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March /mɑːtʃ / noun
The third month of the year, in the northern
hemisphere usually considered the first
month of spring.

Origin
Middle English: from an Old French dialect
variant of marz, from Latin Martius (mensis)
“(month) of Mars”.
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Village Hall Cleaning for March: Catherine Kaye

FUNDAY
CLUB

Grey bin collection

Green bin collection

Mobile Library stop: Old Post Office 9.15am-9.35am

pp. 1819



Bell ringing practice, 7.30pm-9.00pm, Church Tower



Services in St Gregory’s Church

S

Sunday School, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5

Family Service, St Gregory’s Church

p. 5





Offchurch Garden Club 7.30pm, Village Hall. Contact Mo
Chivers 01926 613477

p. 5

p. 18

Upholstery and soft furnishings class, 9.30-11.30am, VilOffchurchlage Hall. Contact Lynda Eadon on 01926 812598

CAMEO
Offchurch
CAMEO





Afternoon Club, 2.30pm, Weston Village Hall

p. 10

Cameo, details to be confirmed

p. 17

Tennis Club (Thurs); Cricket (Sun); Netball (Mon) times
vary, Offchurch Sports Club + Horse Race Night, 7.30pm,
Village Hall

p. 17

Churchyard Working Group, 9.30am-12.30pm, Churchyard
Reading Circle, 8.00pm, private home. Contact Liz Varnish
886119

FUNDAY
CLUB

pp. 1112
p. 9

Village Hall Committee Meeting, 7.30pm, Village Hall

p. 21

Dine out and see Chocolat film, 7.30pm, Village Hall

p. 20

Offchurch Sunday Funday Club, 2.45pm, Village Hall

p. 16

Offchurch Crafts, 2.00pm, private home

p. 16

MAGA Discuss the future of Offchurch News, 7.45pm, private
ZINE
home
Mothering Sunday Service, 10.00am, St Gregory’s Church
Pilates classes at 12.15pm, 5.45pm and 7.00pm, Village
Hall. Contact Linda Renshaw 07915 855 420

p. 16
p. 12
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From the Vicar
I am writing this just after a period of extreme weather, in the hope that
the forecasters are correct when they say that we’ll now see a return to
more normal conditions, and that when you read this you will be enjoying something like spring!
Offchurch is used to floods, and we are grateful this winter has not
seen the river doing its worst, though the fields have had more than
their fair share of rain. In days gone by people were even more at the
mercy of the weather than many of us feel ourselves to be now; in the
1662 Book of Common Prayer there are four prayers about the
weather, compared to only one about warfare and one about sickness.
The prayer for fair weather shows an interesting perspective:
‘O almighty Lord God, who for the sin of man didst once drown all the
world, except eight persons, and afterward of thy great mercy didst
promise never to destroy it so again: We humbly beseech thee, that
although we for our iniquities have worthily deserved a plague of rain
and waters, yet upon our true repentance thou wilt send us such
weather, as that we may receive the fruits of the earth in due season;
and learn both by thy punishment to amend our lives, and for thy clemency to give thee praise and glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.’
I doubt whether the authors of the Book of Common Prayer would
have gone as far as the UKIP councillor who blamed the recent spate
of bad weather on the government’s decision to legalise gay marriage!
Today most people would say that disasters have natural rather than
supernatural causes – though the natural cause could well be human
error or wrong-doing in some cases. Nevertheless there is something
in us that looks for supernatural explanations, in the belief that ‘bad
luck’ is often ‘deserved’ and that when things go wrong for us we are
being punished in some way.
Christians believe in a God who ‘works all things together for good for
those who love him’, according to the Bible (Romans 8:28). That does
not mean we who love God will always be ‘lucky’ or protected from
evil. On the contrary, we are taught to expect testing and temptation.
But we do believe that natural causes are not always the ultimate explanation of events, and that God’s hand of protection or warning might
also be involved to encourage us to live lives that can give him – and
many others – pleasure.
Tim Britton (01926 812518 or email tim@thefeldongroup.org.uk)
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March Church Diary and Rota
2nd

10.00am

Matins

5th

8.00am

Holy Communion
Ash Wednesday

9th

10.00am

Holy Communion with
Martin Butt / Wendy
Sunday School

16th

10.00am

Family Service

Marcia

23rd

10.00am

Holy Communion

Tim / Wendy

30th

10.00am

Joint Feldon Group
Mothering Sunday Service at Offchurch

Tim / David / Wendy

Team / Wendy
for

Tim

Midweek worship with prayer for the village takes place in St Gregory’s every Thursday at 5.00pm – all welcome.

Offchurch 100 Club
February 2014 Draw
The winners of the ninth draw of the 100 club are as follows:
1st Prize Jenny Daniells
2nd Prize Helen Palmer
3rd Prize Amanda Brooks
Congratulations to our winners.
Thank you to everyone for your support.
John Mander
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St Gregory’s Matters
All at St Gregory’s wish Catherine every success in her new venture
and thank her, sincerely, for her capable editorship of Offchurch
News. How else could we have learned the origin of fbrri, or
even, the cute French spelling (apparently) of “Dalhias”.
Thank you, Catherine … avec nos remerciements suprêmes!
Benevo-Lent: On 5th March (Ash Wednesday) we embark on a period
that, more than any other in the Church’s year, challenges us to examine and advance our spiritual purity. Lenten pulpit-based rhetoric will
typically implore; cleansing, self-sacrifice, prayer and charitable
deeds… “giving up and giving back”. This year, in the case of the latter, St Gregory’s provides us with the perfect opportunity …
We are actively supporting a Cord* fundraising effort … the
“Spend a Penny Challenge” during Lent every time you flush
the toilet, you simply put 1p in a pot (no pun intended!). A bath
or shower will set you back 10p, etc. Money raised will be used
to help some of the many in the world who have a desperate
need for clean water. Explanatory booklets that enable the recording of your daily ablutive habits, are available at the back of
church. All are invited to take part.
2.6 billion people, worldwide, lack access to adequate sanitation!
[*Cord is one of St Gregory’s adopted charities – cord.org.uk/lent]
Ash Wednesday: Conveniently, we will be reinstating our own
monthly 8.00am Holy Communion Service for early worshippers. Otherwise, you can Lent-launch at Holy Trinity, Long Itchington Holy Communion Service at 8.00pm.
Mothering Sunday: (30th March 10.00am). For this service, led by
Tim, we will be joined by other members of the Feldon Group for what
PAGE 6
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promises to be a particularly joyous family occasion. Our own “St
Gregory’s Trio Plus” will be in residence, and our younger members
will have every opportunity to reward their mothers, and all of us, with
mellifluous words, lilting music, spring flowers and who knows what
else! Refreshments, like only your mother could make, will follow!
Uncommon prayer: Tim recently provided us with two new Orders of
Service, each tailored to satisfy variations dictated by the church’s calendar. These, together with our own Matins booklets, enable us to
worship with liturgical propriety, whatever the occasion – with less of
the “what page are we on?”
Like most advancements, however, the convenience of customised
booklets does not come without some untoward side-effects. In particular, we no longer have any regular reason, on Sundays, to thumb
the pages of, perhaps, the most rewarding publication that graces our
creaking bookshelves …The Book of Common Prayer.
Just think about it - unique contents that have remained warmly familiar to worshippers since their assemblage prior to 1659. The 1662 revision, adapted by the restored “Merry Monarch”, Charles II, and his
coterie of more “ept” theologians, was urgently distributed across the
realm, becoming an influential tool that re-established adherence to
the Anglican faith. Churches, recovering from bleak years of Cromwellian oppression, were “compulsed” to follow a set of principles that, 352
years later, are reflected in our new service booklets. Reassuringly,
then, we are connected, week by week, to our Christian heritage, but
let’s not abandon our acquaintance with that small dark blue volume, if
only to remind ourselves of its appealingly poetic language - who could
not have a wry-some regard for an Order of Service intended for
“those of Riper Years”?
Open door policy: Making St Gregory’s permanently accessible
means that anyone can wander in and experience its inspiring, peaceful atmosphere at any time of the day or night. This freedom does,
however, occasionally attract a few whose appreciation is expressed
through some rather off-the-wall behaviour.
We have to assume, then, that whoever helped themselves, recently,
to four of our comfy chairs imagined that in these hard times we would,
as Christians, give our blessing to this novel approach to the redistribution of wealth.
As we reflect on that thought, however, I think we can justifiably express disappointment that they left no comments of gratitude in the
Visitors’ Book, nor could they spare a mo to turn the lights off!
PAGE 7
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Regrettably, also, they omitted to take the four kneelers - which is surprising, since, very soon, they are undoubtedly going to need them!
Chris Clark
At a moving occasion, in February, St Gregory’s was filled with its
own unequalled brand of unwavering fellowship and compassion as
we said farewell to our dear friend, Chris. His spirit remains amongst
us – intimately woven into the Christian fabric that enfolds us all.
“Not by lamentations and mournful chants ought we to celebrate the
funeral of a good man, but by hymns, for in ceasing to be numbered
with mortals he enters upon the heritage of a diviner life.” (Plutarch 46
-120 AD)

David Varnish

News from School Hill
I have been housebound for a few weeks following two operations. I have watched a lot of TV
and the depressing news of the floods. However, the snowdrops on the bank opposite
Church Cottage are flowering. These snowdrops were planted many years ago by Bernard
Rose, who lived in No. 24 School Hill (now
Church Cottage). Mr Rose met his wife Ada
(always called Sue). She was a Land Army girl, who lodged with Mr
and Mrs Smith (Corner Cottage). Bernard taught her to ride a bicycle,
the romance flourished and they married and brought up their two
sons Christopher and Michael. The Roses lived there until that cottage was sold by auction in 1972 and became Church Cottage, our
home, in 1974. If you are walking either up or down School Hill, pause
and admire the snowdrops – spring is on its way.
Greta Sollett

A warm welcome to Lisa and Daniel Whittington who have just
moved into The Bungalow on Village Street. We hope that they
will be very happy living in Offchurch.
PAGE 8
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Offchurch Village Hall Foundation

The Annual General Meeting of the Offchurch Village Hall
Foundation will be held on Monday 7th April, at 7.30pm, in the
Village Hall.
It has been a busy year for the committee, which manages
the hall. We welcomed a number of new committee members
at the beginning of the year and have made some changes to
the way things operate. Everyone is welcome to come along to
the AGM and to stay for a glass of wine and a chat after the
event!

Reading Circle
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 25th March 2014 at 8.00pm. We
are travelling a little further afield for our get-together, this time – to the
home of Kate Freeman in Ashorne, where we will be chewing over
The Particular Sadness of Lemon Cake by Aimee Bender, as well as
enjoying a drop of wine and some nibbles!
We welcome anyone who would like to join us – we currently number
nine members and we meet on the last Tuesday of every month in
each other’s houses. If you are interested, ring Liz on 01926 886119
or email ldvarnish@gmail.com. Why not give it a try – we’re a friendly
little group!
“READING IS TO THE MIND WHAT EXERCISE IS TO THE BODY” …

Reading Circle members
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Faith, Hope and HS2
On Sunday 23rd March at 10.00am, Jerry
Marshall will speak at St Gregory’s about
his faith and how this impacts on his attitude to HS2.
Jerry was Chairman
AGAHST (Action Groups Against High
Speed Two), appearing regularly in the local and national media. He is a serial entrepreneur, using business to
tackle poverty in Africa and the Middle East, and is now Chief Executive of the Arthur Rank Centre at Stoneleigh. His book, Travels With
an Inflatable Elephant, was described by reviewers as “a riveting account of Jerry Marshall’s quirky life – one of risk, adventure and challenge” and “a truly inspirational read”.
For more information email jane_inman@sky.com or call 01926
338704.

Warwickshire Community Oil/LPG Syndicate – latest news
January saw another great oil price for both our kerosene and red diesel members.
A saving of £54.50 per 1000 litres against the average market price
was made by members ordering kerosene, paying just 52.95pence per
litre, while our members who use red diesel saved a massive 9 pence
per litre.
We are still able to provide bulk LPG at just 43 pence per litre with an
introductory £100 fuel discount. Our LPG cylinders also remain very
competitively priced.
For more information email oil@wrccrural.org.uk call 01789 472611 or
visit www.ruralwarwickshire.org.uk/oil

Afternoon Club
Members will join the Weston Club for their March Meeting in the Weston Village Hall on Monday 10th March 2014. We always look forward
to going to Weston and transport will be arranged, as usual. Time
2.30pm to 4.30pm. We will be in touch with members.
Valerie and Greta
PAGE 10
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St Gregory’s - A Sanctuary for Wildlife

First comes David then comes Chad,
And then comes Winneral as though
he was mad.
White or black
Or old house thack.

Here we have three Saints, St David on the 1st March, St Chad on the
2nd and St Winneral on the 3rd, which were milestones in the old
weather calendar. White means snow and black rain, as in the February filldyke set of sayings. House thack refers to house thatch and
Winneral being mad means wild and stormy, the windy results in the
test of the three days comes out best at 50%. Snow was only 15%
and rain 35% correct in the tests.
The March weather usually starts with a cold stormy period up to the
9th when northerly winds almost reach their annual spring maximum.
This is followed by a very quiet time in the middle of the month with
spring anticyclones 12th to 19th March. The month finishes up with
more cold stormy weather with strong northerlies. So it's not In like a
lion and out like a lamb, more like In like a lion and out like a lion. Ah
well, more of the same, like last month? But I think not; March will give
us a snowy start I fancy, but March can't keep its snow for too long.
Now how are things in the Churchyard? Not at all bad really, in spite
of the wet and stormy winter so far, although we have lost a couple of
work days. It certainly paid to get on top of things in November. You
will recall, I hope, that John and Nick with their strimmers did all of the
remaining long straggly bits and we finished off with the mowers set
high. As you would expect, all the signs of spring are with us. Snowdrops aplenty, wild crocus, winter aconites and buds on the daffodils.
What look like very early primroses by the Church door are in fact primulas but very welcome indeed, and so are you, do come and have
look.
A couple of the old grave stones under the yew trees have moved one fell over. I'm sure it was caused by the wet weather. However all
is well; we have reset them safely. We have been lucky with the trees,
no real storm damage, just a few branches. My biggest disappointment, no bonfire, it's been too wet; soon it will be time, I can't wait.
Will it be bonfire time at our next work day? He, he, I hope so. Shall
we say Saturday 8th March and then the 29th? Yes 9.30am till 12.30pm
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plus coffee and biccies. See you there and thanks again.
Mike Porter

Mothering Sunday
at St Gregory’s Church,
Offchurch

Sunday 30th March 2014 10.00am
Please join us for a special service when
we will be joined by other churches in the
area to celebrate

Mothering Sunday
Flowers will be distributed during the
service, the talented
St Gregory’s Trio Plus will be playing
and snacks and cake will be served
after the service.
Everyone is welcome.
PAGE 12
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Offchurch Social Events Group

SAVE THE DATE!!!

QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 26th April
at 7:30pm prompt
Offchurch Village Hall
Entry - £5 per person (includes nibbles)

Bar available
Doors will open at 7:15pm – please arrive early

Please enter teams of 4 to 6 members
Entry forms available from Liz Varnish 01926 886119
or Janet Seaton 01926 425430
Entry forms will also be delivered to Village Groups and individual houses next month.
All proceeds will be shared between Offchurch Village Hall Foundation, St
Gregory’s Church and Rufus’ Friends Fund
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Offchurch Weather Watch - January 2014
What a difference to this time last year when I was writing about snowfall! We certainly haven’t seen any snow so far this year for as we all
know from the news broadcasts, rain is the topic of the moment. We
haven’t been denied our own record here in Offchurch, for last month
was the wettest January since our records began eight years ago! I
recorded 121mm which is over twice our monthly average of 56.7mm.
What’s more, looking at the chart you’ll see it rained most days, with
24 days when more than 1mm fell. The reason for the rain is the gulf
stream which is allowing South Westerly winds to carry moist air
across the country, hitting the South West of England in particular.
The one good thing is that temperatures have been 1°C above average at 5.8°C and 2.1°C above last January’s average.

Low pressure fronts dominated
most of the month as can be seen
from the relative pressure chart
opposite. Two short periods of
high pressure led to cold nights,
but we only experienced three
nights when temperatures fell
below 0°C as shown on the outdoor temperature chart above.
Weather Facts
Every minute of the day on average one billion tons of rain fall on the
Earth. Of course, approximately the same amount of surface water is
evaporated back into the atmosphere, though not necessarily from
where the rain falls - one of the reasons that the Somerset Levels have
remained flooded for so long. Raindrops are not “pear-shaped” as
commonly thought, but start off round, having been seeded by a microscopic speck of sea salt, dust or even bacteria around which the cloud
droplets forms. As raindrops fall, drag caused by the air flattens the
PAGE 14
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base so they become “hamburger” shaped. A large raindrop is travelling at about 20 mph when it finally hits the ground!
RKS

Women's World Day of Prayer
The Womens’ World Day of Prayer is an international organisation which enables us to hear the voices of women from all
parts of their world: their hopes, concerns and prayers.
This year’s service is hosted at St Michael’s Church, Westonunder-Wetherley, on Friday 7th March at 7.00pm and we are
delighted to welcome back our old friend Diane Patterson as
the Guest Speaker.
This year the theme is “Streams in the Desert” and the service
has been prepared by Christian women of Egypt. Everyone is
welcome, both men and women.

Offchurch Neighbours on Call
This village service is now up and
running and has attracted some very
positive feedback:
“Neighbours on Call is a wonderful
initiative ...”
“… I hope that other villagers will
soon use the service, as it is very
precious.”
Volunteers are available to respond
to requests for help with those little
emergencies or problems which we
all encounter from time to time.
Please do not hesitate to put in a call,
either for yourself, or if you recognise
a need in someone else.
07943 556133
PAGE 15
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Offchurch Crafts
Tuesday 18th March
2.00 pm at Corner Cottage
We meet very informally in each other’s homes
for a couple of hours once a month to work on
any projects we have on hand. We are also
planning a bit of yarn bombing – if you are even
a very basic knitter, you are welcome to join in
with this.  Intrigued? Come and find out.
More details from Janet (01926 425430)

Our next Sunday Funday event is on Saturday 29th March in Offchurch
Village Hall.
This time it’s 2.45pm for registration for a 3.00pm start and we aim to
finish by 5.00pm.
We will be preparing for Mothering Sunday with lots of activities and
crafts, followed, as usual, by tea.
If are able to let us know if you are coming it helps with planning but is
not essential.
Email jane_inman@sky.com or phone 01926 338704.
Parents are encouraged to stay and join in the fun, and the activities
are suitable for all ages.
St Gregory’s Church

The Future of Offchurch News...
This is the last Offchurch News I am editing and no one has come
forward to take over. If you have any suggestions on how the
magazine could carry on after this issue, please come along to Nine
Hills Cottage on Monday 10th March from 7.45pm to share your
ideas. This is not a plea for anyone to step in; it is simply a gathering to work out how we could keep the magazine alive. I am sure
that by exploring everyone’s ideas, we can come up with a solution!
I do hope you can join in the discussion. (There will be drinks and
nibbles!!) If you have any questions or require further information,
please contact Catherine on 01926 425192. Thank you.
PAGE 16
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“Horse Race Night”
Friday 28thMarch 2014
at 7.30pm at Offchurch
Village Hall
A Fun Night of Horse Racing!!






Eight pre-recorded horse races
Opportunity to purchase horses and also bet
on individual races
Bar facility
£3 Entry Fee, which includes a “half time”
pork batch
To raise funds for Offchurch Cricket Club

For Tickets and further details please
contact Ian Anderson on 07974 227707
Offchurch
CAMEO
This month's venue and activity to be confirmed.
Regular CAMEO members will be emailed with
details, but if we don't have your email address,
please contact Mo for more information:
mo.chivers@uwclub.net
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Chris Clark
24th July 1926-18th January 2014
Chris Clark joined St Gregory’s Church when he and his wife Jane
moved to Leamington some years after he retired from teaching in
Surrey. Teaching was a second career as he had previously been an
agricultural chemist. Chris was a dedicated member of the church
and his faith strengthened greatly during his years at St Gregory’s.
He served as churchwarden and used his many talents to contribute
to the life of the fellowship. He is probably best remembered for his
contributions to the family services and for the warm welcome he
gave to anyone new to the church as well as his care for all of us.
Chris was very musical, using his baritone voice and his keyboard
skills to enhance the worship. He was also particularly talented in
woodwork. St Gregory’s proudly displays a wooden cross he made
for us, which will also serve to remind us of him.
We will miss his friendship and his unswerving faith in God which upheld him daily in his final illness.
Jane and Wendy, Churchwardens.
For by grace have you been saved through faith and this is not your
own doing, it is the gift of God (Ephesians 2v8)
Jane Clark writes:
Jane and her family would like to thank all their kind friends at St
Gregory’s for their prayers, support and beautiful cards at this sad
time. They have been a great help and comfort.

Offchurch Garden Club
Our next meeting will take place on Monday 31st March at 7.30pm at
the village hall. Topic: Propagation Demonstration. Speaker: Shirley
and Chris from King’s Hill Nurseries.
There will also be a plant sale.
For further information, please contact Mo Chivers on 01926 613477
or e-mail mo@crisford.net.
Happy Gardening.
Mo Chivers
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News from the Village Hall
New treasurer for the committee: it could be YOU!!!!
We are currently seeking a new treasurer to look after the Village Hall
finances from April 2014 (after the AGM). This enjoyable and satisfying role does not require anything more than recording our income
and expenditure, as well as paying the bills and reporting to the committee. It only requires a few hours each month. For further information about what is involved (with no obligation to commit), please contact Valerie Graham on 01926 423677.
Meeting up
The next meeting of the Village Hall Committee will be on Monday 3rd
March 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
The Annual General Meeting of the Offchurch Village Hall Foundation will be held on Monday 7th April, at 7.30pm, in the Village Hall.
Heating volunteers
Can you spare a moment each week to help set the timers as per the
village hall booking sheet so that the heating can be on for all scheduled classes and events? To find out more, please get in touch with
Derek Ainscow on 01926 335353. All the people who book the hall
really appreciate finding the hall already nice and warm when they
arrive, thanks to you, our volunteers, who help make the hall the special venue that it is!!!
Cleaning the Hall this month
On the rota for March: Catherine Kaye
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Minutes of the meeting of the Eathorpe, Hunningham, Offchuch
and Wappenbury Joint Parish Council, held on Tuesday 21st January 2014 at Hunningham at 7.30pm
Present: Councillor W. Redford, chairman, Councillors M. Burgun, D.
Mynors, Mrs J. Seaton, S. Palmer and Mrs M. Green
Also present councillor M.Doody
1. Apologies
Received from councillors M. Brooks, Mrs R. Commander, Mrs M.
Weeks, J. Hammon, Mrs C. Foyer and N. Pratt
2. Declaration of interests
None
3. Minutes
Having been circulated beforehand, the minutes were taken as read,
agreed by the meeting and signed by the chairman
4. Matters arising
The gritting bins have now been filled and the waste bin at Offchurch
re-sited.
We are advised that there are no funds available for an additional
street lamp on School Hill, Offchurch.
The drains at Hunningham seem clear.
The village nameplate at Offchurch has now been replaced.
With regard to more efficient flood warning signs at Offchurch, Councillor Redford reported little chance of any funding from the Budget
Scheme for rural areas. He gave a brief outline of the system, noting
that our area is low on the list of priorities.
A meeting on gas extraction has been held, and we await further information.
The chippings have been renewed at Offchurch play area.
5. Public speakers
None
6. Planning
W140051Elms Farm, Hunningham Hedgerow removal
Large removal of hedges at Offchurch has taken place, followed by an
application. It was agreed that we write to the landowner over the reason for this and his intentions with regard to any replanting / screening
as a replacement, with a copy to planning.
W140005 Offchurch Bury New access
The previous application lapsed, awaiting an environmental report.
PAGE 22
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Agreed to object, referring them to our earlier response and asking if
the report has now been received.
Councillor Doody, now on the planning committee, will ask for it to be
held over for discussion.
7. Highways
A nameplate for Welsh Road has been damaged and pot holes on the
Fosse are to be reported.
A pot hole on School Hill, Offchurch has been poorly repaired, resulting in blocking a drain.
Another drain needs repairing near Hunningham Hill / Fosse Way.
Water appears to be coming up through the road near the bus shelter
at Hunningham, where it will be lethal if it freezes. A manhole cover at
the foot of School Hill, Offhurch is damaged.
8. Police matters and chairman's report
Some further break-ins of vehicles have been reported, and a break-in
at Hunningham Vicarage.
Councillor Redford noted that pot holes are a major item of discussion
at other parish meetings he has attended. The question of compensation arose. It is stressed that any damage should be reported, with
evidence, immediately.
The County budget is under discussion and an increase of 1.99% in
Council Tax towards offsetting cuts will take place.
Trading standards are cutting the number of market stalls as an action
against fraud.
A warning is given of fraudsters contacting people stating they have
been left money in wills, as yet unclaimed, and trying to get bank details. No bank would send out such notices.
Notices re a Local Council Charter are to be circulated, for discussion
at our next meeting.
9. Correspondence
Invitation to the Royal Garden Party has been received, and various
notices etc. were circulated.
10. HS2
We are again indebted to Councillor Burgunfor updating the parish
council and for providing the following report :
1. Our MP J. Wright has written to HS2 on behalf of 60 action
groups / relevant MPs to complain about HS2 unilaterally
ceasing to hold any further Community Forums. No satisfactory reply has been received.
2. HS2 intend holding Partitioning Management meetings to rePAGE 23
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3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

8.

9.

10.

11.
12.

place the Community Forum meetings, but no details or timing
of these are yet available.
The second consultation on Compensation ended on 4th December 2013. The JPC/Action Group response was sent to
HS2 on 2nd December 2013. Response from HS2 is awaited.
The Hybrid Bill was deposited into parliament on 25th November 2013. The public consultation was due to end 24th January 2014. This has been extended to 10th February 2014 due
to the relevant Commons Committee decision that the standing orders of Parliament had not been followed. This was due
to HS2 omitting 877 pages from their submission to the public.
In addition, the House of Lords have demanded a further extension to 27th February 2014 for the same reason. This latter
extension has yet to be formalised.
The ES documentation is available for view and 2 drop-in sessions were held in Offchurch village hall on 30th November and
6th December 2013.
The ES consultation reply is well advanced and will be sent off
prior to the deadline.
An Action Group meeting was held with the local farmers /
agents on 13th December 2013. The major mitigation proposals we have put to HS2 were accepted by all those present at
the meeting.
Due to HS2 rejecting our mitigation proposals on cost grounds
only and without adequate explanation, it is the intention of the
Parish Councils to petition parliament.
To facilitate this process, a meeting was held by Action Group
personnel with Bircham-Dyson-Bell on 15th January 2014.
They are “A” agents, accredited to present petitions to parliament. The cost for preparing the case and presenting it to parliament is approximately £8-10k plus VAT in the first instance.
A second “A” agent, Sharpe Pritchard, will be met for similar
discussion on 14th February 2014.
In order to discuss the technical merits / costs on our mitigation items, we are also going to discuss with civil engineers J.
McSweeny on 5th February 2014,
The second reading of the HS2 Hybrid Bill is unlikely to be
read prior to Easter 2014.
Post meeting note -- The Supreme Court has overturned the
Judicial Review appeals raised by the 51m group and others.
The current legal challenges against HS2 are probably at an
end.
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11. Finance
Payments: Cheques 123 - room hire, £28; 124 - clerk, £240; 125 - tax,
£60; 126 - expenses, £85.20; 127 – sand, £55.
Precept for 2014 to 2015.
The clerk reported that he anticipates that we should just about break
even this year, but considered it prudent for some increase to cover
rising costs. A discussion followed, with opinions differing as to the
amount of any such increase and in considering additional provision
for HS2 costs. Councillor Doody advised that we cannot make a direct
grant for opposing HS2, but it is in order for the JPC to lead any petition on behalf of the community, by way of an agent.
After much deliberation, two separate proposals were made.
Councillor Burgun proposed an addition of £5K for HS2, seconded by
Councillor Mrs Seaton.
Councillor Mynors proposed an increase of 10% to £8250 seconded by
Councillor Mrs Green.
The chairman took the second proposal first with two voting for, and no
one else voted.
It was therefore declared passed, and a request for £8250 agreed.
12. Playgrounds
Some rotting timber at Eathorpe is to be replaced, no other problems
noted.
13. A.O.B.
Councillor Mynors reported motor cycle scrambling along the old railway track at Hunningham, and will contact the police.
Councillor Burgun expressed his dissatisfaction over the handling of
the voting for the precept, considering that not enough explanation was
given beforehand. Councillor Palmer supported his comments, adding
that he too had not appreciated the process.
Councillor Doody advised that it had been put in the correct form and
is lawful.
It was agreed to put HS2 funding on our next agenda.
Councillor Mrs Seaton asked about the policy for providing defibrillators for village halls and if any funding from the Community Forum is
available. It was agreed to discuss this at our next meeting with the
possibility of someone from the ambulance service to advise us.
Meeting closed at 9.20pm.
Next meeting 18th march at Offchurch.
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THREE shows in Eathorpe Village Hall this month

‘HIM WITH HIS FOOT IN HIS MOUTH’
New Perspectives Theatre Company
Saturday 15th March 8.00pm (doors/bar open 7.30pm)

Based on a story by Saul Bellow, adapted for the stage by Jack McNamara, this is a very funny one-man show about trying to apologise for
saying the wrong thing. Extraordinarily, it’s the first ever UK stage adaptation of a work by this great American author. And where better to
view a world premiere than Eathorpe????
Tickets: £8.50 / £7.50 (over 65s, under 18s) purchased by 9th March
£10.00 / £9.00 (over 65s, under 18s) purchased after

Two piano recitals by Andrean Lazarov:
‘THE PIANO LOVE STORY’
Saturday 29th March 8.00pm (doors/bar open 7.30 pm)
‘POETRY IN MUSIC’
Sunday 30 March 4.00pm (doors/bar open 3.30 pm)
th

Andrean Lazarov returns from Bulgaria to play these two piano concerts, comprising pieces by Schumann, Debussy, Chopin, Beethoven,
Liszt, Rackmaninoff, Ravel (full details available by phone or email,
and programmes available at each performance).
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As before, he will play in the centre of the hall surrounded by the audience, and will stay after each concert to talk to everyone over a glass
of wine and canapés.
For those of you not already familiar with Andrean, here’s a list of just
some of the orchestras and conductors he has played with, to give you
an idea of his performance quality: Vienna Symphony Orchestra, Russian National Orchestra, London Symphony Orchestra, Orchestre du
Théâtre des Champs Elysées, Orquesta Nacional de Madrid, Chicago
Symphony, New York Philharmonic, Sir Simon Rattle, Sir Colin Davis,
Igor Petrushansky, Yuri Gergiev ...
Tickets for each performance (includes a glass of wine or soft drink +
canapés after the show): £12.50 / £11.00 (over 65s, those in full-time
education)
For all shows:
ring Sue on 01926 632575 or Suzanne on 01926 632664
or email sueateathorpe@gmail.com
or call in at Fosse Cottage, Eathorpe (next to bus shelter, opposite old Post Office)
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OPEN GARDENS - 28/29 June
Thank you to everyone who has offered to
open their garden for this event – your support is very
much appreciated. (There’s time to be included, if
you are still thinking about it.)
Open Gardens will coincide with the start of Warwickshire Open Studios, when local artists will be showing
their work in St Gregory’s and in the Village Hall. There
will be other attractions over the weekend too, including
musical entertainments, a craft exhibition, games for
children and more …
We will also need lots of help with organising the weekend, including:

Making temporary and permanent signs and providing
materials, if anyone has suitable wood offcuts
Refreshments – baking cakes, and making teas, etc.
(both days)
Stewarding gardens
Directing traffic to car parks
and lots more …

If you are able to help in any way, we would love to hear
from you.
More details from Janet (425430 or seatons@me.com)

Many thanks from the Events Group
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