

Watch the Deadline!!!
If you would like an article included in the
January 2014 issue, please ensure it is sent
in before 14th December. I will not be able to
accept late entries as Offchurch News needs
be with the printer before the Christmas closure. Thanks for your understanding.
I wish you all a Merry Christmas and look forward to lots of notices
submitted on time during 2014

☺

Catherine
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!!

YOU ARE INVITED TO

ET
SN

OW
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A Traditional Family
Christmas Party
ICK

&
Saturday 14 December 2013
Offchurch Village Hall
from 4.00pm
&

GE
TY
OU
RT

th

PL
AC
ES
-

& Parlour Games & Carols and Music &
& Visit from Santa at 5.00pm &
& Cheese and Nibbles &
& Licensed Bar & Grand Raffle &

&

LIM

IT E
D

Tickets Adults: £6 (glass of mulled wine on arrival included)
Children under 12: £3
Available now from Liz Varnish 01926 886119 / Janet Seaton
01926 425430

Dress Code: Party Wear

Proceeds to be shared between St Gregory’s Church, Offchurch Village Hall Foundation and Crisis at Christmas Charity
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Call for Gardens!!!!
We are looking for Offchurch residents who are willing
to open their gardens for

Offchurch Open Gardens Weekend
which will be held on 28th and 29th June 2014, during
Warwickshire Open Studios fortnight.
If you would be willing to open your garden, please contact Janet Seaton on 01926 425430.
Save the date in your diary NOW!!!
Many thanks from the Events Group

Offchurch 100 Club
November Draw
The winners of the sixth draw of the 100 club are as follows:
1st Prize

John MacPherson

nd

Mike Porter

rd

Helen Wright

2 Prize
3 Prize

Congratulations to our winners.
Thank you to everyone for your support.
John Mander
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Reading Circle
Our next meeting will be on Monday 16th December 2013, 8.00pm at
the home of Jane Hedderwick. We will be sharing our thoughts on The
Hare with Amber Eyes. Because this is the last meeting of the year,
we plan to make it a little more festive with some food to go with the
obligatory wine! Our book for December is The Girl who Fell from the
Sky by Simon Mawer.
We welcome anyone who would like to join us – we meet on the last
Tuesday of every month in each other’s houses. For more information,
please ring Liz Varnish on 01926 886119 or email ldvarnish@gmail.com
We wish you all a very Happy Christmas.
Reading Circle members

Warwickshire Community Oil Syndicate
Would you like to save £74.90 per 1000 litres of heating oil?
Butler Fuels won the November order negotiated with local suppliers
by Warwickshire Community Oil Syndicate and members saved a
huge 7.49 pence per litre against the average market price (and a
massive 23 pence saving against the market high). What a result!
Our members paid only 53.8 pence per litre – what did your supplier
charge?
In addition our LPG cylinder prices haven’t risen for seven consecutive
months whilst our LPG bulk is still being offered at 43p per litre despite
rises across the industry.
As a charity that works exclusively in Warwickshire’s rural communities, we are delighted with these results and hope you might be
tempted to join us. Email oil@wrccrural.org.uk or call Sarah on 01789
472611.
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Photographic Competition
CLASS 1 Children up to 14 years
Theme
Any subject photographed during 2013
Print size

from 15x10cms [6x4ins] up to 25x20cms [10x8ins] or
A4

Entry fee

50p per print

CLASS 2 Adults and Young People (14 years upwards)
Theme
Weather - can include people or other objects, photo
graphed during 2013
Print size

from 15x10cms (6x4ins) up to 25x20cms (10x8ins) or
A4

Entry fee

£1 per print

Entrants can submit up to 3 prints per person in colour or black and
white.
Entrants must not be professional photographers (i.e. must not make
more than 35% of their annual income from the sale of their photographs).
Closing date: Sunday 8th December 2013
Judging criteria
All entries will be judged by two independent judges who will select the
winning entries using the following three criteria:
1. Technical competence
2. Visual impact
3. Originality
The judges’ decision is final.
Prizes will be awarded to the winning entrants.
Exhibition
An exhibition of all the entries and the presentation of prizes will be
held at the Cheese and Wine evening on Sunday 29th December 2013,
between 6.00pm and 8.00pm. Do come along!!
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Photographic Competition Entry Form
NAME
ADDRESS

TELEPHONE
CLASS
(Class 1: Children up to 14 years - Class 2: Adults and Young People 14 years upwards)

PRINTS - MAXIMUM OF 3
Title 1
Title 2
Title 3

——————————————————————————
——————————————————————————
——————————————————————————

Photographs, accompanied by a completed entry form and the entry
fee, should be handed in to Brickyard Cottages, Welsh Road, by midnight on Sunday 8th December 2013.
Please also WRITE CLEARLY ON THE BACK of the photo THE
TITLE if any, and THE CLASS which you are entering.
ENTRY FEE
Class 1
50p per print
Class 2
£1 per print
Photographs can be collected after the exhibition or by arrangement.
For further information, please contact Sandy Hedderwick on 01926
613543.
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News from the Village Hall
Meeting up
The next meeting of the Village Hall Committee will be on Monday
2nd December 2013 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
Photographic Exhibition
Offchurch village Hall Committee invites you to the annual Photographic Exhibition with Cheese and Wine. The event will include
an exhibition of the photographs submitted for the annual Offchurch
Photographic competition and the presentation of the prizes:
Sunday 29th December 2013 between 6.00pm and 8.00pm
in the Village Hall
See separate notice on p. 23.
Cleaning the Hall this month
On the rota for December: Vicky Donajgrodzski
Leaves
If you can spare some time on Saturday 30th November from
9.30am to help clear the leaves around the hall, we would be very
grateful. Please bring brooms and other suitable tools. All help gratefully received. Many thanks from the Village Hall Committee.
Christmas Wishes
The Village Hall Committee would like to wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year. Thank you for supporting the Village Hall by attending events throughout the year and/or hiring it. The
Village Hall is a valuable facility for the community and it is wonderful
to see it used regularly.
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Offchurch Weather Watch - September/October 2013
Two months reported here and what a contrast between them in terms
of quantity of rain, and yet both experienced relatively dry periods from
the 20th September though to the 11th October. Overall, September
was a dry month with 35mm falling between the 6th and the 19th. On
the other hand, October was very wet with around 100mm falling between the 13th and the 28th of the month. On average, we would expect 49mm in September and 64mm in October. In fact, this has been
the wettest October since records began in Offchurch nine years ago.
Looking at the averages for the area, Bablake Weather Station reported that October was the wettest in Coventry since 1903 and the
second wettest since their records began in 1892.
September and October were also warm months, although not record
breaking, but October was also very dull with 30% less sunshine than
average. I suppose it was all that rain that kept the sun at bay!

Weather history and Culture – Robert Fitzroy
If you ever listen to the shipping forecast on BBC Radio 4, you’ll have
heard the name Robert Fitzroy RN (1805–1865). The forecast area
formerly known as Finistère was changed in February 2002 to Fitzroy
to avoid confusion with a smaller French and Spanish forecast area of
the same name.
Following time with the Royal Navy, including commanding HMS Beagle with Charles Darwin as ship’s naturalist, and a period as Governor
of New Zealand, he became Meteorological Statist to the Board of
Trade. In this role, Fitzroy arranged for captains of ships to provide
information, using instruments loaned for this purpose. Using this information, he developed a system of weather forecasting which eventually formed the basis of today’s forecasts. His forecasts were first
published in the London Times newspaper in 1860. Queen Victoria
was known to request a forecast prior to holidaying on the Isle of
Wight.
RKS
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Offchurch Village Hall Committee
invites you to the annual

Photographic Exhibition
and Prize Giving
with Cheese and Wine
Sunday 29th December 2013
6.00pm to 8.00pm
in the Village Hall
We look forward to seeing you!!!
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Christmas Greetings
Mary and Tony Gunthorpe
will once again be giving a donation to the Rufus
Friends’ Fund instead of sending cards.
We wish everyone a very happy and peaceful
Christmas and prosperous 2014.

To our Offchurch friends and neighbours
Good Wishes for a Merry Christmas
and a
Happy and Healthy New Year
from

Kate & Roger Sargent
This year we've given a donation to the
Philippines Typhoon Appeal
rather than send individual cards within the village.
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Our very best wishes
to everyone in the village for a joyful Christmas and a
healthy New Year, with plenty of precious moments
and hope.
from
Catherine, Paul, Tom & Alice Kaye
We have chosen to make a donation to the Disasters
Emergency Committee for the Philippines Typhoon
Appeal rather than send cards.

Christmas Wishes
Liz and David wish all their friends in the village
a very Happy Christmas.
Rather than sending individual cards, this year, we
will be making a donation to Steph and Geoff at
Leamington Christian Mission.
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Afternoon Club
The date set for the Christmas Lunch is Wednesday 11th December,
at the White Lion, Radford Semele, 12.30pm. Everyone will be contacted regarding transport on the day and we look forward to seeing
members and other friends.
The November meeting was held in the Village Hall on 11th November.
Members of the Weston Club joined us. Alan Winterburn did a very
interesting slide show, as good as all the others he has done before.
There was no title as such, but unusual pub names around Warwickshire were particularly interesting. One interesting thing that captured
my interest was about “stocks” on a village green not far from Offchurch. These stocks have five holes for legs of those being punished,
not four. It was thought that one man obviously only had one leg!!!
Punishments have moved on now, thank goodness.
We look forward to seeing everyone at the Christmas Lunch on 11th
December.
Valerie and Greta

Offchurch Village Hall
Available for hire
To check availability, visit:

www.offchurch.org.uk/village-hall
To make a booking or for more information:

07943 556133 or
villagehall@offchurch.org.uk
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Deadline for January issue:

14th December
All notices to be delivered by then please

offchurchnews@gmail.com
Catherine Kaye, Nine Hills Cottage, Welsh Road

Offchurch News
View back issues on the
online archive. Visit:
http://www.offchurch.org.uk/
offchurch-news

(Click on the year and then the month you are interested in.)

